ANDY CARS 

of Llantwit Major 
and COWBRIDGE 
Private Hire Taxis 


Any Distance • Airports 
Contracts •4-8 Seats 

01446 796777 

Email: 

andrew.brownOl @ 
btconnect.com . 
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Daffodil Day - Page 13 
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Pages 22 & 23 



See feature on 
pages 26-28 


Turning 

point for ^ 
Wales? 

See Back Page Comment 


Parents’ fury at local 
school closure plan 

- AND NOW LLANFAIR PRIMARY 
PARENTS COME OUT FIGHTING 


PARENTS in 
Llanfair were 
stunned last week at 
the news that their 
local school could 
close. 

Many parents who 
attended a meeting on 
Wednesday (February 6) 
had no idea that the Vale 
Council was considering 
closing Llanfair Primary 
School, (and also 
Llancarfan, and Oakfield 
in Barry). 

Alan Bourne the vice¬ 


chair of the governors, 
told The GEM that the 
general reaction was 
“bemused, baffled and 
befuddled”. 

He said: “Parents had 
come to the meeting to 
discuss the effects of a 
review to the admissions 
procedure to secondary 
schools in the Vale. 

“However, a packed 
hall of parents were dis¬ 
mayed to hear that the 
headteacher, Mrs Diane 
Normansell and the chair 
of the governing body. 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


Gavel ^Va^^^ 

Upon instructions from Vaughan Jones of PJG Recovery 
Joint Liquidator of Vaie Construction Wales Limited 
in Liquidation and Others 



Jim Teague, had just 
learned that despite a 
lack of clear guidelines 
or applied criteria - only 
that it was an attempt to 
reduce surplus spaces in 
other schools - Llanfair, 
along with two other Vale 
schools, was under con¬ 
sideration for closure in 
September 2014. 

“As a school with 99 
per cent capacity (the 
Vale average is 85.26 per 
cent) and with academic 
achievements in all sub¬ 
jects above both Vale and 
Welsh averages, there 
was a definite feeling 
among parents that this 
recommendation was 
flawed.” 

He said that many par¬ 
ents spoke passionately 
about the quality of edu¬ 
cation available at 
Llanfair and the caring 
way in which the head¬ 
teacher and her staff 
delivered their remit. 

He added: “There was 


also great anger at the 
way parents’ rights of 
choice for their chil¬ 
dren’s education were 
being so blatantly rail¬ 
roaded in an ineffective 
‘number-crunching’ 
exercise. 

“Llanfair as well as 
Llancarfan - the other 
rural Vale school identi¬ 
fied - is among the top 
performing primary 
schools, delivering quali¬ 
ty best practise education 


in Wales.Parents were 
incensed at the lack of 
foresight leading to this 
recommendation aimed 
at saving just £695,000 - 
a tiny proportion of the 
education budget!” 

Andrew RT Davies is 
supporting the parents in 
their fight, and was pres¬ 
ent at a meeting in 
Llancarfan School. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 3) 


Council rift over 
Mayor’s column 

SIX Cowbridge councillors have written to 
The GEM, taking issue with comments 
made by the Mayor, Coun Nicola Thomas, 
in her column last week 

The disagreement stems from a project, champi¬ 
oned by the Mayor, to upgrade facilities at the town 
hall. The councillors argue that the account given in 
her column by the Mayor was not correct, and that 
council minutes will prove this. 

Coun Thomas told The GEM that she stood by her 
comments, and that the column reflected the way she 
felt at the abandonment of the project. 

(Seepage 7for the councillors’ letter) 


UNRESERVED PUBLIC ONLINE AUCTION 

Lots comprising:2008 Volvo ECR88 Excavator, 

JCB 8018 1.5 Ton Mini Excavator, 2002 DAF FAT 
75CF.290 6x4 26 Ton Tipper with Grab, ‘04 & ‘05 Ford 
Connect Vans, ‘04 LDV 400 Tipper, Mitsubishi Pajero 
2.8 LWB 4x4. Ifor Williams GX160 3500kg Excavator 
Trailer, 2250 & 950 Ltr Road Tow Bowsers, Fuel Flasks, 
GAMIC 4 Wheeled Tipping Trailer, HERAS Fencing. 
Concrete Shuttering Equipment, Hand Tools, Spill Kits, 
Building Materials. 

SALE DETAILS: 

Online Auction Open Now, First Lot Closes from 10am, 21 February 2013 
Public Viewing: 20 Februay 2013 between 10am until U.OOhrs 
Location: Unit 45 Tumulus Way, Llandow Industrial Estate, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7PB & Newton Powys 
Full Colour Catalogue at www.gavelauctioneers.com 
Telephone: +44 (0) 29 21 68 00 69 
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THE REPAIR SHOP 


REPAIRS E ‘^PARFS FFR WASHING 
MACHINES COOKERS TUMBLE DRYERS 
FRIOGE/FREEZERS VACUUM CLEANERS 

MAKFS ‘irP nr. HOTPOINT CREDA 
CANDY HOOVER /ANUSSI INDfSiT 
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STEPHANIE AND 
KATIE FLYING THE 
FLAG EN PARIS! 



ABOVE: Two Cowbridge girls, Stephanie Wills and Katie 
Howson were flying the flag for Wales last weekend in Paris - 
with a familiar landmark in the background. 
Stephanie, a recent former pupil in Cowbridge 
Comprehensive is studying in France, while Katie who is still 
at school in Cowbridge, was visiting. 
Unfortunately, the girls did not have tickets for Wales ^ Stade 
de France triumph, but they did their bit for Pays de Galles! 
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Remembering 
SS Ashbury 


I WRITE regard¬ 
ing several let¬ 
ters in last 
week’s edition of 
The GEM, on 
Thursday, 

February 7. 

Initially, I can only 
thank the Editor and 
staff for publishing the 
actual tribute and should 
explain, as the 
IT/research officer for 
the local Merchant Navy 
branch, that any errors 
are mine and no reflec¬ 
tion on the publication. 

I was pleased that 
William Ingli James 
replied, and not only 
provided additional 
information, but has 
helped us better remem¬ 
ber Ivor and the tragic 
loss of the SS Ashbury. 

I can assure William 
that James is correctly 
commemorated on the 
Vale MN monument at 
Barry, within the Roll of 
Honour and also both at 
Tower Hill, London and 
with the Commonwealth 
War Graves 


Commission. 

The details state: Ivor 
Morgan James, Son of 
William Ingli James and 
Ellen Augusta James, 
husband of Alma 
Glencoe James, of 
Barry, Glamorgan. 

Some of the docu¬ 
ments I worked from 
did have the surname 
first and led to the con¬ 
fusion. Errors are made, 
but not intended, as in 
the letter regarding 
Memories of the Graf 
Spee: 

I am certain it is only 
a typo, and easily done, 
but I imagine that AT 
Bradshaw, of Penarth, is 
aware that in correcting 
Eskimo, it was HMS 
Cossack not Gossack. 

Christopher Short, 
also wrote interestingly 
of Lady Malcolm 
Douglas-Hamilton, 
thank you. During this 
most important Year of 
the Convoy 2013, we 
attempt to remember all. 
Keith Greenway: 
kgmaritime.research @ 
googlemail. com 


‘Does Vale get the 
policing it needs?’ 


A S a resident 
of the Vale, I 
would like to 
know why we are 
not being informed 
about the increas¬ 
ing number of 
house break-ins in 
the area. 

Since the closing of 
the Llantwit and 
Cowbridge police sta¬ 
tions, there are few 
police on duty (in fact 
you never see a police¬ 
man these days!) 

It is a open invitation 
to all crooks to come 
into the area - and they 
have. We, the communi¬ 
ty, are still paying our 
taxes, yet getting less or 
no police service. 

I am becoming 
increasingly concerned - 
is anyone else? It does 
not take a thief long to 
see an opportunity and 
our police are handing 
them a free rein - crime 
does pay! 

Evening cover was 
never good when we did 


have the police stations 
manned - not that the 
public were aware. I 
know for a fact that on 
some evenings, there 
would only be one 
policeman on duty cov¬ 
ering from Weycock 
Cross roundabout to the 
Wick area. 

I think it is time the 
number of police actual¬ 
ly on duty each month in 
our area should be put 
into print for us all to 
see, along with details of 
how many cars were 
stolen, how many homes 
broken into, etc. 

It’s time we all know 
what is happening in our 
towns! 

Our police now have 
to come from further 
away, and I am sure they 
have to prioritise their 
calls. 

The police service in 
Llantwit, Cowbridge and 
surrounding small vil¬ 
lages needs to be moni¬ 
tored by us - it is time 
we all spoke out. 

Name and address sup¬ 
plied. 


SHARE YOUR VIEWS 


email: gemeditorial@tmdlenews.co.uk 
But remember to include full name, 
address, and telephone number! 
(SEE MORE LETTERS ON PAGE 31) 


IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Don John, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


Does anyone care about the 
hospital reorganisation plan? 


I AM somewhat sur¬ 
prised and dismayed at 
the apparent apathy 
and lack of publicity sur¬ 
rounding the possible loss 
of front line services at the 
Princess of Wales Hospital 
in Bridgend. 

These are said to include the 
closure of Bridgend’s 24-hour A 
& E department, consultant-led 
specialist baby care, and inpa¬ 
tient children’s ward. 

The PoW Hospital, in Coity 
Road, is said to be up against 
Royal Glamorgan Hospital in 
Llantrisant and Prince Charles 


Hospital in Merthyr Tydfil to be 
named as a “regional centre” 
under service centralisation 
plans, forming part of the South 
Wales Program health shake up. 

The closure of emergency 
services in Bridgend, would 
mean increased journey times to 
either Morriston Hospital, UHW 
(Cardiff), or possibly Royal 
Glamorgan in Llantrisant. 

This increased journey time, 
coupled with statistics revealed 
at the end of January 2013, that 
just 49 per cent of category A 
calls in the Bridgend borough, 
dealing with the most serious of 
emergencies, received an ambu¬ 


lance within the eight-minute 
response time, which is well 
below the Welsh Governments 
target of only 65 per cent, caus¬ 
es great concern. 

The ramifications, inevitable 
hardship and anxiety surround¬ 
ing these proposals, is obvious 
and would require more than 
this space to cover in detail. 

My concerns are, why has 
there been no apparent consulta¬ 
tion with people in the Vale of 
Glamorgan, either through this 
newspaper, the local council, or 
the Vale Council? 

Hugh Field, 

Cowbridge. 


Rights of Way are 
of public interest 


I BELIEVE that it 
is in the public 
interest that the 
following information 
should be available 
for those with an 
interest in Rights of 
Way. 

The Vale Council is 
currently in the process 
of republishing the 
definitive map and state¬ 
ments of Public Rights 
of Way. As part of this 
process we shall be 
holding a consultation 
throughout Eebruary. 

The current definitive 
map and statement con¬ 
sists of mapping pub¬ 
lished in 1954 for the 
former county of 
Glamorgan, and 1976 for 
the county of West 
Glamorgan plus any 
orders that have been 


confirmed since. 

Re-publication of the 
definitive map aims to 
consolidate the informa¬ 
tion contained within 
these existing documents 
and orders into a single 
new publication. 

Consolidation does 
not represent an opportu¬ 
nity to alter the align¬ 
ment and status of paths 
or to question missing or 
erroneous routes. 

Documents will be 
available for inspection 
every Eriday in Eebruary 
in Barry Docks Offices 
(Room E38) where a 
member of the Public 
Rights of Way team will 
be available to assist 
with your thoughts and 
queries. 

Philip Clarke, 

(Councillor for Rhoose) 


Mystery of the 
UFO over Sully 


‘Shop at Fairtrade’ 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 


W ITH this 

year’s 
Fairtrade 
fortnight starting 
on February 25 
until March 10, 
may I remind your 
readers why choos¬ 
ing Fairtrade is so 
important? 

It is an international 
movement working to 
ensure that producers in 
poor countries get a fair 
deal. Many farmers pro¬ 
ducing things we take 


for granted like tea, cof¬ 
fee, cocoa and bananas, 
live in desperate poverty. 

We can now choose to 
buy products that help 
people trade their way 
out of poverty, rather 
than keeping them there. 

Over the coming 
weeks, please choose 
Eairtrade products in 
local shops; and, most 
importantly, if they do 
not stock any Eairtrade 
products, please politely 
ask them to! 

Coun Rob Curtis, 
Barry 


I N response to 
Bill Lang’s let¬ 
ter published in 
last week’s GEM, I 
saw what I believe 
was a UFO in Sully 
in July 2007. 

It was over the sports 
field during a very well- 
attended car boot sale. 
Concorde was flying far 
overhead in the clear 
sky at the time and 
everyone looked up in 
response to its distinc¬ 
tive sound. 

Being a bit deaf, I was 
unable to tell exactly 
which direction the 
sound was coming from 
and looked up straight 
ahead of me, which 
happened to be over the 
trees at the top of the 
field with my back to 
the sea. 

There, at about 1,000 
feet above the trees, was 
a very large shiny 
object. I noticed at once 
the sun reflecting off the 
top of it. 

Now here is what 
caught my eye in Mr 
Lang’s letter - the object 
I saw was large, silver 
and dumb-bellshaped, it 
was basically a tube 
with a large ball at each 
end. 

The next thing I was 
aware of was an elderly 


man standing next to me 
who nudged me and 
said “It's over there, 
love!” pointing to the 
sky to my left. 

I looked in that direc¬ 
tion, to see Concorde 
fast disappearing into 
the distance. I turned 
back to look for the 
UEO and it had gone - 
just disappeared, no 
noise, no trail, nothing,. 
The sky was empty - no 
clouds, just pure empty 
blue sky. 

I reported the sight¬ 
ing to the relevant 
authorities, but heard 
nothing back from them 
so went to London to do 
some research of my 
own at the National 
Archives at Kew, where 
all reports of UEO 
sightings since the 
1950s are kept. 

I did not find even 
one report which 
described the object 
seen as dumb-bell 
shaped or a tube with a 
ball at each end. 

I read several books 
on the subject in which 
objects of various types 
were described, but 
never matching the 
shape of the thing I saw. 
So the mystery remains! 
M. Rawlings 
Barry 


Marie Curie donation 

I WOULD like to thank everyone who 
attended the Loose Boots line dance 
on February 9 in the Llantonian Hall, 
Llantwit Major. 

Also, to thank those who made generous dona¬ 
tions of prizes to the raffle - this raised £45 for the 
Marie Curie Eoundation charity. A special thanks to 
Ruth Brown, who organised this social and for her 
continued support to organisations raising funds for 
the benefit of the community. 

Mary Stevenson, Llantwit Major 


Mole hills or hillocks? 

F urther to the photo on page 34 of 
The GEM last week, under the heading 
T am a mole’... I have lived in the area 
for about 10 years and these hillocks have 
been evident in all of this time. 

I have several observations to point out: 

1. Due to the regular flooding of this area, any 
moles would have drowned unless they have 
aqualungs. 

2. Mole hills are not known for having grass 
growing on them. 

3. If your correspondent has not seen these over 
40 years, I would not be happy if I was a passenger 
in his car. 

Les Shardelow, Boverton 


DOES IT REALLY 
PAY TO SAVE? 


W ITH refer¬ 
ence to the 
Vale MP’s 
column in The 
GEM on January 
31, was this deliber¬ 
ate misinformation, 
or a failing to 
understand basic 
facts? 

It’s heartening to hear 
that “the Government 
believe that people 
deserve dignity and 
respect in old age”. 

I strongly agree with 
his view that pensioners 
who save for retirement 
should not find them¬ 
selves “no better off than 
the person next door 
who didn’t bother to 
save a penny.” 

I totally agree it 
should “pay to save”, so 
why is the Government 
robbing pensioners of 


their savings? 

Put simply, it does not 
pay to save for retire¬ 
ment. If you had saved 
£100 a year ago and 
invested it at 2.5 per 
cent (at best), you would 
have gained £2.50 in 
interest and, in most 
cases, have had the 
pleasure of giving the 
Government 20 per cent 
(or 50p) in tax . 

So, with inflation at 3 
per cent, your £100 will 
now have real value of 
£97 (or £99 if you saved 
all the interest). 

Rather than being able 
to live off the interest 
from their savings, the 
Government is systemat¬ 
ically taking their sav¬ 
ings away through quan- 
tative easing and artifi¬ 
cially low interest rates. 
R P Banks, 

Llantwit Major. 


Opposition to what? 

I N your report on school reorganisa¬ 
tion last week, you quote Alun 
Cairns MP as saying that there would 
be opposition from parents and teachers, 
and that he would support them. 

Since we do not yet know what the proposals 
are, a reasonable person would wait to see them 
before giving an opinion. 

Eor six years, Mr Cairns’ Conservative Party has 
been trumpeting the need for cuts in public spend¬ 
ing, and more efficient use of it. 

The proposals are said to save £700,000 to be 
used in our schools, so why the sudden change of 
front? This looks like cynical political opportunism, 
as Mr Cairns sees the prospect of votes for himself, 
and never mind the best policy for Vale schools. 
Brian Morris, 

Barry. 

Time to care... 

I DO my fair share of knocking AMs 
and MPs - and for most, deservedly 
so - but there is always the exception 
to the rule. 

From zero to hero 

I look in the paper and I see 
that woman smiling back at me, 

I turn the page quickly and read on, 
and hope that she has gone. 

But on the next page again I see, 
that woman smiling back at me. 

Almost every week she is there, 
annoying, like dandruff in your hair. 

But wait a minute! why is she there? 
is it because she finds time to care? 

This woman is generous and kind, 
and as an AM leaves the rest behind. 
Nothing is too much trouble at all, 
if it’s a problem big or small. 

For only five years I’ve been a Barry resident, 
but I would vote Jane Huttfor President. 

Colin Dudley, Barry 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 21) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

14 Thur 

09.01 

9.9 

21.11 

9.6 

15 Fri 

09.33 

9.4 

21.47 

9.1 

16 Sat 

10.08 

8.9 

22.21 

8.5 

17 Sun 

10.39 

8.3 

23.02 

8.0 

18 Mon 

11.31 

7.7 

23.55 

7.4 

19 Tues 



12.44 

7.2 

20 Wed 

01.23 

7.1 

14.18 

7.0 

21 Thur 

02.58 

7.3 

15.34 

7.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could he cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Community order 
for art teacher who 
smashed glass over 
former lover’s head 


AN art teacher who in a fit 
of jealousy smashed a wine 
glass over her former 
lover’s head received a 
community order for one 
year at Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Julie Breed, 46, who had 
taught at Brynteg Comprehensive 
School, Bridgend, but who has 
since lost her job, had been found 
guilty of assaulting Byron 
Brinkley, causing actual bodily 
harm. 

The mother of four, of 
Woodlands Close, Cowbridge, 
had denied the charge and in evi¬ 
dence called Mr Brinkley, a 
groundsman at the school “A love 
rat”. 

The sentence involves carrying 
out unpaid work for 200 hours, 
and an 8.30pm to Sam curfew for 
three months. 

Breed will also be electronical¬ 
ly tagged and be subject to a 
supervision order for a year. 

She was also ordered to pay Mr 
Brinkley £500 compensation. 

Recorder Catherine Brown told 
her: “Society cannot tolerate peo¬ 
ple using glasses as weapons, 
however angry and upset they 
may be.” 

She added: “You behaved in a 
quite disgraceful way when you 
assaulted him. You committed a 


byAJSICLUNA | 

serious offence by deliberately 
smashing a glass over the back of 
his head.” 

Breed, she said, still main¬ 
tained the contact was accidental 
but, she continued, she had admit¬ 
ted to a police constable glassing 
him. 

The Recorder added: “I am 
prepared to accept that Mr 
Brinkley may have behaved to 
you in a less than gallant man¬ 
ner.” 

She took the view that Breed’s 
actions could be explained by the 
amount of alcohol she had con¬ 
sumed, which had heightened her 
emotions and made her less inhib¬ 
ited. 

Fortunately, said the Recorder, 
the injuries he suffered were not 
significant or long-lasting. 

She was satisfied that the 
assault involved one blow and 
that the end of the relationship 
had been hurtful to Breed. 

Prosecutor Harry Baker said 
that Brinkley was in the Duke of 
Wellington Public House in 
Cowbridge during the Cowbridge 
Food Festival. 

She spotted him with a blonde, 
younger woman. 

Mr Baker said they had split up 
after a relationship of five years. 

She asked Mr Brinkley: 


“Who’s this, are you seeing her?” 

He replied: “Yes,” and Breed 
responded by saying: “He was in 
my bed on September 27.” 

She then poured her glass of 
wine over his head and deliberate¬ 
ly smashed the empty glass on his 
head. 

Shortly after being arrested, 
she told the police officer: “I 
know what I did, I glassed him. I 
threw my drink on to him and I 
smashed the glass on his head,” 
signing her confession in the offi¬ 
cer’s notebook. 

But in evidence, she denied 
intending to hurt Mr Brinkley and 
said she made the admission in a 
“blind panic.” 

She said: “Fm not saying I was 
guilty, I was talking rubbish, 
which is not an admission of 
guilt.” 

She said the glass broke acci¬ 
dentally, and Mr Brinkley execut¬ 
ed a “boxing swerve” when he 
came into contact with the glass. 

Her counsel, Owen Williams, 
said: “She is realistic and realises 
the sentencing powers of the 
court. 

“She is of positive, good char¬ 
acter, home out by many refer¬ 
ences. She has now lost her good 
character, her good reputation in 
the community, and she has 
already lost her job. She has been 
punished significantly” 


Flytipping disgrace 
near athletic ground 



Paint tins to the left, drink cans to the right - rather than disposing of rubbish 
properly, someone was too lazy to take it to the refuse collection site. 


COWBRIDGE has 
recently suffered 
two ugly instances 
of flytipping. 

Old paint tins com¬ 
prised one incident of 
environmental vandal¬ 
ism, drink cans and bot¬ 
tles the other. 

The GEM has 
informed the Vale 
Council. 

A reader flagged up 
the disgraceful scene 
which is in bushes in the 


lane between the cattle 
market and the athletic 
ground. 

People who commit 
flytipping crimes can 
face heavy penalties if 
convicted. Not only are 
they disfiguring the 
environment, flytipping 
can cause injuries to 
local wildlife. 

It is, of course, possi¬ 
ble that one person was 
responsible for both 
crimes. 


A Vale Council 
spokesman explained 
that there were severe 
penalties for fly tipping. 

Clifford Parish, the 
council’s operational 
manager for waste man¬ 
agement and cleansing, 
said: “Fly-tipping is an 
anti-social and criminal 
activity that the council 
takes very seriously. 

“Anyone found carry¬ 
ing out this illegal act 
will be prosecuted by the 
council. 

“The penalties for 
those guilty of commit¬ 
ting this offence range 
from a fixed penalty 
notice of £75 to fines of 
£20,000 and possible six 
months imprisonment.” 

Mr Parish emphasised 
that people could give 
information in confi¬ 
dence to the council. 

“I would ask anyone 
who has witnessed this 
crime, or may have evi¬ 
dence of those commit¬ 
ting it that could lead to 


a prosecution, to contact 
our waste management 
and cleansing enforce¬ 
ment officers on 01446 
700111 to report what 
they have seen. All 
information will be 
treated with the utmost 
confidence.” 

Bridge 

results 

RESULTS for 

Cowbridge and District 
(Llanbleddian) Bridge 
Club, on Tuesday, 
February 5: 

1st, Anne Hughes 
and Teri Pollard 65.63 
per cent; 2nd, Brian 
and Pat Swain 58.44; 
3rd, Glenda Roberts 
and Amy Owen 56.63; 
4th, Helen and Mike 
Ruttley 54.06; 5 th, 

Ireen and Richard 
Daniels 53.69. ME 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home! 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 



learn about - and 
- Chinese culture! 


Pupils 

sample 

TO celebrate the Chinese 
new year, and to coincide 
with their China topic, 
years 3 and 4 at Llangan 
Primary School recently 
visited their local Chinese 
restaurant. The Golden 
Well. 


On arrival, they were treated 
to a superb Chinese banquet 
where they were given the oppor¬ 
tunity to experience a wide vari¬ 
ety of Chinese cuisine. 

This was followed by a ques¬ 
tion and answer session where 
pupils asked lots of excellent 
questions ranging from establish¬ 
ing a business to Chinese culture. 


The trip was an invaluable 
learning experience and all the 
children thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. Year 3 and 4 at 
Llangan Primary would once 
again like to thank the owner and 
staff at the Golden Well for their 
generosity and hospitality. 

S Curnell 


School closure plan 


(CONTINUED 
EROM PAGE 1) 

Mr Bourne added that 
the lack of information 
available from the Vale 
Council was preventing 
the governing body from 
being able to offer a 
constructive plan of 
action, but everyone at 
the meeting vowed to 
fight the decision. 

Another meeting has 
been called on 
Wednesday, February 
27, at 6pm at the school, 
shortly after the official 
announcement has been 
made by the Vale 
Council. 

However, in a letter to 
The GEM (see page 17) 
the Leader of the Vale 
Council, Coun Neil 
Moore, accused Andrew 
RT Davies and Alun 
Cairns of “scaremonger- 
ing”. 

He said the recom¬ 
mendations were 
“leaked” prematurely 
and that there were now 
allegations that the code 
of conduct in the council 
may have been 
breached. 

Andrew RT Davies 
AM, leader of the Welsh 
Conservatives, said: “I 
simply cannot under¬ 
stand why the Labour 
Party running the Vale 
Council are so hell-bent 
on dumbing down edu¬ 
cation here. 

“With the news that 
the future of Llanfair 
Primary School is also 
in doubt, it seems 
bizarre that the cabinet 
member Chris Elmore is 
trying to close some of 
the best schools in 
Wales, never mind the 
Vale. 

“Llancarfan has a full 
roll of pupils and an 
extensive waiting list for 
those seeking to attend 
in September. 

“The next couple of 
months will no doubt 
prove trying but what 
this meeting proved is 
that the community will 
not allow itself to be 
bullied by an out of 
touch cabinet and coun¬ 
cil.” 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
said: “I am meeting with 
the Vale Council regard¬ 


ing proposals in the edu¬ 
cation report, which I 
understand will be dis¬ 
cussed at their cabinet 
meeting in early March. 

“I will be raising the 
concerns and representa¬ 
tions that have been 
made to me by con¬ 
stituents. It is vital that 
we provide the best edu¬ 
cation opportunities for 
children and young peo¬ 
ple in the Vale and that 
there is extensive con¬ 
sultation about any pro¬ 
posed changes affecting 
schools, in line with 
clear guidance from the 
Welsh Government.” 

Llancarfan School has 
set up a steering group 
made up of parents and 
members of the commu¬ 
nity to “oppose the plans 
on all fronts”. 

A web site has 
already been set up at 
www.outstandingllan- 
carfan.co and a 
Facebook group to 
ensure that everyone is 
kept informed. 

Meanwhile, Llanfair 
School has started a 
Facebook group under 


the title ‘Save Llanfair 
School’ which has 
already recorded more 
than 800 ‘likes’. 

The situation at the 
moment in Oakfield 
Primary in Barry is dif¬ 
ferent. The school was 
not affected by the feed¬ 
er school proposals and 
therefore had no meeting 
scheduled. 

The chair of gover¬ 
nors, Linda Ware, told 
The GEM: “This meant 
that the news broke just 
as we were breaking up 
for half term. 

“However, the gover¬ 
nors are bitterly disap¬ 
pointed and the parents 
are up for a fight. One 
mum has already started 
a petition. 

“A parents’ meeting 
has been called for next 
Thursday, February 21, 
at 6pm in the school.” 

Oakfield was placed 
in special measures 
some time ago but it 
has, over the last 12 
months attracted praise 
for the progress it has 
made. 

It was only a few 


months ago that the Vale 
Council cabinet member, 
Coun Rob Curtis, along 
with Coun Margaret 
Wilkinson, wrote To The 
GEM, praising the 
progress that had been 
made at the school. 

Linda Ware said: 

“The inspectors are vis¬ 
iting in March and I 
would really be disap¬ 
pointed if we are not 
taken out of special 
measures. 

“We won’t see the 
actual proposals from 
the council until 
February 27, but we 
intend to fight closure. 

“Given the school’s 
demographic, we do 
things for our pupils that 
can’t be put in a tick 
box, such as providing a 
great deal of intangible 
support for local fami¬ 
lies. 

“I don’t think some of 
our pupils would get the 
same level of support if 
they had to go to a larg¬ 
er school.” 

(See page 17 for 
readers ’ letters on this 
issue). 


A 






SPECIAL OFFERS 
on selected 
Composite Doors 
during February & March 

Special 
Offers on 
selected 
Full Door 
Panel range 


Find 

01656 788403 ^ 

www.bridgendwindows.com " ^ 

office@bridgendwindows.co.uk ^- 

136 Newton Nottage Road, Porthcawl CF36 SEE 
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A History of Cowbridge Fairs - Part 1 


I by JOHN ANDREW | 
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Cowbridge Carnival (July 13,1910). 



ABOVE: Glenys Lucas age 13 
(Carnival Queen 1946). 


THE announce¬ 
ment that Llantwit 
Major and 
Cowbridge Lions 
Club is organising 
a May Fair on the 
Bear Field in 
Cowbridge on 
Bank Holiday 
Monday, May 6, 
2013, recalled fond 
memories of simi¬ 
lar events in days 
gone by. 

The Mayor, Coun 
Nicola Thomas, remem¬ 
bered her elder sister, 
Glenys Lucas, aged 13, 
as the Carnival Queen 
in 1946. 

Others recalled the 
Cowbridge weeks of the 
1970s, which included a 
procession of floats, 
various events on the 
Bear Field and a tug of 
war across the River 
Thaw, with the losing 
team taking a dip! 

These memories 
prompted a visit to the 
Cowbridge Local 
History Room in the 
Old Hall where the 
Cowbridge History 
Society holds a fascinat¬ 
ing archive of material 
about the history of 
Cowbridge. 

The earliest photos 
found are of a carnival 
in 1908 but there are 
records of fairs long 
before this. 

‘A Cowbridge Story’ 


by John Richards, pub¬ 
lished in 1956, records 
that “The survey of 
1630 informs us that 
there were two annual 
fairs in Cowbridge, one 
in June and the other in 
September.” 

Unfortunately, there 
was no Mike Wilcock 
around at the time to 
record them! 

Mr Richards also 
records that “in the 19th 
Century, there were four 
stock and pleasure fairs 
held annually where 
large numbers of horses 
and other animals 
changed hands. 

The business of the 
live stock fairs was usu¬ 
ally completed by two 
o’clock in the afternoon 
and it was then that the 
entertainment would 
commence. 

In mid-afternoon, the 
maidens and their 
swains would link arms, 
form up in an orderly 
procession and prome¬ 
nade through the town, 
along Broadway to 
Llanblethian, re-enter¬ 
ing the borough via the 
Promenade (now Town 
Mill Road) and Church 
Street. 

The merry makers 
would then be enter¬ 
tained by street acrobats 
and tumblers, ‘cheap 
Jack’ orators selling all 
manner of strange 
things and peep shows 
held in canvas tents 
near the town hall. 



Our new store opens this Saturdaj. 

Coiia and Rd6 our graat Spring eoi lection t 
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They would perhaps 
ride the wooden horses 
of hand-driven round¬ 
abouts to the accompa¬ 
niment of a barrel 
organ. 

Folk regaled them¬ 
selves with ginger 
bread, brandy snaps and 
sweetmeats washed 
down with ginger beer 
or ale. 

Variety stalls sold tin 
whistles, Jew’s harps, 
china ornaments, glass 
beads of various colours 
and forms, and sou¬ 
venirs of the fair, 
known as fairings. 

Fair day evenings 
saw the inns packed to 
capacity with singing 
and dancing crowds. 

Harpists regularly 
visited the fairs and pro¬ 
vided music at the 
Masons’ Arms (now 
The Market Place) 
where there was a long 
room with a gallery for 
the harpist. 

The ale of those days 
was a potent brew of 
malt and hops and it 
never failed to create a 
breach of the peace 
among the rougher type 
on fair nights. 

How long the quar¬ 
terly fairs continued is 
not clear. Also not clear 
is when the first annual 
carnival was held, but 
clearly there was one in 
1908. 

There are photos of 
carnivals in July 1910 
and July 1913, so clear¬ 
ly it was a well estab¬ 
lished event. 

Presumably, there 
were no carnivals dur¬ 
ing the First World War 
but they started soon 
after, as there is a photo 
from 1920. 

There was presum¬ 
ably a break again dur¬ 
ing the Second World 
War but the photo of the 
Carnival Queen in 1946 
shows that the event 


was quickly restarted 

after the war. 

In his book A 
Cowbridge Story John 
Richards records that 
“The inhabitants of the 
borough have been 
loyal supporters of the 
Crown and it has been 
the custom since time 
immemorial to decorate 
the streets with flags 
and bunting on royal 
and carnival occasions. 

“Coronations and 
Jubilees have always 
been well celebrated, 
with tea parties in the 
town hall, children’s 
sports on the Bear 
Field, and souvenir gifts 
for the children. 

The coronation of 
Elizabeth II in June 
1953 was celebrated by 
a week of festivities 
which included the 
roasting of an ox in the 
market place, a bonfire 
on Stalling Down, the 
customary children’s 
sports and tea party and 
a dance at the town hall 
and various other 
events.” 

Would anyone like to 
roast an Ox at the May 
Fair this year? 

The 2013 Cowbridge 
May Fair is not intend¬ 
ed to be a recreation of 
the fair days of old, but 
it is hoped that it will be 
a genuine community 
event with many of the 
activities planned being 
similar to those held on 
the Bear Field in the 
past. 

Some attractions, 
such as peep shows and 
bears on chains would 
not be appropriate any¬ 
more, but there will be 
children’s fun races. 
Maypole dancing, fair¬ 
ground rides, a bonny 
baby competition, a 
variety of stalls, a live 
stage, food stalls and 
much more. 

Although a good 



Roasting an 

number of pitches and 
performance slots are 
already reserved, it is 
not too late to book by 
contacting the Lions, 
either by telephone 
(0845 833 6763), by e- 
mail (info@lmand- 
clions.org.uk), via the 
Lions website 
{WWW. lmandclions.org. u 
k) or via Facebook 
{www.facebook. comAma 
ndclions). 

The event is being 
organised by Llantwit 
Major and Cowbridge 
Lions Club, both as a 
community service and 
to raise funds for the 
less fortunate. 

The Lions are all vol¬ 
unteers. If you would 
like to help please make 
contact. 

Most of the material 


ox in 1953. 

in this article was 
sourced from the 
Cowbridge Local 
History Room in the 
Old Hall. 

The room is open 
every Wednesday morn¬ 
ing and is managed by 
Betty Alden, Jaci 
Parsons and Lisa 
Gilroy, who are very 
happy to help. 

If you have memories 
or material about 
Cowbridge Fairs, or 
about Cowbridge 
History in general, they 
would be very pleased 
to hear from you. 

It is hoped that part 
two, through to the 
present day, will be 
published in a future 
edition of the 
Cowbridge GEM news¬ 
paper. 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridge Club 


LATEST results 
from Monday, 
February 4 (19 

pairs): 

1st, Mary Moore and 
John Beard 62.78 per 
cent; 2nd, Mike Best and 
Kevin Maddox 59.66; 
3rd, Vida Halford and 
Glyn Williams 59.64; 
4th, Marjorie Morris and 
Linda Pinnock 57.81; 
5th, Alan Lewis and 
Terry Evans 57.55; 6th, 


Bill Turner and Steve 
Burgoyne 55.40. 

Please note - the 
afternoon social event 
will take place next 
Eriday, Eebruary 15 in 
support of the 
Llanbleddian Church 
and and a WBU 
Simultaneous Pairs 
event will take place at 
the ‘Vale Club’ on 
Monday, Eebruary 25. 

BS 
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Local mother is jailed 
after glassing barman 


A YOUNG mother 
has been jailed for 
four years at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court for carrying 
out a glass attack in 
a local pub. 

Gemma Hill (23) 
had deliberately 
slashed the back of 
Anthony Hopkins, 
causing a six-inch long 
wound. 

Said Judge Daniel 
Williams: “You thrust 
a wine glass into his 
neck and continued to 
assault him, when he 
was attacked by others 
90 seconds after the 
first blow, and with a 
broken wine glass, you 
chillingly, deliberately 
slashed his back.” 


Hill, a mother of 
one, of Amroth Court, 
Barry, admitted a 
charge of wounding 
with intent. 

Prosecutor Jason 
Howells said that on 
August 23 last year. 
Hill had been with a 
group of people at the 
Samuel Romilly J D 
Wetherspoon pub in 
Broad Street, Barry. 

At 9pm, the group 
were in a booth, and 
because they had a 
child with them, were 
asked, according to 
house rules, to leave. 

Manager Ruth 
Williams spoke to them 
and one of them took 
umbrage and refused 
to go. 

One became aggres- 


I Report by AJ I 

I SICLUNA I 

sive, shouting and 
swearing. 

Mr Hopkins, a mem¬ 
ber of the staff, came to 
offer his support, but 
he was pushed and 
punched. 

Hill then injured his 
neck with a glass, and 
the incident became a 
“melee”. Others 
attacked Mr Hopkins, 
and when he was 
punched to the floor, 
the defendant went 
towards him with a 
smashed glass and cut 
the left side of his back. 
She dropped the glass 
and left. 

When arrested 


shortly after. Hill said 
to the police: “No com¬ 
ment.” 

Mr Hopkins said in 
a statement that the 
attack had changed his 
life. He no longer felt 
confident to work in 
the pub at night 
because he feared it 
could happen again. 

He stated he had 
suffered a scar to his 
back and added: “My 
confidence in general 
has suffered. I didn’t 
deserve this, it has 
affected my career.” 

He also said he suf¬ 
fered sleeping prob¬ 
lems and flashbacks. 

Peter Harding- 
Roberts, defending, 
said Hill could not 
remember anything 


after the start of the 
incident. One com¬ 
plaint, he said, had 
been the food ordered 
by the group had 
arrived late. 

“Unfortunately, a 
red mist descended and 
she acted irrationally.” 

Hill, he said, had 
many qualities, and 
had left school with 
five GCSEs. 

Sadly, two previous 
partners had been abu¬ 
sive to her and she had 
had difficulties not of 
her own making. 

This had caused her 
to self harm and take 
heroin. 

“She ended up seri¬ 
ously damaged goods, 
a product of what oth¬ 
ers did to her.” 


Music from the ladies! 


DESPITE the very wet and 
windy weather conditions, 
there was a good turn-out for 
the recent meeting of Llantwit 
Major WI. 

The business meeting was brief, but 
minutes were read and forthcoming 
events discussed. As usual, all infor¬ 
mation on available courses was on 
the table to be read by members. 

We were looking forward to being 
entertained by the Llantwit Major 
Ladies Choir - and we were not disap¬ 
pointed. 

They sang a varied programme of 
songs from different countries and 


went through the gamut of feelings, 
from amusing to emotive. 

The choir obviously enjoy singing 
and have adopted the song ‘As long as 
I have music ’ as their unofficial signa¬ 
ture tune. Our thanks go to Moira, 
Peggy and Sheila- Anne for their spe¬ 
cial part in the evening. 

The competition for a programme 
from a show was won by Pat French 
and the bloom of the month by Julia 
Jenking. 

The next meeting is on March 7, 
when Richard Marks will be speaking 
on nature conservancy. Members old 
and new are welcome - and anyone 
else interested in this subject. 


COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

LLANBETHERY & 
LIANCARFAN 
Your community corre¬ 
spondents are 
Sam & Patsie Smith on 
( 01446 ) 751448 


ALAN Taylor’s body will be brought to Saint 
Cadoc’s Church, Llancarfan, on Friday night, 
February 15 at 6pm, where he will lie until 
Saturday, when he will be taken to the Cardiff and 
Vale Crematorium, Port Road East, Barry, for the 
funeral service at 2pm. 

Sue welcomes all those who wish to be at church 
on Friday and asks that they be in church by 
5.50pm and, of course, she welcomes all who wish 
to be with her at the funeral on Saturday. 




Glenda demonstrates her art to young observers. 


Concert harpist 
visits Vale village 


PHOTOS by 
IAN DIXON 



ABOVE: A local 
lady tries out 
Glenda’s harp. 



LAST month, the Peterston-super-Ely vil¬ 
lage entertainment committee invited the 
concert harpist, Glenda Clwyd, to play at 
the monthly market. 

Funds raised as a result of her recital were donat¬ 
ed to Glenda’s charity - the ‘Beach Bus’ - a fund 
which gives deprived children from the south Wales 
valleys a chance to have holiday breaks in resorts 
such as Barry Island or Porthcawl. 


Escape the Rain 
Fly Vueling to Spain. 



Fly direct from Cardiff to 
Malaga, Alicante, Majorca & Barcelona 

Book your ^13 flights at 

www.vii9Hng.com 

Cardiff airport]! 
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WI GOES ON TOUR 
DOWN UNDER... 

(without leaving Ystradowen) 


THE monthly meeting of 
Ystradowen and District WI 
took place on February 6, 
when president Jan Foyle 
introduced speaker Mike 
Baker. 

His talk was entitled ‘An evening 
Down Under’ and members were 
transported to the other side of the 
world - Australia - with an extremely 
professional presentation of photo¬ 
graphs. 

The presentation opened in a man¬ 
ner reminiscent of the Pathe News 
along with witty anecdotes. 

Mike, accompanied by his wife, 
began their holiday in Melbourne 
where their daughter is currently liv¬ 
ing and was especially interesting for 
me, as my own daughter is married to 
an Australian and lives in this beauti¬ 
ful city, which offers a range of cul¬ 
tural and sporting amenities. 

We saw pictures of landmarks, 
such as the impressive Flinders Street 
station, the Eureka tower from which 
visitors can enjoy views across the 
city and the botanic gardens, with a 
collection of thousands of different 
trees. 

The coastline around Australia 
boasts miles of sandy beaches, the 
most famous being the Great Ocean 
Road - which everybody who visits 
Melbourne must explore. 

The beaches are wonderful, and a 
surfer’s paradise. The ‘12 apostles’ 
(rocky outcrops which have broken 
away from the main coastline) are an 
impressive site. The Yarra river, 
which runs through the city and on to 
the Yarra valley, is famous for its 
vineyards. 

Many of Mike’s slides were of 
exotic birds, reptiles and, of course, 
kangaroos and koalas. 


They travelled on to Phillip Island, 
famous for the little fairy penguins, 
and then up the eastern coast to the 
sunshine coast and on to the gold 
coast. 

We were shown pictures of the 
damage caused by bush fires, which 
are a great problem in a dry and hot 
climate. 

Mike then transported us to 
Sydney, famous for the iconic Opera 
House and huge Darwin harbour. 
Sydney also boasts a beautiful coast¬ 
line, botanic gardens and, like 
Melbourne, is an attraction for those 
who enjoy good shopping. 

The tour finished back in 
Melbourne, from where they flew 
home. Jan thanked Mike for an 
exceptional presentation. 

The evening concluded with the 
monthly business. Jan showed our 
entry for the 90th anniversary book. 

Corrina, with her usual talent, has 
composed a poem, which included a 
range of our activities and Jan has 
added some appropriate photographs. 

The book will be handed over to 
Bontfaen WI on February 27. Our 
local postman has agreed to deliver 
and hand over the book in our layby. 

This will be followed by our 
monthly coffee morning. 

Entertainment for the link meeting 
was discussed. It was agreed we 
approach the harpist, Glenda Clwyd. 

Members were asked for sugges¬ 
tions for the outing in August. Chris 
Kelly has agreed to organise this 
again. 

Members were asked to bring a 
scarf with them to the meeting on 
Wednesday, March 6. The monthly 
walk will be on February 20 and the 
coffee morning on February 27. 

As always, visitors and new mem¬ 
bers will be made welcome. EL 


Children 
flock to 
Beauty and 
the Beast! 



Two favourite Disney characters at 
Llantwit Major ^s Plaza Toymaster. 
LAST Saturday, February 9, ‘Beauty and 
the Beast’ came to visit Plaza Toymaster in 
Llantwit Major. Despite the inclement 
weather, more than 70 children enjoyed hav¬ 
ing their faces painted, a free cup cake, free 
balloons - and having their photos taken. 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

cowbridge-today. co. uk 
or llantwit-major-today 


Cowbridge Rotary 
Club’s gift for an 
African hospital 


COWBRIDGE 
Rotary Club 

recently completed 
the purchase of a 
washing machine 
for a hospital in 
Mbale, Uganda. 

This was greatly wel¬ 
comed by the hospital 
staff, because previous¬ 
ly the sister-in-charge 
washed all the soiled 
bed-clothes daily and by 
hand. A modest enough 
gift in our eyes, but it 
meant so very much 
more to them. 

The desperate need 
for a commercial wash¬ 
ing machine was drawn 
to the attention of RC 
Cowbridge by PONT, a 
local charity based at 
Royal Glamorgan 
Hospital and actively 
involved in many proj¬ 
ects in Mbale. 

Volunteers from 
PONT went to Mbale 
Hospital and supervised 
the installation and han¬ 
dover of the washing 
machine. 

As part of an interna¬ 
tional organisation, 
Cowbridge Rotary Club 
sought the help of a club 
in Ottawa, Canada, and 
their own twinned club 
in Meissen, Germany. 
Both clubs agreed to 
assist, which made the 
purchase possible. 


t 


All mod cons 
at the Ugandan 
hospital... 




V 




Over the past three 
years, Cowbridge 
Rotary Club has raised 
some £42,000 by vari¬ 
ous means, of which 
approximately £2,000 
has been raised by 
Interact, our junior club. 

Funds have been dis¬ 
tributed as follows: 
£11,700 to Rotary 
Foundation, which is 
Rotary International’s 
own charity, where the 
funds are used to sup¬ 
port major humanitarian 
projects world-wide, 
such as the eradication 
of polio, to which 
Rotary is committed, in 
conjunction with the 
Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation; £4,000 to 
the Stroke Association; 
£3,400 to local youth 
projects; £2,750 to Ty 
Hafan; £1,200 to 


Macmillan Nurses; 
£1,000 to Leukaemia 
and Lymphoma 

Research; £750 to the 
local Monday Club and 
many, many other 
smaller donations - all 
made in the last three 
years. 

All the above would 
not have been possible 
without your help, you 
the people of 
Cowbridge, who have 
always turned out to 
support our events and 
who always give gener¬ 
ously to our street col¬ 
lections, and also to our 
Santa’s sleigh collec¬ 
tions at Christmas. 

President Andrew 
Lane and all the mem¬ 
bers of Cowbridge 
Rotary Club send you, 
via The GEM, a very big 
thank you. AB 


Winter ■ 

sale 

must end soon 
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all sale prices 
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Reductions 

in store 
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Councillors join 
Bridgend people 
in PoW hospital 
protest march... 


by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


COUNCILLORS 
from the western 
Vale joined people 
from Bridgend 
county borough in 
a protest march on 
Friday, February 
8, highlighting 
fears that A & E 
services at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital in 
Bridgend may be 
downgraded. 

It was estimated that 
between 250 and 300 
people took part. 

Voicing campaigners’ 
concerns, Mel Hughes 
said last week: “The 
downgrading of the 
Accident and 
Emergency Department 
at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital would result in 
longer journeys to other 
hospitals for people 
with acute injuries or 
illnesses.” 

‘NO DECISIONS’ 

Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg University 
Health Board has 
emphasised that no 
decisions have been 
made with regard to the 
hospital. 

On the day of the 



ABOVE: 

Llantwit Major town councillors Ron Jenkins, Guy Ingram 
and Gwyn John outside the A & E department at the Princess 
of Wales Hospital, in Bridgend. 


march, it released a 
statement. 

A spokewoman 
explained: “Along with 
other health boards in 
south Wales, ABM 
University Health Board 
carried out a 12-week 
period of public engage¬ 
ment at the end of last 
year to talk about possi¬ 
ble ideas for future 
changes to some hospi¬ 
tal services in south 
Wales. 

“No decisions, or 
even detailed proposals, 
have yet been made. No 
proposals suggested the 
closure of any hospitals 
or emergency medicine 


Mayor’s 
Town Hall 
scheme 

'too costlv 
and complex’ 


W E, being 

serving coun¬ 
cillors of 
Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian Town 
Council, and all past 
Mayors of this town, 
feel compelled to 
respond to the dis¬ 
paraging comments 
made by the present 
Mayor, Coun Mrs 
Nicola Thomas, in 
her column printed in 
The GEM newspaper 
on February 7. 

The facts as she 
recorded them about 
the possible improve¬ 
ment to sound and light 
facilities at the Town 
Hall are not correct, as 
written council minutes 
will show. 

The scheme to which 
she refers was promot¬ 
ed by her alone, failed 
to be approved by the 
remainder of the coun¬ 


cil and failed to get 
grant aid. It was con¬ 
sidered far too sophisti¬ 
cated and complex for 
hirers to sensibly oper¬ 
ate and future mainte¬ 
nance or servicing was 
potentially far too 
expensive, as was the 
whole scheme. 

A far simpler and 
less costly scheme is to 
be discussed with Town 
Hall hirers, particularly 
Big Screen, and despite 
continuing objections 
from the Mayor, is 
being further consid¬ 
ered; but as yet, no 
decisions have been 
made to spend any of 
the council’s money. 

No applications have 
been discussed at full 
council. 

Councillors Mrs M 
Arnold, Mrs G Baty, 

GA Cox, Mrs SM Cox, 
JR Harris, DW Morris. 


departments. 

“We are working 
together as health 
boards because some 
hospital services need to 
be reconfigured to 
improve the quality and 
reliability of care we 
give patients in the 
future.” 

The spokeswoman 
went on: “There are 
huge challenges for the 
NHS, including staffing 
and financial pressures, 
and changes in demand 
for services because of 
increasing long-term ill¬ 
nesses and an ageing 
population. 

“These challenges 
must be met coopera¬ 
tively by South Wales 
health boards, to pro¬ 
vide the best care we 
can for the area. 

“This means most 
NHS care would still be 
delivered locally, but 
sometimes, patients 
might need to travel a 
bit further to regional 
centres. 

“The trade-off is that 
they would see expert 
teams offering safer and 
more reliable services. 

“The Princess of 
Wales Hospital may 
become a regional cen¬ 
tre serving a bigger 
population and treating 
patients with serious or 
complex needs; or, if 
another nearby south 
Wales hospital becomes 
a regional centre, the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital will still con¬ 
tinue to provide the rest 
of the services it does 
now, and would also 
have a children’s assess¬ 
ment centre seeing chil¬ 
dren who were acutely 
unwell for diagnosis 
and treatment, a local 


accident centre and a 
midwifery-led birth 
unit.” 

The spokeswoman 
added: “Feedback from 
the engagement, which 
ended just before 
Christmas, is currently 
being considered before 
the health boards devel¬ 
op detailed proposals. 
CONSULTATION 

“These options will 
then go out to formal 
public consultation later 
this year. We welcome 
the active participation 
by citizens in consulta¬ 
tion when it takes 
place.” 

Llantwit Major town 
councillors Ron Jenkins, 
Guy Ingram and Gwyn 
John joined the protest 
march because people 
from the west of the 
Vale often attend the 
hospital in Bridgend. 

Coun John told The 
GEM: “We walked from 
the Newbridge Fields to 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital, to demonstrate 
against the possible cuts 
in A & E, intensive care 
and maternity services 
at the hospital. 

“Around 250 to 300 
people joined the march 
and we emphasised the 
impact cuts at Bridgend 
would have on Llantwit 
Major and the rural 
areas. 

“Public opposition is 
growing at Llantwit 
Major towards the pos¬ 
sible cuts, and many 
people are telling me 
that they will be attend¬ 
ing the meeting on 
February 21.” 

The meeting for peo¬ 
ple in the western Vale 
is to be held at 7pm in 
Llantonian Hall, 
Llantwit Major. 


Llandough potholes 

LAST weekend, the Vale Council’s BIG Eill 
team used 28 tonnes of tarmac to fill 
SlOsqm of potholes in Llantwit Major. 

They will be heading to Llandough on February 
23-24 to repair extra potholes caused by the recent 
snow and ice. 

Report potholes to The BIG Fill on 01446 700 
III, or email thebigfill@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


‘Why closing schools 
doesn’t make 


T WO weeks ago, The 
GEM reported 
rumours of school 
closures across the Vale 
and last week were in a 
position to confirm their 
names. These schools are 
Llanfair and Llancarfan 
in the rural Vale and 
Oakfield in Barry. 

Officially, the local authority 
will still not confirm or deny 
that the futures of the schools 
are in doubt, stating that their 
proposals won’t be published 
until the end of the month. 

This situation is appalling and 
perpetuates the rumours that are 
spreading like wildfire. This is 
why I am glad that The GEM 
has been able to offer clarity. 

From what I have managed to 
glean from a range of sources, 
the background relates to the 
Welsh Government’s target that 
states the local authority can 
only have 10 per cent of spare 
school spaces. The Vale is cur¬ 
rently 3 per cent over the limit. 

This policy and the local 
authority’s plans to close the 
schools are illogical. 

First, the Local Development 
Plan includes proposals for 
10,000 new houses across the 
Vale - another Welsh 
Government target - which sug¬ 
gests little joineTup thinking. 

A mere fraction of this would 
bring new families and pupils to 
our schools. 

Secondly, we are awaiting 
news on the future of MoD, St 
Athan. I have been doing all 
possible to encourage the MoD 
to base more service personnel 
on site for many reasons, 
mcluding the benefit to the 



Vale MP Alun 
Cairns reports 
to GEM readers 


community from the injection 
of people and cash to the area. 

Service personnel typically 
have families with children, 
which could increase the num¬ 
bers of pupils to local schools 
significantly. 

Although I don’t yet know the 
contents of the statement, lam 
hoping for an announcement 
later this month or early next. 

If I have been successful in 
pushing for St Athan, any data 
the local authority is using will 
be out of date. 

The third reason is that two of 
the schools earmarked for clo¬ 
sure come in the top 3 per cent 
of the best schools in Wales. 
Their inspection reports have 
been exceptional. 

This is at a time when there is 
a specific drive to improve stan¬ 
dards. Where is the common- 
sense in this? 

The third school is one of the 
Vale’s fastest improving 


sense 

schools. Over the last nine 
months it has been recognised 
by Estyn for the improvements. 

Again, where is the recogni¬ 
tion for the positive work? 

I have received a huge 
response from worried parents 
and governors. I have even 
received the most moving letter 
from a four year old pupil. 

It is obvious to me that par¬ 
ents are angry and are up for the 
fight. They feel let down by 
councillors they thought they 
could trust. 

The parents are motivated 
and are co-ordinating activity. I 
have been so impressed at how 
meticulous they are in their 
approach. 

We will work to demonstrate 
that the plans are illogical and 
are unfair. If this consultation 
has any merit, it will find that 
these proposals are simply 
wrong. 

Please sign up to the websites, 
facebook pages and twitter 
accounts to stay in touch and to 
support the campaigns against 
closure. You can find all 
addresses on my website, 
www.aluncairns.co.uk 

Finally, the closure plans have 
nothing to do with money. If 
they did, the local authority 
would support my campaign for 
a fair funding settlement for the 
Vale. 

We are one of the lowest 
funded local authority areas in 
Wales. Even Cardiff receives 
£77 extra per person from the 
Welsh Government, which 
would amount to an additional 
£9.5million a year to spend on 
local services. 

Please tell the Welsh 
Government’s Finance Minister 
that we deserve fair play. 
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CHARTER TRUST 
PLANS TO SHOW 
OFF TOWN WALLS 


THE Cowbridge 
Charter Trust - the 
organisation behind 
many recent civic 
projects in the town 
- is planning to put 
the full sweep of the 
town walls back on 
view to the public 
and visitors 

The details should be 
unveiled at the trust’s 
annual general meeting 
on February 26. 

At that meeting, the 
chairman of the trust, 
Peter Jones, will give an 
illustrated presentation 
of the proposal to rede¬ 
velop the disused cattle 
market area which is on 
land adjacent to the town 
walls. 

A trust spokesman 
said that the sheds and 
railings are currently an 
eyesore which obscures 
the walls. They will be 
replaced with landscaped 
car parking. 

Cowbridge Town 
Council recently wrote 
to the chairman of the 
trust, confirming their 
support for the project. 

At the AGM, there 
will also be a tribute to 
Mike Meredith, a 
founder member of the 
trust, who died last year. 

Also, there will be a 
slide show review of the 
various activities under¬ 
taken during the year. 

The meeting is in the 
Lesser Hall, Cowbridge 
Town Hall, on Tuesday, 
February 26, doors open 
7.10pm for a 7.30pm 
start. 

How does 
system 
work? 

I READ with inter¬ 
est the article by 
Philip Irwin, 

‘£2.4m windfall from 
school site sale^ (The 
GEM, February 7). 

He refers to the Vale 
of Glamorgan Trust 
Committee considering 
the financial advice 
given to the Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
Trust. 

The total investment 
fund for that trust is now 
approaching £3m, but 
income from that trust 
has to be handed over to 
another trust, the Sir 
Thomas Mansel 
Franklen Trust, who sup¬ 
port Cowbridge pupils 
and ex-pupils with 
grants. 

I wonder whether 
there is any link with the 
Cowbridge Charter 
Trust, which could make 
it all a little more diffi¬ 
cult to follow? 

Perhaps some expert 
could explain to us all 
how this system works, 
so that other schools 
may benefit from similar 
arrangements. 

Dennis Harkus 
(FocusBARRY 
supporter) 



‘Police numbers 
are strong’ 

says superintendent in 
response to concerns 


THERE are more 
police operating in 
the Vale than ever 
before - and there 
will be the further 
boost of more 
PCSOs in the 
future, a police 
spokesman has told 
The GEM. 

Superintendent Paul 
James said foundations 
were being laid that 
would make the police 
service ‘fit and effec¬ 
tive’ into the future. 

Superintendent James 
was responding to a 
Llantwit Major resident 
who wrote to The GEM 
claiming the number of 
burglaries in the area 
was increasing, and that 
it was a reflection of 
reduced police cover. 

The person, who 
does not want to be 
identified, pointed out: 
“I would like to know 
why we are not being 
informed about the 
increasing number of 
house break-ins in the 
area. 

“Since the closing of 


Report by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


the Llantwit and 
Cowbridge police sta¬ 
tions, there are few 
police on duty. 

“It is a open invita¬ 
tion to all crooks to 
come into the area - 
and they have. 

“We, the community, 
are still paying our 
taxes, yet getting less or 
no police service.” 

(The full text of the 
letter can be read on 
page two). 

‘MORE VISIBLE’ 

But Superintendent 
Paul James refuted the 
points made. 

He explained: 
“Despite the changes to 
front desk opening 
hours, this is not 
reflected in any change 
to the number of pohce 
officers in the area. 

“Police officers are 
still based at Barry, 
Penarth and the rural 
Vale. 

“We have more offi¬ 
cers working through¬ 


out the Vale today than 
we’ve ever had before. 

“This number is set 
to be boosted with the 
addition of over 35 new 
Welsh Assembly-funded 
PCSOs across the Vale 
and county borough of 
Bridgend, making the 
police service even 
more visible.” 

Superintendent James 
emphasised that the 
police service was 
adapting to changes in 
society and was even 
more available to pro¬ 
vide help. 

“The use of new 
mobile technology and 
innovative partnerships 
with local businesses 
and organisations, 
including the Vale 
Council, means our 
officers are also more 
accessible than ever, 
positioning themselves 
at numerous community 
buildings and retail out¬ 
lets. 

“The reality is that 
people are less likely to 
need to make a special 
trip to visit a police sta¬ 
tion.” 

He added: “I want to 
reassure local commu¬ 
nities across Bridgend 
and the Vale that polic¬ 
ing will not be adverse¬ 
ly affected, and strong 
foundations are being 
laid to ensure a fit and 
effective police service, 
which meets the actual 
needs of the communi¬ 
ty, today and in the 
future.” 


Comedy night 
at rugby club 

ON Friday, February 15, Llantwit Major 
Rugby Club will be hosting a ‘Valentine 
Comedy Night’. 

A spokesman said: “We have live adult comedy 
from Steve Spit, the official support act of Roy 
‘Chubby’ Brown’s world tour. We also have live 
music from Burning Bridges and special guest DJ 
Mike Allen.” 

Tickets (£15) are available from behind the bar 
at the rugby club. All the evening’s proceeds will be 
going to the mini rugby Canadian tour fund. 


RIGHT: 
Jan Parry 
(chair) 
and Ian 
Pearson 
(vice-chair) 
have a 
last go 
on the 
old swings, 
while local 
children 
patiently 
wait their 
turn! 



New playground soon 
at Peterston-super-Ely 


MONDAY, February 10 was an exciting 
day in Peterston-super-Ely. 

After 12 months of hard work and fundraising, 
the contractors moved in to prepare for the instal¬ 
lation of a brand new playground. 

A spokesman said: “With the help of Creative 
Rural Communities and the Vale Council, the 
work is now able to go ahead. The Peterston 
Playstation, (a sub-committee of the Peterston 
Community Council) has worked tirelessly 


fundraising and by the end of April, they will be 
able to see and use the fruits of their labour - a 
new children’s playground. 

The project has received funding through the 
Rural Development Plan for Wales 2007-2013 
which is funded by the Welsh Government and the 
European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development. 

The funding is administered by Creative Rural 
Communities, the Vale Council’s Rural 
Regeneration initiative. 


SCHOOLBOYS’ CALL FOR 
BETTER BROADBAND 



Tales of faith 

THE Vale Church’s previous third Sunday of 
the month ‘Cafe Style Service’ in Cowbridge 
proved another great evening. 

We listened with astonishment as we heard the 
stories of an ex-doorman and ex-drug dealer, as they 
told us of their powerful experiences with God and 
the change it has brought in their lives. 

Next Sunday (February 17), we will hear the story 
of a man who outwardly ‘had it all’ but was in 
despair internally, until he found peace. Come 
along to hear an interesting and life changing story 
at the function room, Duke of Wellington, Cowbridge 
at 5pm. NH 


LAST week, Vale 
MP Alun Cairns 
met schoolboys 
from Ogmore-by- 
Sea who presented 
him with a petition 
for better broad¬ 
band for their com¬ 
munity. 

Luke Wybar, aged 13, 
and his brother Callum 
and school friend Robert 
Murray handed over the 
petition which has more 
than 150 signatures from 
residents. 

Luke has gathered the 
signatures from people 
who want a faster, high¬ 
er capacity broadband 
service to help with 
school work, social 
media and to support 
business and home 
workers. 

Mr Cairns will present 
the petition to BT 
Openreach - the contrac¬ 
tor appointed by the 
Welsh Government on 
the rollout of superfast 
broadband across Wales 
from the £56million 
made available by the 
UK government. 

Mr Cairns said: “I’m 
really impressed by the 
hard work by Luke, 
brother Callum and 
friends have put into 
gathering so many signa¬ 
tures. 

“I have passed the 
petition on to BT 
Openreach and the 


superfast broadband 
project team at the 
Welsh Government. 

“I was pleased to host 
the briefing session by 
BT on broadband roll¬ 
out for all Welsh MPs in 
Westminster recently 
and would urge every¬ 
one to register with the 
new website the BT 
superfast broadband roll¬ 
out team has created, to 
see the schedule of when 
your area will be target¬ 
ed for improvement.” 

To find out more 
about the areas to be 
targeted, register with 
WWW. superfast- 
wales.com/home which 
has a postcode checker 
service for superfast 


ABOVE: 

Alun Cairns MP, Luke Wybar, 
Robert Murray and Callum Wybar. 


COMMUNIIT 

NEWS 

TKEOES, LLANGAN 
&STMARYHILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Llangan 

a’ward 

THE Vale Council 
Building Excellence 
awards included St 
Canna’s, Llangan, 
where the old school 
room “now a very 
attractive meeting 
room” was commend¬ 
ed. 

Llangan 

school 

AS it was the last day of 
term on Eriday, 
Eebruary 8, the pupils 
at Llangan school were 
given a free hand in 
organising a concert. 

The children given the 
important job of present¬ 
ing individual acts were 
Georgia Thomas, Ola 
Gallon, Tom O’Connor 
and Ethan Emery. 


Reception class 
danced to ‘One 
Direction’ - they were 
Ava Hughes, Elizabeth 
Vimels, Zoe Waddington, 
Elbe Erancis and Molly 
de Courcy Davies. 
Reception boys were 
Zack Bowen and Ellis 
O’Connor. 

Thomas Morgan 
(year-4) entertained on 
the saxophone - not the 
easiest instrument for 
someone so young. 

Mary’s 

grandchild 

MANY congratulations 
to Mary Noyes, former 
headteacher of Llangan 
school on the birth of 
her first grandchild - “a 
beautiful girl”. 
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"Wales can 
lead in health, 
well-being and 
social care’ 


I T is always 
welcome when 
developments 
in Wales are 
recognised at a 
UK level in press 
articles and policy 
conferences. 

Recently, the 
Minister, Carl Sargeant 
AM, was the key speak¬ 
er at the Women against 
Violence (Europe) 
Conference in London 
where our plans for leg¬ 
islating to help prevent 
violence against women 
were widely welcomed. 

The White Paper on 
this forthcoming Welsh 
Bill is now out for con¬ 
sultation and can be 
accessed via the Welsh 
Government website 
WWW.wales.gov. uk 
<http://www. wales.gov. u 
k> 

Our Social Services 
Minister, Gwenda 
Thomas AM, was also 
praised in the Guardian 
Society pages recently, 
with the publication of 
our Social Services and 
Well-Being Bill. The 
headline read: 

“Has Wales found the 
winning formula for 
healthcare? All indica¬ 
tors show that the coun¬ 
try's approach to the 
integration of health 
and social care services 
is working?' 

There has been a great 
deal of consultation 
leading up to the publi¬ 
cation of this new Bill 
which includes meas¬ 
ures that would require 
the NHS and Social 
Services to collaborate, 
including the use of 
‘pooled budgets’. 

This simply means 
that NHS and local 
authority social services 
budgets can be com¬ 
bined to fund services 
which integrate health 
and social care. 

This is already being 
taken forward with 
schemes set up between 


Health Boards and local 
authorities across Wales. 

The Institute for 
Fiscal Studies has iden¬ 
tified that over the past 
three years, local gov¬ 
ernment spending on 
social services in Wales, 
is better than in England 
or Scotland. 

This reflects the prior¬ 
ity the Welsh 
Government gives to 
funding social care, as 
well as the NHS. 

Learning many les¬ 
sons from the Gwent 
Frailty Project men¬ 
tioned in the Guardian 
article, mixed teams of 
health and social staff 
take responsibility for 
the care and rehabilita¬ 
tion of older people to 
reduce the dependency 
on hospital admission. 

There is a similar 
scheme in Cardiff and 
the Vale and across the 
rest of Wales, funded by 
my ‘nvest to Save’ recy¬ 
clable loans programme. 
You can access more 
information about the 
Social Services and 
Well-Being Bill on the 
Welsh Government 
website. 

The other programme 
in Wales which is 
attracting attention is 
the Wales EH (Familial 
Hypercholesterolaemia) 
Genetic Screening 
Service which has been 
available since 2010. 

The service helps pre¬ 
vent heart attacks which 
can be the result of an 
inherited cardiac condi¬ 
tion that the patient 
might not be aware of. 
EH sufferers develop 
high levels of choles¬ 
terol in their blood, but 
once detected, can be 
treated. 

I first became aware 
of EH and the ways in 
which it can be detected 
through genetic screen¬ 
ing, when I hosted an 
event in the Senedd sup¬ 
ported by the British 
Heart Foundation. 

There are EH special¬ 


ist nurses and genetic 
counsellors working 
with GPs, hospital 
physicians and laborato¬ 
ry staff to screen fami¬ 
lies with EH and the 
Wales Service is now 
regarded as an exemplar 
of best practice for other 
parts of the UK. 

If one person is iden¬ 
tified as having EH, 
immediate relatives can 
be contacted and offered 
testing through the fam¬ 
ily in a ‘cascade’ fash¬ 
ion. 

The service has a 
patient and family sup¬ 
port programme and I 
have linked up with 
many families in the 
Vale of Glamorgan who 
have used this service 
over the past few years. 

The headline recently 
in the UK press read 
‘Blood Screening that is 
preventing heart attacks 
- but not in England’. 

The British Heart 
Foundation is promoting 
the service in Wales and 
says that this should be 
a priority for the NHS 
in England. 

There are many areas 
of health care where we 
are investing in new 
technology with a new 
all-Wales Health 
Technologies Fund, 
funding CT Scanners, 
Linear accelerators. 
Ultrasound scanners and 
genetics equipment at 
the University Hospital 
for Wales. 

There is always need 
for more investment and 
a great deal of dedicated 
fundraising is also being 
undertaken by groups, 
organisations and indi¬ 
viduals. 

I applaud Karen’s 
Cause for their 
fundraising events for 
treatments for cervical 
cancer, and hope there 
will be excellent support 
for their fundraising 
Ball on March 2 at the 
Memorial Hall Theatre 
in Barry. 


NEW RECRUITS 
AT COSMESTON 



THREE more enthusiastic vol¬ 
unteers have joined the team at 
Cosmeston Medieval Village. 

Catherine, Wayne and Alun were 
given a tour of the site and facilities 
by Henry Hogg the swine herd and 
Walter the village Reeve. 

The willing recruits will assist 
with the upkeep of the village, from 
gardening and general maintenance 
around the grounds and buildings. 


New volunteers 
get a warm 
welcome at 
Cosmeston 
Medieval 
Village by 
Henry Hogg 
the swine¬ 
herd, and 
Walter the vil¬ 
lage reeve! 

to assisting with interior furnishings 
and even dressing up in full medieval 
costumes during public tours. 

Steve Latham, country parks and 
commons manager said: ‘It’s great 
to see people giving up their spare 
time to support this valuable project. 

“Our volunteers make a valuable 
contribution in assisting our staff 
with the running of the village so 
we’re always delighted to welcome 
new volunteers into the fold”. 



W®QsIh 


by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 

(Minister for 
Finance and 
Leader of the 
House) 

V _ y 


VALE COUNCIL REVEALS 
NEW TAX ARRANGEMENTS 


AROUND 11,000 low income 
households in the Vale will not 
have to pay more towards their 
council tax bill from April, 
after the Welsh Government 
reversed its decision to cut sup¬ 
port by 10 per cent. 

Council tax benefit is still 
being abolished in April, due to 
the UK Government’s welfare 
reforms, and replaced by a coun¬ 
cil tax reduction scheme with 
local discretions. The amount 
paid under the new scheme has 
been set by the Welsh 
Government. 

The original Welsh 
Government decision made in 
December would have left eligi¬ 
ble claimants having to pay at 
least 10 per cent towards their 
council tax, even if they pay noth¬ 
ing this year (2012/13). The 


Welsh Government has now found 
an extra £22million, which it is 
spending on the scheme to keep 
the support at current levels for 
most people. Plans to abolish the 
second adult rebate remain in 
place. 

A Vale Council spokesperson 
said: “The Vale Council Tax 
Reduction Scheme consultation 
has now closed and the responses 
have been analysed. The council 
would like to thank all those who 
contributed. ” 

Following consultation, the 
Vale Council has decided to 
adopt the National Council Tax 
Reduction Scheme, with the fol¬ 
lowing local discretions: 

0 That the council should con¬ 
tinue to allow extended payments 
up to a maximum of four weeks. 

0 That the council should con¬ 


tinue to disregard war widow and 
war disablement pensions in 
assessing income for council tax 
reduction. 

0 That the council should con¬ 
tinue to allow backdated benefit 
for a period of up to 26 weeks. 

0 That the council should adopt 
the minimum requirements speci¬ 
fied in the regulations when issu¬ 
ing notification of decisions on 
council tax reduction. 

The spokesperson said: “This 
will significantly improve the 
financial position for those vul¬ 
nerable households who would 
have faced increases in their 
council tax bills, as well as those 
who would have had to contribute 
to their council tax bills for the 
first time. ” 

For more information, visit 

WWW.valeofglamorgan.gov. uk. 




Oisa G«mini 

Squam topoarqtjfclc crafted 
af>3 c.K .:o-ooluatr»3 .uTtiid 

k Ch»i i • 


Oi&a Zara 

fADd®«^n th^-T- • Iter sc c ■ - r ' y crahr 1 
s m: aod armch^r 


'/A. f 1 1 Sal« £599 n0991 SaU £549 


Superb up to HALF PRICE savings for every room in your home 


Shop ofiline at 
le«k«s.co.uk 


Llaotflfcant, ' Rt~T 8XU 

Telephone 0845 050 8240 


■ Soles ■ Din«%9 ■ ■ Cerpou ■ InlMfiev Otigr^ ■ Horvn* 

■ St^to 9 raird 4 Paper ■ KrtcKe^ ■ Hatnrocms ■ 


Leekes 

You're K>me 
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Ani-Gll 0 »gv 12 Tog Ouvof 

NOW reOM £13.59 


L 


LKxjM *917. ^K3V 


Mzoi Tenaoona Doubis OiMet Set 

£16.99 


rr 1 

SNUGGLE 

UP 



■ 

,r- ■ 

> 



iGcJdv Bear Throw 

»2rxf7dcrr £9.99 
230 x 2 a 3 crr £19.99 

9 CC 3 I 0 IJS Bk ctutf^GTS ciMai[±le 



Arftonftole 

FROM £29.99 ' 

$ SM 5 ftW-M VlfiTl 

ino9 A ttow 


STYLISH 

& 

PRACnCAl. 



1 ft. Kews £24.99 
4 Stee Tooste' £29.99 

6 coiou* 



Brights Kitchen Plastics 

OR £1.29 each 

^ CMJcbO ri 6 OdOUH 

fW m% Af„. Bridgend Tel Q1656 Bl B500 
?ok: JVaa Cio« 


Selected tormg Boards 
E.g Adcfe Rjiple iioniig Boaid 

NOW £23.99. 

NQOCt>»dQiK««r aNV.iw ■ i:; A.md 


nTTTif??if^ 



Ff • .* 

Jirva '■ 

WMedunetaMTilll sorn 


mill 


LTWlttfOl WQMT 


Dinas Powys Rotarians 
honour founder member 



Founder members still active at the club, with Paul Smith (front row, centre). 


AT a recent dinner meeting 
in the Huntsman 
Restaurant, Dinas 
Powys Rotarians were 
pleased to assemble for the 
election of Paul Smith as 
an honorary member of 
their Rotary Club. 

Paul Smith was born in 
Harrow, north west London and 
was educated at The Merchant 
Taylor’s School, Northwood. 

He graduated in medicine from 
St Thomas’s Hospital, London, 
where he was house physician. 

In 1965, Paul went to 
Southampton on the St Thomas’s 
rotation, where he met Roger 
Williams, and gave up metabolic 
diseases for the study of liver dis¬ 
ease. In 1966, he moved to King’s 


College Hospital with Roger 
Williams as the first research fel¬ 
low on the new Liver Unit. 

In 1972, he was appointed to 
the University of Wales College 
of Medicine as senior lecturer 
with consultant status, and in 
1978, became an NHS consultant 
at Llandough Hospital, Penarth, 
and at The University Hospital of 
Wales. 

In 1988, Paul joined Dinas 
Powys Rotary Club as a founder 
member, and has been an active 


and enthusiastic member ever 
since. He is always one of the first 
volunteers for any of the events 
organised by the club. 

In 2003, Paul became the 
club’s president and with his sup¬ 
port and guidance, the club start¬ 
ed many leading charitable 
events, which are still continued 
successfully today. 

Club president Ged Crosby 
was delighted to present Paul with 
his honorary membership. CJ 


Monknash camping 

LAST week’s GEM report on camping in the Vale referred 
to the Heritage Coast campsite in Monknash. 

Mr Glyn George, who runs the campsite, was quoted as saying that 
the site would not be taking single sex groups. 

To clarify, this was a reference to the site’s policy of not taking stag 
or hen parties, to minimise any noise or disruption to local residents. 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 



«(>- npimmicj j 

COdWIlffi CBmiE 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurhished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, electric, LPG and 
dual fuel in stainless steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

EXTRADisCOUNTFEVERY'SATURDAY 
DURING FEBRUARY Only with this advert 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & snowroom 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


* TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 
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fill up on 

BARRY'S 

biggest 

BUFEET 

variety 

nights 


PIE N1 


‘jfiSSr" 


viurry 
GRILL BAtU 

»B| CHICKEN FE^ 

Sit^ Carveru 


A different all you can eat buffet every night 
at your new Brewers Fay re From just 

£7.99 


From our classic P»e Night to our delicious Curry N»ght. you can en/oy 
o different buffet every night of the weeic with our all you con eot 
Theme Nights. So. you*re guofonteed to find sometNng the whole 
family will love From Spm weekdays arid from 12 noon ot weekends. 

But if you can’t woil until the evening, there’s oh^ays our vetumptious 
range of buffet favourites for just £5 99 - available every weekday between 
1 2 noon and Spm. And if you don ’t foncy o buffet, our Pub Classics menu 
is ovaikible all day evei y day. 

You con hnd your new Brewers Foyre on Barry waterfront next to the 
Old Pumphouse. To booit. or fcK more informotk>n, call us on 01Aii6 724971 


Brewers 

Fayre 
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CARDIFF 
Lyon Close 
Industrial Estate, 
Penarth Road, 
Cardiff 
CRl 8TU 



ADD Pk. iOi^CkyiXit cTI^ or ONiKyyitp>icKd»ooNci tor ftw > mttfx 

3r^l>t'4NMTr^1 ti ayfmi a q4tW0<bAHll9Ui<»w« rt crc<wJ*iJsttDO.tBt<l<mitrttp«yiUttOW>lr»4rHjr>«fctw.lto«Ml>a»« di wr<> t> f^bt >» i pi4 wi S— 



















Thursday, February 14th, 2013 


www,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 13 


Marie Curie Cancer Care provides high quality nursing, totally free, to give 
terminally ill people the choice of dying at home, supported by theirfamilies 


Marie Curie 


H 


The GEM is making a donation to Marie Curie Cancer Care as a result of this advertisement feature 


MAKE DAFFODIL DAY A 
GOLDEN ONE FOR MARIE 
CURIE CANCER CARE! 


...Turn your workplace 
i;elIow on St David’s Dap! 


V OLUNTEERS and staff at the 
Marie Curie Hospice in 
Penarth are hoping that their 
flagship fundraising campaign - the 
Great Daffodil Appeal - will hit the 
heights once again this year. 

The Great Daffodil Appeal is Marie Curie 
Cancer Care’s biggest fundraising campaign, 
taking place each March. 

A spokeswoman said: “The 2012 appeal 
was a massive success and we raised a stag¬ 
gering £6.68 million. 

“Every March, millions of people across 
the UK support the Great Daffodil Appeal by 
simply giving a donation to wear a daffodil 
pin. 

“The money raised is vital in helping 
Marie Curie nurse terminally ill people at 
home in their final hours.” 

Why collect for the 
Great Daffodil Appeal? 

(a nurse's story) 

‘^When you pick up your daffodil pin this 
March, I'd like to ask you to take a moment to 
think about your own story — the one that 
made you want to support Marie Curie. 

“/ lost my best friend to cancer, and every 
time I look at my daffodil pin. I’ll be thinking 
of all the wonderful times we shared. 

“But no matter what your reason is, I hope 
you will join me in supporting the Great 
Daffodil Appeal. 

“Without your help, Marie Curie nurses like 
me would not be able to care for people with 
terminal cancer when it really matters the 
mnsit ” 

ANNAMENON, 
Marie Curie nurse. 


Marie Curie Cancer 
Care Devoted to Life 

I enclose a donation payable to 

Marie Curie Cancer Care of: 

£25 £15 £10 

Other £. 

To make a credit card donation 

please call 029 20426068 

I am interested in doing some vol¬ 
untary work such as in a shop 
or fundraising. 

Name. 

Address. 

.Postcode. 

Telephone. 

Please return this form to: 

Georgina Burke, Marie Curie Hospice, 
Bridgeman Road, Penarth, CF64 3YR 


FUNDRAISING IDEAS 

Ask everyone in your workplace to wear 
something yellow to work on March 1. 

It’s a great way to have a good time, get to 
know your colleagues better and get every¬ 
one working together to support one valuable 
cause. 

(If you can’t make March 1 - any other day 
in the month will do!) 

The spokeswoman added: “Add a subtle 
splash of colour with a tie, socks or tights, or 
dazzle your colleagues with top-to-toe yellow. 

“Whatever your style, be sure to wear a 
daffodil pin. Not only do they brighten up an 
outfit, but every donation for a daffodil will 
also boost your fundraising total. 

“Everyone can be part of ‘Wear 
Something Yellow to Work’ - you could even 
suggest a friendly £2 forfeit to anyone not 
wearing yellow.” 

‘DAFFODIL DANCE’ 

Another fundraising idea is to organise a 
sponsored ‘Daffodil Dance’ event with 
friends or a dance club. 

The spokeswoman said: “Using steps 
designed by some of the UK’s top choreogra¬ 
phers, you can learn and perform a dance 
routine to raise money for the Great Daffodil 
Appeal.” 

The dance routines can be downloaded 
from the Marie Curie website on 
www.marie curie, org. uk/daffodil 

All you need do is pick a dance style, and 
you can choose from seven exhilarating rou¬ 
tines: Line dancing; ballroom dancing; salsa 
dancing; Zumba; Irish dancing; modern jive 
and Ceilidh dancing. 

The spokeswoman added: “Don’t feel lim¬ 
ited by the dance types on offer. You can also 
choreograph your own Daffodil Dance rou¬ 
tine in any style. 

“Carry on and learn the dance moves with 
your friends or dance club, then perform and 
collect your sponsorship. Set a date in March 
to perform your routine and ask everyone to 
sponsor you in support of the Great Daffodil 
Appeal!” 

“Register today and we’ll send you a 
fundraising pack filled with ideas and tips to 
help you and your colleagues have lots of fun 
and raise money. 

“We’ll also include a bag of distinctive daf¬ 
fodils to help you boost your fundraising 
total!” 



A.G. Adams & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Proudly supporting 
MARIE CURIE 
CANCER CARE 


m 


Gladstone Road, Barry 
Tel: 01446 735128 
www.mylocalfuneraldirector.co.uk 


ABOVE: Volunteer Jodie Bowman says that 
collecting for Marie Curie is a lot of fun! 


COUNCILLOR 
ERIC HACKER 

As Mayor of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, it gives me great 
pleasure to support 

Marie Curie Cancer Care 
Daffodil Campaign 



Y CYNGHORYDD 
ERIC HACKER 

Pel Maer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 
mae'n bleser mawr gennyf gefnogi 

Ymgyrch Cennin Pedr Gofal 
Canser Marie Curie 


Wishes the Daffodil 
Appeal every success 


33 Clearwater Way, Lakeside, Cardiff 

Tel. 029 2075 4388 


CLARITY' 

Copiers Bridgend 

www.clarityglamorgan.co.uk 

• Independently-owned local business 

• Prompt, professional service from their 
highly-trained staff - not automated! 

• No obligation basis 

• Currently in a contract? Settlement, 
upgraded equipment - call now! 

• Tailor-made solutions to SAVE £££s 

The Gear Choice - Our service sets the standard 

SHARR T: 0871 226 5898 
MAIN DEALER F: 0871 226 5899 


^ ' .ir 


\ 


Adey 
Fitzgerald 
Walker 

Chartered Certified 
Accountants and 
Tax Consultants 


Professional advice 
and a friendly service 

► Free initial consultation 

► New business start-ups 
* Self assessment tax 

returns/tax advice 

► Business accounts for sole 
traders/partnerships and 
companies 

► Company formations/audits 
» VAT ana payroll services 

Competitive rates 

The Pavilion, Eastgate, 

Cowhridge, Vale (^Glamorgan 

Tel: (01446) 772299 

also at Barry (01446) 739953 


www .funfoundationsdaynursery.co.uk 

FUN 

FOUNDATIONS 
DAY NURSERY 

^Are pleased to support 
The Marie Curie Appeai 

Vale Forge, North Road, 
\ Cowbridge CF71 7DF 
Tel. 01446 771117 

FotiTKidjfian^ ^ 






Pleased to 
assist Marie Curie 
and with any of your 
travel requirements 

SAM SMITH TRAVEL 

55 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
Telephone: 01446 774018 
Fax: 01446 773695 

sam@ samsmithtravel.com 
www.samsmithtravel.com 


lUTA 

\^8930 



BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR TREF Y BARRI 

Councillor 

LES 

SWORD 

' and members of 
the Town Council 

zvisH the f)ajfo(lil 
Campaign every success 





_ 

Conveyancing ■ Residential & Commercial 


For Wills and Probate, contact Mr.J.A.Taylor 
I Honne visits can be arranged | 

Also a full range of legal services. 

Free written quotation on request. 


Tel (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, Mid Glamorgan 
Tel (01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
89 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan 
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Roses are red 
the Jjon is too... 

Bring your Valentine 
^because there's a great ^ 
menu for you! 

3 courses 
£16.95 


MEALS 

lunchtimesT& evenings 

from £3.95 
£7.95 

Now Booking 


Out and About with The GEM 


What’s on and where. 


CAOS 

musicals 

CAOS Loves Musicals, 
St Athan Community 
Hall, Friday, February 
15 at 7.30pm and 
Rhoose Community 
Hall, on Saturday 
(February 16) at 
7.30pm. 

Tickets £5 (call 
01446 713110) or pur¬ 
chase on the night. 

Drama 

festival 

ON February 15-16, 
Glamorgan Federation 
of Young Farmers will 
be holding their annu¬ 
al drama competition 
weekend at the 
Princess Royal 
Theatre, Civic Centre, 


Port Talbot, SA13 IPJ. 

Curtain up is at 7pm 
on both evenings, and 
there will be seven 
clubs competing for the 
Clive Richards 
Memorial Shield: Wick, 
Llantrisant, Gower, 
Bridgend, Maendy, 
Gelligaer, and Neath. 

More information at 
Glamorgan® yfc- 
wales.org.uk or tele¬ 
phone 07779 331839. 

Councillors’ 

surgery 

THE Llantwit First 
Independents will be 
holding a surgery at 
the Heritage Centre, 
Town Hall, Llantwit 
Major this Saturday, 
February 16, from 
9.30am-11.30am. 


BONVILSTON 
01446 781208 




Let us know what’s on and 
where in your area - email: 

gemeditorial@tiindleinews. co. uk 


Romilly Osteopathy & Pilates Clinic 

Pilates Classes 

Monday 9.1 Sam, Friday 6 & 7.15pm 
At St Nicholas Hall, Barry 


New Beginners Class 

Starts Monday 25 February 10.30am 


Sharon - 07830 085606 

www.barrypilates.co.uk 



New Tenants and an exciting new menu at 

THE 

WHITE 
LION 

YSTRADOWEN 

FOOD SERVED: 

12 noon - 2.30pm; 5pm - 8pm 
Sunday Lunches 12 noon - 3pm 

Starters from £2.95 

Speciality ‘share’ dishes too! 

SPECIALS BOARD Delicious Desserts £3.95 

SundayLunch £7.95 

Beer Battered fillet of Cod (child) £4.95 

Whole Lemon Sole made Light Bites from £3.95 

oven baked served with a lime zest butter. Children’s Menu 

garlic baby potatoes and glazed parsnips. Takeaways available 

Pan Fried Fillet of Sea Bass 

with a vine tomato and fresh basil compote, 
crushed rosemary potatoes and a selection 
of fresh vegetables 

Home Made Steak & Doombar Pie 
Smoked Haddock Pancakes 

in a cheese sauce, topped with a poached egg. 

Traditional Chargrilled Steaks 

The menu changes on a daily basis 
in accordance with produce availability 







A traditional country inn welcome is exended by Gwyn and Ton’ Griffiths 
enhanced by chef Tony’s home cooked and locally sourced favourites and 
speciality dishes . . . Plus roaring fire, regular guest ales and 

‘they believe, one of the best Sunday Lunches in the area!’ 

(Sunday booking advisable) 

Make time to relax and unwind. 

This Saturday, 16th February, 12 noon - 2pm 
THAI BUFFET - All you can eat - £9.95! 

Now Booking for Mother’s Day - 10th March 

(12 noon - 1.30 / 1.30 - 3pm) 

Authentic home-made burgers coming soon . . . 

Please call 01446 772202 


Residents who have 
any issues to raise are 
welcome to attend. 

Councillors’ 

surgery 

LABOUR Vale and 
town councillors for 
Buttrills and Court 
wards, Barry, 

Bronwen Brooks, 
Pamela Drake, Jeff 
Evans and Stuart 
Egan, will be holding 
their regular, monthly 
advice surgery on 
Saturday, Eebruary 16 
from 10am-11.30am in 
the meeting room of 
Barry Library, Kings 
Square. 

No appointment is 
necessary. 

Group’s 

AGM 

COWBRIDGE Senior 
Citizens AGM will 
take place in the 
Lesser Hall on 
Thursday, Eebruary 
21 at 2pm. All wel¬ 
come. 

Help with future 
planning of events 
would be appreciated. 
Telephone 01446 
775508 for more infor¬ 
mation. 

Art society 
meeting 

ON Thursday, 
Eebruary 21, 
Cowbridge Art Society 
will welcome a 
Carmarthen artist, 
Mark Morris, who will 
give a demonstration 
of painting a town- 
scape in acrylics. 

The society meets on 


Thursday evenings at 
the Old Hall, 

Cowbridge (from 7pm- 
9pm). Visitors are most 
welcome. 

For the full pro¬ 
gramme, see wwwlcow- 
bridgeartsociety. com 

History talk 

THE Rhoose and 
District History 
Society is holding its 
monthly meeting on 
Eriday, Eebruary 22, 
at 7.30pm, in the 
Lesser Hall of Rhoose 
Community Hall, 
inStewart Road. 

The chairman. Conn 
Jeff James,, said: “Our 
monthly meetings are 
proving popular, thanks 
to excellent speakers 
and topics and this 
month is no exception. 

“ We have Don 
Gerrard, who will be 
talking on Smullger of 
the Bristol Channel". 

All are welcome and 
the entrance fee is just 
£1, which helps cover 
the cost. 

Charity 

coffee 

ON Eebruary 22, the 
Porthcawl committee 
of Cancer Research 
UK will be holding 
their annual coffee 
morning at All Saints 
Church Hall at Ham. 

Stalls. Tickets £1.50, 
or pay at the door. 
Support the fight 
against cancer. 


LIFT 

group 

meets 

VOLUNTARY 
organisation LIFT 
(Life Is For Today), 
a self-help group 
for those affected 
by breast cancer, 
meets regularly to 
offer support and 
friendship for peo¬ 
ple living in the 
Vale. 

On alternate 
Wednesdays, relaxation 
therapies, such as Reiki, 
reflexology and Indian 
head massage, will be 
offered from 10am-1pm. 

On other Wednesdays 
in the month, there will 
be visits out or speakers, 
which usually take place 
from 2pm-4pm. 

The next LIFT group 
meetings will be in 
Cowbridge on February 
20, between 2pm-4pm, 
with a talk on Positivity; 
March 6, between 
10am-1pm: relaxation 
therapies. 

Contact Anne on 
01446 772843 or Jan 
01446 774575 for fur¬ 
ther information. 


Skyfall 

screening 

BIG screen’s next 
film is Skyfall (Cert 
12A) on Thursday, 
Eebruary 21 at 
7.30pm in the Town 
Hall, Cowbridge. 

When MI6 comes 
under attack, James 
Bond 007 (Daniel Craig) 
has to defend M (Judi 
Dench) at all costs. 

Tickets £4 (available 
in advance from the 
Town Clerk’s office, or 
on the door). 


^LLANTWIT MAJOR 

CRAFT & 
GIFT FAIRS 

New stalls to see... 
Regular monthly fairs 
restart this Saturday 
16th February - 
Llantonian Hall 
(behind the library) 
10.00am - 3pm 

Come and see your regular favourites, look at 
new stalls and indulge in a yummy snack. 

Enquiries, contact Peta Shields 
E: petashieldsCs^gmaiLcom ^ 


Orchid Day 

with Ian Parsons 

Orchid care & talk 
_I lam & 2pm_ 

Sunday, 17th February 

Terry Walton - 2pm 

Author of'My life on a hillside allotment’. 

Plus Owls 4U, RSPB stall 
& Farm Food Produce. 
Kettler Clearance 

Garden Furniture 
up to 70% off 

Mix & Match 



Large selection of outdoor 
pots & shrubs 

• Seed potatoes 

• Bulbs - including Begonia & Dahlia 
• Propagation 

• Coffee Shop - home cooked 
daily specials £3.95 

Port Road, Wenvoe, Cardiff 

Tel. 029 2059 8118 

www.stylegardens.co.uk 


Fontygary 


f /dW 


i/ LEISURE 
r PARK 

Fontygary, Rhoose, Vale of 
Glamorgan, CF62 3ZT 
Tel. 01446 710386 


SWIMMING LESSONS 

to commence 22nd 
February (5 week course) 

Fridays: Beginners/ 

I mprovers/Advanced 
Saturday Mornings: 

Beginners 

Limited spaces available - small classes 

Contact Jennie 01446 710386 
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Hitchcock an 
enjoyable, if light, 
look at director 


T here is lit¬ 
tle argument 
that one of 
the most pivotal 
films in cinematic 
history is Psycho, 
Alfred Hitchcock's 
classic - but the 
backstory to the 
film, and the mak¬ 
ing of it - is a tale 
in itself worth 
telling. 

It is one one that has 
now reached cinemas, 
under the name 
Hitchock. 

Anthony Hopkins 
plays the director, as we 
follow him and his wife 
Alma (Helen Mirren) as 
they go about making 
the film, with stars Janet 
Leigh (Scarlett 
Johansson), Vera Miles 
(Jessica Biel) and 
Anthony Perkins (James 
D'Arcy), and the 
impact it has upon their 
personal, and profes¬ 
sional, lives... 

It appears with the 
release of Hitchcock, 
and BBC's The Girl 
(which told of the mak¬ 
ing of The Birds) that 
the life of Alfred 
Hitchcock is most cer¬ 
tainly one deserving of 
being told, the man 
behind the character 
deeply intriguing and 
compelling. 

Getting an actor of 


the magnitude of 
Anthony Hopkins to 
take on the mantle of 
one of the finest direc¬ 
tors in the medium of 
cinema certainly adds 
gravitas, but come the 
conclusion you can't 
help but feel Hitchcock 
doesn't dig as deeply 
into his psyche as you 
would perhaps hope. 

This is a film that is 
as much about 
Hitchcock as it is his 
relationship with wife 
Alma, a woman whose 
talent brought much to 
his work but who will¬ 
ingly allowed her hus¬ 
band to take centre 
stage. 

As such, pairing 
Helen Mirren with 
Hopkins is a master¬ 
stroke, the pair shining 
brightly, with Mirren 
taking the honours pri¬ 
marily, as she isn't 
encumbered by such a 
larger-than-life charac¬ 
ter. 

Instead, while 
Hopkins battles his way 
through the excellent 
prosthetics and vocal 
tics to deliver a per¬ 
formance that manages 
to stay a step ahead of 
being a caricature, 
Mirren essays a woman 
whose devotion to her 
husband is tested not 
just by the background 
to making Psycho but 
also by an author who 
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who wants to work with 
her (a deliciously oily 
Danny Huston). 

Mirren's performance 
is a wonder, the strength 
of the actress being 
reflected in Alma’s 
steely resolve, but 
showing how that 
resolve is teased with 
by her husband's actions 
and the pressures of 
their relationship. 

Hopkins is somewhat 
let down by a script that 
occasionally makes 
interesting observations 
about Hitchcock, but 
too often resorts to the 
stereotypical elements 
of the director's life. 

We know he loved 
blondes and grew over¬ 
ly attached to his lead¬ 
ing ladies, and we know 
he was a prickly indi¬ 
vidual, but the script 
doesn't give us more 
than this, Hopkins' per¬ 
formance contending 
with this base character¬ 
isation. 

Around the pair are 
nicely tuned, but slight, 
turns by the likes of 
Scarlett Johansson, 
Jessica Biel, Michael 
Stuhlbarg and James 
D'Arcy, but the main 
focus is on the central 
pairing and their per¬ 
formances are pleasing 
to watch. 


Director Sacha 
Gervasi shoots the film 
in a very low-key way 
(almost television-esque 
at times) but commits to 
the blackly comic tone 
wholly, the film never 
quite taking itself fully 
seriously. 

It doesn't lapse into 
full-on comedy, but 
there is a certain playful 
element to it that 
Gervasi relishes in. 

While it makes some 
nice little nods towards 
Hollywood's tendency 
to play it safe (even 
then, it seems, there was 
little desire to take 
risks) and highlights 
how Hitchcock's desire 
to make the film, and 
the way it was present¬ 
ed, was going against 
the grain of the times, 
not enough is made to 
place the film within the 
context of pushing the 
boundaries. 

Ironically, the slasher 
template that Hitchcock 
pioneered with Psycho 
is now de rigeur for the 
type of horror films that 
are accepted as par for 
the course and clog cin¬ 
emas while pushing 
riskier fare away. 

Certainly Hitchock is 
a likeable film with 
pleasing turns and a 
gentle, humorous tone; 
but it could have been 
much more and it's fail¬ 
ure to dig deeper means 
it isn't as vital as it 
should have been. 

VERDICT A pleas 
ant and intriguing tale, 
Hitchock is an easy 
watch that plays it a lit¬ 
tle too safe at times. 
Some strong perform¬ 
ances by Anthony 
Hopkins and Helen 
Mirren give the film lift, 
but it's lack of bite 
makes it a missed 
opportunity to tell the 
story of a great director 
and film. Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Gods and 
Monsters (1998), Ed 
Wood (1994). 


ATTENTION... 

Why not invest in a bargain or 
convert some extra cashflow 

AUCTION SALE 

Saturday 23rd February, 2.30pm 

Closing date entries, 
Wednesday, 20th February 

Cars, 3-piece suites, oak 
furniture, antiques, collectibles etc 
at 

PONTYCLUN AUCTIONS 

Coedcae Lane, Talbot Green CF72 9EN 

Enquiries call Tony on 07849 432 085 
Email: pontyclunauctions(^hotmail.co.uk 
www.pontyclunauctions.co.uk 


THE VALE RAMBLERS GO 
WALKING IN THE RAIN! 



THE weather fore¬ 
cast said it was 
going to rain, and 
they weren’t 
wrong, as 11 hardy 
Vale Ramblers 
(with Del Rees, the 
leader), set off for 
an eight-mile walk 
in the Blaenavon 
area. 

Arriving at the start 
of the walk at 
Cwmtillery Nature 
Reserve, waterproof 
trousers and jackets at 
the ready, although one 
bright walker had the 
forethought to bring a 
large umbrella with her 
- not the usual equip¬ 
ment a rambler usually 
carries - but today, it 
came in handy. 

We made our way out 
of the Reserve and 
began to climb up Twyn 
Gwryd, eventually mak¬ 
ing our way to the top, 
but due to the mist, it 
was impossible to see 
anything other than a 
few feet in front of us. 

Undaunted, we made 
our way across the 
heather. As we made the 
descent, the mist 
seemed to clear at the 
lower level, and in the 
distance we could see 
our destination. The Big 

Ty Cadog 
Scrabble 

THINGS are really 
hotting up for the Ty 
Cadog project! 

An evening in 
Penarth’s Windsor Arms 
drew some who had 
never realised Welsh 
Scrabble existed. 

A few giggled their 
way through the entire 
evening, clearly enjoying 
themselves, and a num¬ 
ber, including one of the 
organisers, who stared 
despairingly at their 
selection of letters, but 
were happy to stretch out 
the sgwrs (chat) until 
closing time. 

The next Windsor 
Arms event will be a quiz 
on March 8 but, in the 
meantime, if you haven’t 
yet completed our bilin¬ 
gual questionnaire, 
please do so, at 
http: //WWW. surveymon- 
key.eom/s/58VP7ZN 

With residents’ sup¬ 
port, the canolfan 
Gymraeg in Barry could 
be opening within a few 
months. 

/^^ Syffro! What 
excitement! 
WWW. tycadog.org 


Pit Museum. It made a 
welcome stop and we 
all enjoyed eating our 
food in the dry. 

After lunch, we visit¬ 
ed the Mining Galleries, 
where we enjoyed an 
exciting audio-visual 
experience with exhibi¬ 
tions of modern mining 
equipment. 

Leaving the dry, we 
made our way along the 
track, pass the volun¬ 
teer-run Pontypool & 
Blaenavon railway 
where a steam train runs 
along a track between 


Big Pit station and 
Whistle Stop at the 
other end. 

Stopping off at the 
pub of the same name, 
the Whistle Stop Inn for 
a swift half, we made 
our way back up the 
track, which would take 
us back over the moun¬ 
tain back to the other 
side of the valley and 
back to the start of the 
walk. 

Coming down the 
other side, the mist had 
lifted slightly, and in the 
distance we could see 


the Cwmtillery lakes 
and the Upper Tillery 
Valley. These are 
regarded as a jewels in 
the crown of Blaenau 
Gwent, but unfortunate¬ 
ly for us, the jewels 
were not able to show 
themselves to their full 
potential, due to the low 
cloud and the persistent 
rain. 

Arriving back at the 
car park, we were all 
grateful to get our wet 
weather gear off before 
we set off for home. 

Gwenda Eitzpatrick 



NEW 
GROUPS 
MONDAY 

Cwm Talwg Pub 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Severn Avenue 
Wiggy-07515 824988 

TUESDAY 

Llantwit Major 
9.30am 

Catholic Church, 

Ham Lane East 
Helen-01446 750738 

Barry RFC 
7.30pm 

Merthyr Dylan Road 
Teresa - 07889 828401 

MONDAY 

Barry 

4.30 & 6.30pm 

The Tadross Hotel, 
Holton Road 
(next to Bassett Park) 
Lorraine - 01446 407002 


Llantwit Major 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Our Lady & St llltyd 
Church (Catholic) 

Ham Lane East 
Helen-01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School 

South Road 

Niki - 01446 740394 

WEDNESDAY 

Barry 

4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-y-Castell 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton 
Methodist Church 
Church Road 
Joanne - 01446 404897 



*From 25th February 
to 9th March 2013. 
Find our more at your 
local group. 

Cowbridge - 9.30am 

Cowbridge 
Rugby Club 
Rob - 07708 941279 


Penarth Dinas Powys 

9.30am & 11.45am 5.30pm & 7.30pm 

All Saints Church Hall The Cabin by swimming 

Victoria Square pool, Hebron Hall 

Tracy - 07894 275853 Sarah - 07525852288 

Penarth Barry -10.15am 

5.30pm & 7.30pm St Helen’s Church Hall 

All Saints Church Hall Wyndham Street 

Victoria Square Niki - 01446 740394 

Tracy - 07894 275853 Cowbridge 

THURSDAY 5.30pm & 7.30pm 

n The Little Shop of Calm, 

Bai;7-5-30pm Westgate 

Highlight Park roj, . 07708 941279. 

Community Centre, Barry 
Annamarie - • 

01446 736534 C>ImW1IH 

0844 897 8000 ^ 

laiwfnlngMrorldLcoiW /yfcwiofgoo^ 


Rhoose 

5.30pm &7.30pm 

Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Celtic Way 
Helen-01446 750738 

Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Elfed Avenue United 
Church, Elfed Avenue 
Nia - 07793 885581 

TUESDAY 

Barry - 5.30pm 

Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, 
Trinity Street 
Joanne-01446 404897 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 

member is recommended by Steve Davies 

seat ljv i 


SPECIAL OFFER 

BmLLED FRONT ppORS^^^^^^ 

WINDOW * DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
‘ 6 WINDOWSyHTTEp 
’doors FITTED FROM £4M 
’ FRENCH DOORS FROM £795 ^ 

’conservatories FROW 

COMPOsifE DOORS FITTED FROM £795 . 


Z WINDOWS a DOORS W 

Z FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE ^ 
V FREE VERIICAL BLINDS “ 

Z WIDE RANGE OF SI YLES a FINISHES 
Z 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANI EE 

li::> 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 

not to be 
missed 

This stunning 

Bevelled 
Ft'ont Door 

fully fitted 
only £499 








Award Winning 
Family Owned 
Business 
since 1994! 


REPAIil SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 



Free Conservatory 
Design Service Available 

We supply & fit Fascias, 
Gutters & Oownpipes 


ASK A^UT 0u« 'MDf ^ VDOWS. DOORS AND COffSIRVATOIIIES 

Email: 

mpnwindows@aol.com 

Opening Hours: 
9am to 9pm 
7 Days a Week 


FREE ONLINE QUOTES 
arT(«t|«ii ^10 n 07976640959 


iUifiMum 

COKWfNA 

llMAfvVi 


gfnniiin vaA 


Amazing Offer! 


yw f 'EPi'e^l bliwluuUli every f ul Ivwse 

M.P.N 

chdndoMS a:id dwri arcciisryaiory fKttidl 

00)11 tcnsinrais 




choose one of these perfect doors 


BRIDGEND 01656 648464 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 

01446 439212 for the Vale 

www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF11 BAP 
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School closures in the Vale /GEM letters extra 


‘Don’t close my 
daughter’s school’ 


WHY CLOSE AN 
OUTSTANDING’ 


School closure row 
is ‘scaremongering 
at the worst level’ 


VILLAGE SCHOOL? 


L LANCARFAN School is 
a successful, thriving 
village school, full of 
happy pupils fulfilling their 
potential. 

Estyn considers it to be “outstand¬ 
ing” and in the top three per cent of 
schools in Wales. 

The Vale Council has implemented 
a consultation on changes to the feed¬ 
er school system, presumably to 
undermine local village schools, 
while simultaneously announcing its 
intention to consult on the closure of 
Llancarfan. 

This decision to run simultaneous 
consultations, appears to us to be 


morally questionable and designed to 
exert pressure upon those affected, as 
opposed to engaging in genuine con¬ 
sultation. 

Nevertheless, we look forward to 
receiving the report by the Schools 
Places Review Group on February 27, 
so that we can understand how clos¬ 
ing a high performing school at full 
capacity will improve school stan¬ 
dards. 

The Vale Council should be in no 
doubt that Friends of Flancarfan will 
scrutinise and challenge every step of 
this flawed process. 

Julia Rebhan 
Llancarfan. 


‘MP CAN DO NOTHING 
ABOUT CLOSURES’ 


I N last week’s GEM article 
about possible primary 
school closures. Vale MP 
Alun Cairns asked people 
with concerns about this issue 
to contact him. 

Education is a devolved matter and 
Mr Cairns can do nothing - except 
perhaps write to The GEM attacking 
Welsh education policy. 

Anyone with a problem or worry 
about schools in the Vale should first¬ 
ly contact their councillor, expressing 


to them any concerns they have, and 
asking for an update as to what is 
happening - and also insisting that 
the public are kept informed. 

If they are not satisfied with the 
response from the councillor,they 
should contact their Welsh Assembly 
Member. 

Policy on schools in Wales is not 
decided at Westminster, but in 
Cardiff, by the Welsh Assembly 
Government. 

Gerald Smith 
Llantwit Major. 


Where does AM stand 
on school closure? 


1 AM writing to 
you concerning 
my daughter’s 
school, Llancarfan 
Primary, which has 
been threatened 
with closure. 

As a concerned par¬ 
ent, I think that this is 
an appalling decision by 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council. 

Llancarfan Primary 
School needs to have all 
the good points about it 
publicised to help our 
fight, so that this amaz¬ 
ing school can stay 
open. 

The only reason we 
have been given so far 
is that in the Vale they 
had 14.74 per cent sur¬ 
plus places in primary 
schools, and they need 
to drop that to 10 per 
cent to save money. 

So in order to get 


I AM a mother of 
two daughters 
(aged six and 
eight) who have 
been attending 
Llanfair Primary 
School since the 
age of three. 

I feel I must write to 
you to express my shock 
and outrage at the coun¬ 
ci’s decision to change 
the feeder status of 
Llanfair, undermining 
its natural links to 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive, which 
will ultimately threaten 
the future of our school. 

Llanfair is an inte¬ 
gral part of our commu¬ 
nity and is one of the 
highest performing 
schools, not only in the 
Vale, but throughout 
Wales. 

Its last Estyn inspec¬ 
tion awarded the school 
Grade 1, and it was 
recently given a grade A 
category by the consor¬ 
tium in which we now 
live. 

My children were 
told yesterday about the 
possible closure of their 
school and, along with 
many other children at 
the school, were devas¬ 
tated. 

My husband is a cap¬ 
tain in the British army 
and was posted to 
Colchester from St 
Athan over a year ago. 

After visiting many 
schools in Colchester 
we, as a family, decided 
for myself and my two 
daughters to remain in 
the area - purely on the 
basis of our daughters’ 
education. 

We felt there were no 
schools in Colchester 


these surplus places 
down, they are getting 
rid of two of the best 
schools in Wales. 

Have they taken into 
account that with thou¬ 
sands of houses being 
built in the Vale of 
Glamorgan over the 
next 10 years, these 
places could be filled 
anyway? 

They are currently 
changing the feeder 
school system, and this 
will also cause a great 
danger to our school. 

Llancarfan is a feeder 
school for Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School, 
and if they scrap that, it 
could have a major 
impact, as the council 
could argue that parents 
will stop sending their 
children to the school if 
it is no longer a feeder 
school. 

Alana Dalton 
Barry. 


which offered the 
exceptional teaching 
skills and support to 
children, which Llanfair 
does, and the secondary 
schools did not in any 
way compare to 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive’s high 
standards and exam 
results. 

We , therefore, as a 
family, have chosen to 
live apart for two to 
three years, only on the 
grounds of the high 
standard of education 
our daughters are 
receiving here at 
Llanfair and then fol¬ 
lowing on at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive. 

This deeply upsets us, 
as we feel this decision 
has been made without 
the consideration of the 
local families. 

The council’s deci¬ 
sion is based on a bid to 
save money and reduce 
surplus places in other 
local schools. 

Surely the quality of 
our children’s education 
should come first? 
Closing a school of such 
high standard is not the 
answer. 

Perhaps concentrating 
on improvements in 
local schools and raising 
performance levels 
there, would benefit 
more children all 
around. 

I deeply feel for the 
parents, children and 
staff, not only at our 
school, but the other 
schools in the area tar¬ 
geted for closure. 

The Vale Council 
seriously needs to 
reconsider this serious 
mistake. 

Joanna Wright 
St Athan. 


W e were dis¬ 
appointed 
that Jane 
Hutt AM was 
unable to attend a 
meeting at 
Llancarfan 
Primary School on 
Thursday, 

February 7. 

The meeting dis¬ 
cussed the Vale 
Council’s consultation 
on proposed changes to 
the comprehensive feed¬ 
er school system and the 
proposed closure of 


I READ with 
interest the 
article in last 
week’s GEM, 
which stated that 
according to Philip 
Irwin, Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School Trust was to 
receive a windfall 
of £2.4 million for 
the sale of Lower 
School land. 

This begs a lot of 
questions as to why this 
Trust should receive this 
windfall. 

As an objector to the 
sale of Cemetery 
Approach, I attended a 
meeting with 91 other 
objectors on October 
27, 2007, and at that 
meeting the cabinet 
member, Coun Rob 
Curtis, informed the 
meeting that Cemetery 
Approach should be 


Llancarfan school. 

Llancarfan Primary is 
a top performing school, 
in the top three per cent 
in Wales and deemed to 
be “outstanding” by 
Estyn. 

It is also fully sub¬ 
scribed, with a waiting 
list. 

Ms Hutt has always 
held herself out as a 
committed supporter of 
high educational stan¬ 
dards and parental 
choice. 

Parents, teachers and 
the village community 
would have appreciated 


sold and developed to 
pay for the new school 
at Cowbridge. 

Further to this, at a 
meeting of Barry Town 
Council concerning the 
sale of land at Maes 
Dyfan and the children’s 
home in Robbins Lane, 
the then chairman of life 
long learning, Coun 
Katherine Kemp and the 
cabinet member, Coun 
Tony Hampton 
informed the council 
that it was necessary to 
sell land for new school 
builds. 

So, as the cash for 
these rebuilds was from 
capital and revenue pub¬ 
lic monies, I am at a 
loss to come to terms 
with the fact that, 
although the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
gives a grant, and the 
Vale Council pays for 
rebuilding, a school can 
form a trust and keep 
any windfall that comes 


her input and support, 
and we very much hope 
that she will be able to 
attend the next meeting. 

Anyone who would 
like to learn more, can 
like us on Facebook 
https ;//www.facebook. co 
m/Lanca rfanPrima ry 
School, or find out what 
makes our school out¬ 
standing at WWW. out- 
standingllancarfan.com 
Joanna Ford 
(Friends of Llancarfan 
School) 


its way. I intend to make 
a Freedom of 
Information request to 
the Vale Council, asking 
when these two Trusts 
were set up, and were 
the cabinet members on 
the governing body 
aware of the above 
arrangement. 

There are a lot of 
schools in the Vale that 
could benefit from this 
windfall, thus reducing 
the burden of council 
tax on all the council 
tax payers in the Vale. 

The question I will 
be asking the 
Information Officer is - 
when were these Trusts 
were formed,, and what 
monies has the 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
Trust received from the 
taxpayers since its for¬ 
mation?. 

Theo Stenstrom 
Barry 


T here 

appears to be 
some party 
political games 
being played in the 
press at the 
moment, with 
claims that the Vale 
Council has made 
decisions on the 
future of education 
in the Vale. 

I should like to make 
it abundantly clear that 
the Labour-led cabinet in 
the Vale have not made 
any decisions about the 
closure of schools in the 
Vale, despite rumours 
and accusations to the 
contrary. 

It is regrettable that I 
have to make this state¬ 
ment, but I have no 
alternative because of 
recent press speculation 
and the scaremongering 
tactics by the local 
Conservative MP and 
the Conservative group 
leader in the Assembly. 

This really is scare¬ 
mongering politics at the 
worst level. Regrettably 
the press have run sto¬ 
ries and people have 
believed the rumours 
and scaremongering 
without knowing the 
facts. 

These rumours 
emanated from a Part 2 
‘confidential’ council 
report that was presented 
to a recent Lifelong 
Learning Scrutiny 
Committee. 

This report was pro¬ 
duced by a multi-party 
group of councillors 
(including an independ¬ 
ent) who formed a task 
and finish group. 

The group was tasked 
to check if schools in the 
Vale had more than 10 
per cent of surplus 
places and, if so, 
whether there could be a 
rationalisation of the 


system to reduce these 
surplus places. 

This task was under¬ 
taken after the Welsh 
Government instructed 
councils to look at the 
school surplus places in 
their area. 

The task and finish 
group found that there 
are approximately 15 per 
cent of surplus places 
within the schools in the 
Vale and made recom¬ 
mendations to rationalise 
the schools as a result. 

These recommenda¬ 
tions were reported con¬ 
fidentially to the 
Scrutiny Committee and 
will subsequently be 
considered by the Vale 
Cabinet in a couple of 
weeks’ time. 

The report to Scrutiny 
was confidential, 
because there were rec¬ 
ommendations contained 
within it that were sim¬ 
ply ‘recommendations’ 
and contained informa¬ 
tion that had the poten¬ 
tial to give those who 
‘could’ be affected cause 
to worry etc. 

For that reason, they 
were shared with the rel¬ 
evant headteachers, 
given the nature of the 
report. Regrettably, the 
recommendations were 
‘leaked’ prematurely and 
there are allegations that 
the code of conduct 
within the council may 
have been breached. 

To date, the cabinet 
has simply received the 
report from the Scrutiny 
Committee, but is not 
due to consider the pro¬ 
posals for some weeks. 

It has, therefore, not 
been decided whether to 
accept their findings at 
all, either in part or in 
full. That will be a mat¬ 
ter for the cabinet to 
decide - but in any 
event, any decision 
made by the cabinet will 
be subject to public con¬ 


sultation, before any 
final decision is made. 

From what I have 
seen to date, it appears 
that (speaking from a 
purely personal level) 
some things suggested 
may not be agreed, but 
as I have indicated, that 
is a matter for cabinet to 
decide when it considers 
the recommendations; 
but whatever action is 
considered, it will be in 
the best interest of all 
Vale residents. 

At this point, perhaps 
it would also be perti¬ 
nent to make it abun¬ 
dantly clear that the 
Welsh Government have 
confirmed that if we 
have more than 10 per 
cent of surplus school 
places in the Vale (we 
actually have 15 per 
cent), that unless we do 
something to address it 
they will carry out the 
exercise for us. 

There is also the issue 
that if we reduced the 15 
per cent surplus places 
to nil, it equates to 
£960,000 per annum, 
which could be reinvest¬ 
ed into the education of 
children within the Vale. 

I am sorry that there 
has been so much specu¬ 
lation and anguish 
caused, but no final 
decision has been made, 
although it is inevitable 
that some action will 
have to be taken. 

However, I would 
confirm that the Labour- 
led cabinet’s ethos is 
clear - should we pro¬ 
ceed with any of the 
Scrutiny recommenda¬ 
tions, we will do so, to 
provide the best services 
possible under the con¬ 
straints within which we 
have to work. 

NEIL MOORE 
(Leader, Vale of 
Glamorgan County 
Borough Council) 


SHARE YOUR VIEWS 

CYYlCXll gemeditoriaK^tindleneivs.co.uk 
But remember to include full name , 
address, and telephone number! 


"Let’s show the world 
Barry is a force 
to be reckoned with’ 


I N response to the letter 
from P Inch in The GEM 
on February 7 - we CAN 
achieve what our forefathers 
did, only differently. 

The days of bustling activity cen¬ 
tred on the docks are long gone, and 
unlikely ever to return, but we can 
replace this with a different kind of 
energy, that produced by the people of 
Barry themselves when they come 
together to put their town back on the 
map. 

Seen from outside, Barry does 
appear to be a poor town; for years 
it’s been run-down and somewhat 
lacking in some of the facilities which 
help a town to thrive - and as a result, 
people have got into cars and onto 
trains to spend their leisure time in 
Cardiff. 

We do need to ask ourselves who 
was responsible for letting the town 
sink so low - and if we’re honest, we 
might take some of that responsibility 
ourselves. 

But this is changing dramatically. 
Barry is full of art, theatre, dance, 
music and other groups and Canolfan 
Porthceri Centre (CPC), established 


three years ago, is working towards 
providing an art centre in Barry and is 
working closely with all interested 
groups. 

Last year, CPC organised and 
delivered the first Barry Arts Festival 
in July/August, and this year the 2013 
festival promises to be bigger and bet¬ 
ter - thanks to the involvement of 
local groups including Vale of 
Glamorgan Artists, PUKKA 
Productions, Art4U, Positive Image 
Photographic Society, Baruc Art 
Group - too many to mention here. 

We also have a programme of com¬ 
munity art projects, and literature, 
music, choral events and workshops, 
as well as a parade and gigs at local 
venues. 

All we need is for the people of 
Barry to participate, in order to make 
Barry buzz again. 

We need to promote our town, 
show the world outside Barry that we 
are a force to be reckoned with - that 
way investment and a bustling town 
centre may just follow. 

Pat Temple-Murray, Barry 
(Canolfan Porthceri Centre) 


Llanfair school 
closure is a 
^serious mistake' 


'Questions must be asked over 
Vale school’s land sale windfalV 
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VALENTINE DISCO RAISES FUNDS 
FOR A SCHOOLS FAITH GARDEN... 



STAFF and pupils at All Saints Church in 
Wales Primary School celebrated the end 
of a busy half term with a brilliant 
Valentine Disco on Friday. 

Organised and run by the school’s dedicated 
Parents and Friends Association, the disco was in 
two parts; firstly, for foundation pupils and later 
for the juniors. 

The Barry school’s resident DJ, teacher Janies 
Ball, did a fantastic job, keeping everyone bop¬ 
ping to the latest hits as well as old favourites. 

Headteacher Richard Ware said he was 
delighted with the turnout, and thanked everyone 
who helped to make the event a success. 

The money raised will support the next phase 
of the school’s Community Faith Garden which is 
providing a wonderful facility for those seeking a 
place of calm and reflection. NM 


PACT 

meetings 

PETERSTON-SUPER- 
ELY PACT will be held 
a/ Pendoylan School 
today, February 14 at 
7.45pm. 

EWENNY PACT will be 
held in Ewenny Village 
Hall on Wednesday, 
February 20 at 7pm. 
CADOC PACT will be 
held at Palmerston 
Community Learning 
Centre on Wednesday, 
March at 6pm. 


COSMETIC SURGERY 
ADVICE AVAILABLE 


COSMETIC and weight loss 
surgery open evenings are tak¬ 
ing place at the Vale Hospital 
on March 5 and 19 at 6.30pm. 

There will be information on all 
cosmetic surgery, including: breast 
augmentation, breast uplift, breast 
reduction, face lift, nose re-shaping, 
eye lid surgery, tununy tucks and all 
other procedures. 

An evening, giving information on 
weight loss surgery options, will also 
be taking place on February 21. 
Surgery options include gastric bal¬ 
loon, gastric banding and gastric 


sleeve options. The Vale Hospital is 
just off J34 of the M4. 

The events provide an opportunity 
to hear specialist consultant surgeons 
talk about the procedures, and the 
kind of things to consider if you’re 
thinking about cosmetic or weight 
loss surgery. 

The evening will also provide a 10- 
15 minute advice session with one of 
the surgeons, completely free of 
charge. 

To book a place, contact Tracey 
Williams on 01443 449287. 


PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS’ NEWS 


Walking in the footsteps of 
a martyr at Welsh Newton 


RECENTLY, seven 
Penarth and 
District ramblers 
joined Joy at 
Monmouth Leisure 
Centre on a dry 
bright morning for 
a circular trip to 
Welsh Newton. 

The group journeyed 
along the river bank to 
Dixton before crossing 
the A40 to climb gradu¬ 
ally up Newton Court 
Lane, passing the large 
bay-windowed Newton 
Court, set in its own 
grounds with views 
across Monmouth town. 

Enjoying the views 
as they tramped up the 
muddy track in Hayes 
Coppice, they entered 
Goldsmith’s Wood, 
pausing for morning 
refreshment near to the 
ruins of Kennel Farm, 
before sloshing through 
muddy tracks to reach a 
quiet lane. 

At Welsh Newton 
Common, a track 
between houses led on 
to fields and some 
woodland and from 
open fields they 
reached the village 

Follow The 
GEM on 
Twitter 

@gem_news 


church dedicated to St 
Mary the Virgin. 

Until 1312, the 
church belonged to the 
Knights Templar as a 
sister church to St 
Michael’s in Garway, 
before passing to the 
Knights Hospitaller 
during the Middle Ages, 
whose duty it was to 
protect and care for pil¬ 
grims on their journey 
to the Holy Land. 

It remained this way 
until the Dissolution of 
the Monasteries, around 
1540. 

An annual pilgrim¬ 
age to the churchyard 
takes place on the 
Sunday closest to 
August 22 at the grave 


of the Catholic martyr 
St John Kemble, which 
lies at the foot of the 
stone cross. In 1678 he 
was found guilty of the 
crime of being a 
Catholic and sentenced 
to death. 

Miracles attributed to 
him began to happen 
and he was finally beat¬ 
ified in 1929 and 
canonised in 1970. 

The group made their 
return to the border 
town of Monmouth, 
where the Monnow 
converges with the Wye 
on its journey to the 
open sea. 

On February 16, 
meet at 9am at Cogan 
Leisure Centre for a 6- 


mile moderate walk 
from Llwyn Du to Sugar 
Loaf Mountain; contact 
Liz on 029 2051 3698. 

On February 19, the 
mid-week walk will be 
an 8-mile moderate 
train ramble from 
Treherbert to Aberdare; 
leaving Barry at 9am 
and Cogan at 9.15am to 
change trains at Cardiff 
Central to catch the 
9.36am train to 
Treherbert; contact 
William on 01446 747 
239. 

Programmes and 
membership advice 
from Pam on 029 2025 
5102. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 


Lady Taverners enjoy 
a ‘sumptuous feast’ 


THE Lady Taverners enjoyed a 
sumptuous feast, courtesy of 
Angela Gray at her Cookery 
School in Llanerch Vineyard, last 
Friday. 

Angela demonstrated a Byzantine 
feast - with flavours from Greece, 
Rome and Morocco - which includ¬ 
ed a spinach filo pie, pilaf, lamb kof- 
tas, roast chicken cooked with olive 
oil, herbs and preserved lemon, and 
an orange syrup cake. 

Following the demonstration, the 
ladies sampled the food, which was 
delicious! 

Hopefully, the food shops of 


Cardiff and the Vale are stocked up 
with pomegranate molasses and 
sumac! 

Many thanks to Angela for such a 
treat and helping to raise more than 
£900 to give children with special 
needs a sporting chance. 

The next event is a literary lunch¬ 
eon on May 17, at the Parkhouse 
Club in Cardiff, with talks by authors 
Lesley Pearce and Chris Carter. 

If you would like to know more 
about the work of the Lady 
Taverners, visit www.www.lordstav- 
erners.org. JJ 
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SHOWROOM CLEARANCE!!! 


Following our highly successful January Sale we are now 
SELLING OUT HUGE QUANTITIES 

OF DISPLAY AND STOCK ITEMS FROM OUR BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE AT UNIT 1, NORTH POINT CF31 3RX 01656-657526 


EVERYTHING BELOW AND MUCH MUCH MORE MUST BE 
CLEARED!! DO NOT MISS OUT ON THESE UNREPEATABLE BARGAINS 


BRING THIS ADVERT TO QUALIFY FOR THESE PRICES!!! 



^£ 2468 ' 

£1499 


THIS FANTASTIC MICHELLE 
OVERBED AND CORNER 
ROBE COMBINATION 
WITH HALOGEN DOWNLIGHTS 
PLUS LARGE 5 DRAWER CHEST 
WAS £2199 NOW £1499 


DOZENS OF CHESTS OF DRAWERS TO CLEAR!! 

HIGH QUALITY FACTORY ASSEMBLED 
UNITS WITH METAL DRAWER RUNNERS 
FROM KINGSTON, WIEMANN & RAUCH 

LYON 4 DRAWER 

ELEMENTI 3 DRAWER WIDE CHEST 

WIDE CHEST OAK COLOUR 

£129 BEDSIDE £189 I 

3 DRAWER - 1 

ELEMENTI 5 DRAWER — - 

NARROW CHEST £89 t 

£149 -^ -- 


6 DRAWER 
BELLA CHEST 

£199 





X J 





LOUISE 5 
DRAWER CHEST 

£99 


SIGNATURE 
4 DEEP DRAWERS 

£199 


VARIA CORNER 
CUPBOARD 

ONLY £50!!! 


Town Country DodroorrM 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 





ALL STOCK OF THESE 


FREE DELIVERY 


SLIDING DOOR ROBES 


AND ASSEMBLY 


MUST GO!!!!! 


IN YOUR HOME!!!!! 



3 DOOR 

CENTRE MIRROR 


225 cm wide / 217 cm high 

Je886'£549 


OR 

250 cm wide / 217 cm high 

J£944r£599 



2 DOOR RIGHT HAND 

MIRROR/OAK FINISH 


200 cm wide / 217 cm high 

.4&^«'£449 



2 DOOR WITH 
2 MIRRORS/WALNUT 

FINISH 


200 cm wide / 217 cm high 

-£918" £499 


HIGH QUALITY GERMAN SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS 





Unit1 

I |Eirs<r*h 



North Point 




Western Avenue 


Bridgend Ind Estate 

Bridgend CF31 3RX 


Tel. 01656 657526 

Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm 


BRING THIS ADVERT TO QUALIFY FOR THESE PRICES!!! 































































































20 - THE GEM 


wwwjacebookxom/slamorsamem www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, Eebruary 14th, 2013 


Expert denture care 
by the UK s fading 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 


DENTURE 

EX^LLENCE 

f you Vv/ear cieutures 


then vweVe got something for you to smile about 



• Reg.'lin y(X-f f.ioe's 
natural ocxitours 

• Look years younger 

• En(oy eating agai^" 

• Smiki Wirt confidonort 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 

or visit dentureexcell6nce.co.uk 


DENTURE 

E)fcELLENCE 

" uami CMii 


(I 


54-58 Norton Stroet 
CF31 3ep 


I MORE TALES FROM THE VALE | 

Rowdy times at old Llantwit 
‘Anwyl Day’ - or annual day! 


THIS article^ in what is 
a regular series^ is taken 
from the book ^The Vale 
of Glamorgan, Scenes 
and Tales among the 
Welsh\ and the explana¬ 
tory notes are by 
Angharad Wynne. 

The observations were made 
in the early 1800s by an 
anonymous Welshman, who 
was known to lawyers in 
Lincoln’s Inn, London. 

He was described as “a tall, 
solitary old gentleman who 
visited his native Vale of 
Glamorgan every long vaca¬ 
tion”. 

His notebook was published 
in book form in 1839 after his 
death, and is still available. 

NE of the entries in 
the notebook 
describes the revel¬ 
ries of ‘ Llantwit’s Anwyl 
Day’ or ‘annual’ day. 

It was held on May 3, 
allegedly the anniversary of a 
victory gained by the people of 
Llantwit Major over a band of 
Irish raiders led by one John 
O’Neale. 

Irish raids had been a con¬ 
stant threat to settlers on the 
Glamorgan coast since early 
times. The Irish were followed 
by the Vikings, and coastal 
place names evidence Norse 
settlement along the south 
Wales coast: Flatholm and 
Steepholm and Skokholm, are 
all names of Viking origin. 

The author of the notebook 


describes how on Llantwit’s 
Anwyl Day, people gathered in 
great numbers at a dingle 
called ‘Cole Hugh’ which 
opened onto the seashore. 

This is the field area 
between Cwm Cole-Hugh and 
the road to Llantwit beach 
today. 

He describes the proceed¬ 
ings: ''A fellow personating the 
Irish captain pitches his tent 
one side of it, while all the rest 
of the revellers keep on the 
other. Then the men of Lantwit 
approach the edge of the 
brook, and tauntingly call upon 
John O ’Neale to leave his tent 
and give them battle.” 

They call repeatedly, until 
eventually: ''Out pops the 
squalid figure and unshaved 
face of the mock captain. ” He 
sets his tent on fire and then 
scurries away to great shouts 
and Jeers from the Llantwit 
men. 

However, the revels do not 
end there. Next, a great lord 
and lady are impersonated by 
"a proper young man and a 
strapping wench.” They are 
described as being dressed in 
fine costumes borrowed from 
St Donats and Boverton cas¬ 
tles. 

They mount horses and 
come galloping onto the field, 
again to great cheers. Then 
they turn and lead a grand tri¬ 
umphal procession into the 
town. 

The hijinx of the event often 
turned to rowdy behaviour; 
fights were common and even 


a couple of murders seem to 
have been associated with it. 
Perhaps that is why it eventual¬ 
ly died out. 

In about 1839, however, the 
event was revived by the St 
Illtud lodge of the Oddfellows 
society. This was a much more 
sedate affair than the original 
Annwyl day, and continued 
until the beginning of the 20th 
Century. 

Are you inspired by the 
Tales from the Vale? Would 
you like to take an active part 
in keeping the heritage of the 
rural Vale alive? 

If so. Creative Rural 
Communities may be able to 
help. 

We offer support for com¬ 
munity projects that conserve 
our unique heritage. We can 
do this by supporting events, 
festivals, exhibitions or other 
activities which celebrate the 
heritage of the rural Vale; a 
range of projects which 
improve the rural Vale’s natu¬ 
ral, cultural or built heritage. 

For further information and 
to discuss your ideas contact 
Helen Blackmore, Creative 
Rural Communities, telephone: 
01446 704828; email hblack- 
more @ valeofglamorgan. org. uk. 
Article by Angharad Wynne, 
with additional historical 
detail thanks to Nigel 
Williams of Llantwit 
Historical Society. 



HEARING 

LOSS? 

YOU COULD BE 


DID YOU 
WORK IN... 

•THE STEEL 
INDUSTRY 


ENTITLED TO •POWER 
COMPENSATION: stations 



CHEMICALS 

MINES AND 
QUARRIES 

CONSTRUCTION 

/ROADS 

ANY OTHER 

NOISY 

WORKPLACE 


CALL ANYTIME FREE 

( 0808 ) 1560086 ^ 

FREE 

HEARING TEST 

NEAR YOU 

AND GET ADVICE FROM 
A SOLICITOR ON A 
COMPENSATION CLAIM 


NO WIN NO FEE 
100% COMPENSATION 
PAID 

ROBERT TARREN 

SOLICITORS 


www.roberttarren.co.uk 


Regulated by the solicitors regulation authority No 457491 
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Cardiff and Vale College 
art students push the 
boundaries in Cardiff Bay 


ART students from 
Cardiff and Vale 
College are display¬ 
ing their work and 
polishing their 
entrepreneurial 
skills at an exhibi¬ 
tion in a Cardiff 
Bay art centre. 

Four ceramics stu¬ 
dents and one graphic 
design student have 
arranged and organised 
the ‘Boundaries’ exhibi¬ 
tion, which will run in 
Craft in the Bay until 
March 3. 

Foundation degree 
students Aimee Cattle, 
Alice Wiegold, Craig 
Webber, Donna Leach 
and Rachel Mulqueen all 
have their work on show 
in Craft in the Bay’s 
Oriel 2. 

“We have a space 
called Oriel 2 which is 



ABOVE, left to right: Rachel Mulqueen, Aimee Cattle, 

Alice Wiegold, Craig Webber, Donna Leach. 

used to promote students pie through the medium exhibition and designed 
of craft and give young 


and give them the oppor¬ 
tunity to show their 
work,” Craft in the Bay 
manager Simon Burgess 
explained. 

“It’s part of our chari¬ 
table aim to educate peo- 


their own marketing 
art workers the chance to materials. The students 


MENTAL HEALTH 
MATTERS’ NIGHT 

A charity night in aid of Mental 
Health Matters Wales is being held 
at Maesteg Town Hall on March 23 at 
7pm. 

Tickets are £10 and include entry to the raf¬ 
fle. 

Musical entertainment will be provided by 
The Kilties. 

For more information, please call 01656 
733269; or contact Rachel Owens on 07793 
226182. 


show their art.” 

The exhibition was 
also an opportunity for 
the foundation degree 
students to put into prac¬ 
tice the entrepreneurship 
module of their course. 

The course intends to 
ensure the next genera¬ 
tion of arts and craft 
workers have business 
brains as well as creative 
skills. 

“The students had to 
work as a team to get the 
exhibition set up, includ¬ 
ing how the work would 
be displayed,” course 
leader for foundation 
degrees in art and 
ceramics, Billy Adams 
said. 

“They had to think 
about promoting the 


also had to price their 
work and now they are 
selling it.” 

One of the students, 
Alice Wiegold, has 
already sold one of her 
ceramic pieces and has 
been told she is more 
than welcome to bring 
another piece down to 
Craft in the Bay to 
replace it. 

Second-year student 
Rachel Mulqueen said: 

“I was really excited to 
have my work in Craft 
in the Bay - it’s a whole 
new opportunity for me 
and I’m really grateful 
for it. 

“I shall look forward 
to having lots more exhi¬ 
bitions here in the 
future!” 


PORTHCAWL USA HEAR 
OF DISASTERS AT SEA 


‘Wales’s Dangerous 
Coast’ was the title 
of a gripping and 
inspiring talk given 
to Porthcawl U3A 
by fellow member 
Allan Underhill, the 
February guest 
speaker at the Rest 
Hotel. 

Concentrating mainly 
on 19th century ship¬ 
wrecks, Allan illustrated 
some outstanding feats of 
bravery, recklessness and 
misfortune by those who 
sailed and experienced 
the extremes of the 
Welsh coast. 

There was the fearless 
Rev George Garratt from 
Manchester, who 

designed and built the 
world’s first powered 
three-man submarine in 
1778. 

To obtain Admiralty 
approval, he decided to 
sail the 30-ton vessel 
from Liverpool to 
Portsmouth, but the 
Resurgam sank in a 
storm off Llandudno, 
where it still lies in 60ft 
of water. 

The greatest disaster 
was that of the powered 
clipper ship, the Royal 
Charter, which had left 
Melbourne, Australia, 58 
days earlier with a large 
cargo of gold and many 
gold miners with their 
families and personal 
fortunes. 

Inward bound for 
Liverpool, Captain 
Taylor wanted to keep to 
his published October 26, 
1859 arrival and decided, 
while off the coast of 


Anglesey on the 25th, to 
sail through the storm 
that was gradually turn¬ 
ing into a force 12 hurri¬ 
cane. 

This ‘one in a hundred 
year’ storm sank nearly 
200 ships around Britain 
and accounted for 800 
deaths including an esti¬ 
mated 460 when the 
Royal Charter was over¬ 
whelmed and smashed to 
pieces on the rocks at 
Forth Alerth near 
Moelfre, not far from 
where she was built four 


years earlier on Deeside. 

A young crew mem¬ 
ber, Guzi Ruggier, man¬ 
aged to swim ashore with 
a line, enabling 21 male 
passengers and 18 crew 
to survive. 

This infamous tragedy 
resulted in the 
Government’s meteoro¬ 
logical office introducing 
the first gale warning 
service to seafarers in 
1860, which has since 
been copied around the 
world. 

Everyone enjoyed this 


moving talk, ironically 
given so close to where 
the SS Samtampa tragedy 
happened in 1947 with 
47 fatalities, but that’s a 
story for another day. 

Hot USA News: Noson 
Lawen on February 28 
and a new Learn Russian 
group has been started. 
For more details, see our 
website 
porthcawluSa.webplus.n 
et 

GARY VICTOR 
(Porthcawl U3A) 


Uji 


Thank you to all our loyal customers... 

Celebrating 10 years! 


I'iJUijij'JU VOLVO 3 ? 

Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... 


TRUST THE CAR, TRUST OUR SERVICE 





All servicing, repairs, 
tyres & MOTs carried 
out at realistic prices 


* Fully equipped workshop with the very latest Volvo 
diagnostic technology 

* Volvo checklist issued with every service 

* Courtesy cars available • Local collection & delivery service 

* State of the art showroom with exceptionally 
comfortable waiting area 

Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk 
For more information call 01656 769769 


Cardiff and Stile CcDloge 

Colwy Coerck|dd av Ro 



It's open 
week soon! 



Mae hi'n 
wythnos 
agored 
yn f uan! 


Cardiff end \AAe Colege 








Study in the Vale 


Study in Cardiff 

W* Fohriiory 


Astudk> yny Fro 

OqpWMcmrtH a Ch^mfror 


Asludio yng Nghoard| 

0>|dd Nvrrhcr 20"^ u ChWalter 


Vou cun ai»o up»liill throwtih il* .rt cuur»«ift in: 


0<iliwc>i h«4yd wallu'cH sgiliou cyrMUU^byr m«wn: 



www.cavc.ac.uk/openwreeks 

U3030 301U10 






www.cavc oc.uk/w^ithnosoQored 
03030301010 
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Spring is on the way, so it’s 
time to get the garden ready 


^^HDven cleaning 
Treat yourself 
Sparkling clean oven 



K een gardeners will be well 

aware of this but, for the benefit 
of other locals, it is worth point¬ 
ing out that Easter is making an early 
appearance this year, at the end of 
March. 

Also, the signs are that the cold weather 
may well have done its worst. 

The temperature is rising, and hulhs are 


K- J L ^ 

^11 02920 291770 
www.ecoovencleaning.co.uk 


GENERAL 
REPAIRS & 
BUILDING WORK 




T.<.iiiijjai.ii Mob*ntkn.-wa 


Has the snow broken your guttering? 
REPLACEMENT or RECLIPPING 
from as little as £60 


Bathroom Specialists 


Plumbing / Tiling / Carpentry etc. 

I No job too small! 

www.fernpropertydevelopment.com 


I 


TAYt37 

BUILDING " 
SERVICES 

Built on Reputation 
Quality Workmanship 

30 years Experience - References Available 


Extensions / Garages / Garage Conversions 
Renovations and Alterations 
Patios & Driveways / Brickwork 
Plastering / Conservatories 
Orangeries & Garden Rooms 


For all your Building Requirements 
and Home Improvements 

Contact Chris on 

VST 07971229234 ^ 

01446 792788 ' 


starting to come up and one could even say 
that spring is in the air! 

So, it is time to come out of hibernation, 
clean the garden tools and look in the DIY 
cupboard to gauge just how prepared you are 
for the challenges that lie ahead. 

It’s time to take those plans that you made 
during the dark, cold evenings and set about 
making them happen. 

Whether you plan to give a new look to 
your home or garden, or tackle some long- 
delayed repair project, there are businesses 
throughout the Vale - many featured on these 
pages - who can help you take those plans 
from the drawing board to completion! 


Specialist Furniture Painter 
Transformation & Restoration 
Kitchen Cabinets Hand painted 


796142 

651598 


Call Sara Llewellyn for your Free Estimate 



Vale winners 
go through 
to regional 
award final 



The tenth Vale of Glamorgan Council Building 
Control Group Building Excellence awards 
were held at the Mount Sorrel Hotel in Barry 
recently. Anthony Woodward (left) of 
Woodward Property Developments Ltd was the 
category 1 winner for the alteration and exten¬ 
sion to Llandough House, Llanblethian. The 
Vale award winners now go on to the South 
Wales Building Excellence awards to be held at 
the Vale Hotel in April. 



Before 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

7^/r Doof^ Oootof^/ 1 

A family business with vast experience in the 
replacement door and worktop market. 


Everything you require from the doorsj, tp worktPps 
and new appliances and sinks.) . j 'l I t 

W J III.'I f‘ -i 




Tke Pot^r 

01446 688018 


DOOR a|-| 01446 688018 

DOCTOR Q 01656 360027 

/fffCESS COST \^nA/w.datrr-‘dot4trr.co.uM. 
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WHO WANTS TO BUILD WHAT, 
AND WHERE IN THE VALE? 


The Glamorganshire 
Golf Club - Lavernock 
Road, Penarth - 
Retention of access 
bridge widening. 
Retention of wc facility 
on golf course. 

Mr and Mrs C Lewis - 
Pentre Meyrick House, 
Pentre Meyrick Road, 
Pentre Meyrick - 
Construction of a new 
four-bedroom dwelling. 
Mr Peter Vidler - Cwrt 
yr Ala House, 
Michaelston-le-Pit - 
Revised design for 
workshop and stores fol¬ 
lowing collapse of gar¬ 
den wall. 

Mr Richard Henton - 1- 
3 Adenfield Way, 
Rhoose - Outline plan¬ 
ning permission for four 
residential dwellings in 
lieu of three retail units. 
Mr Anthony Kerslake - 
Brook Farm, 

Llanmaes, Llantwit 
Major - Revised foot¬ 


print layout (Plot 1) 
from planning permis¬ 
sion approved under 
2012/01012/FUL to 
form an additional study 
area to ground floor 
level and a dressing 
room area to the first 
floor level. 

Mrs Bethan Budd - 4 
Wick Road, Ewenny - 
Conversion of semi 
derelict bam to provide 
ancillary accommoda¬ 
tion to existing domestic 
dwelling. 

T A Seymour - Hayes 
Point, Sully - Works to 
various trees. 

Mr and Mrs Blackwell - 
28 Lon Cefn Mably, 
Rhoose - Ground floor 
extension. 

Mr Nick Roan - Land 
at 19 Robin Hill, Dinas 

Powys - New dwelling 
to the side of 19 Robin 
Hill. 

Mr Felice Cirino - 17 

Clos Celyn, Barry - 


Single storey extension 
to side of house. 

Dr T Reilly - Loxleigh, 
Southerndown, 
Bridgend - Proposed 
demolition of existing 
dwelling and outbuild¬ 
ings and proposed erec¬ 
tion of four detached 
dwellings. 

Mr Jeffrey White - Jeff 
White Motors Ltd, 
Gileston Road, St 
Athan - Change of use 
to class A1 retail. 

Mr Matthew Jenkins - 
25 Dudley Place, Barry 
- Two storey side exten¬ 
sion and loft conversion. 
Mr Lawrence Dovey - 
The Admiral Public 
House, 1 Vere Street, 
Barry - Erection of 
boundary fence (retro¬ 
spective). 

BOC Gases Ltd - Dow 
Corning Ltd, Cardiff 
Road, Barry - BOC 

Gases operate a com¬ 
pressed air production 


facility on behalf of 
DOW Coming at Barry. 
The plant is located on 
the Dow Coming site at 
their grid reference 
W330 and is currently 
open to the elements. 
BOC propose to build a 
plant room to enclose 
the machinery providing 
weather protection and 
improving maintenance 
access and equipment 
reliability. 

The new building will 
be approximately 20m 
long X 10m wide x 5m 
high. 

The plant is remotely 
monitored and operated 
and the building will not 
normally be occupied. 
Mr Paul Follon - 
Tregenna, Mount 
Road, Dinas Powys - 
Proposed two-storey 
extension to main 
entrance on south eleva¬ 
tion with a one-storey 
extension over the 





BRICK & STONEWORK SPECIALIST 
wvs^. bri kn i t.co. u k 



This wall cost only £850. 

Approx size: 

5m long by 1.5m high 


No VAT on Labour Costs 


• Public liability insurance 
• Over 15 years local authority experience 

Extensive Portfolio 

• Garages • Conservatories 

Excellent rates on stonework 

01446 722645/07817 885271 J 



Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

Q 01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 


DAISY 

DECORATING * 

Interior Painter 
& Decorator 

“For all your decorating 
requirements" 

Phone Joy 07754 809090 


garage, which continues 
to the rear of the proper¬ 
ty. Also included is a 
one storey extension to 
the north elevation, first 
floor side extension of 
garage and single storey 
rear extension. 


GEM correction... 


IN an advertisement on page 27 ing contractor and BARRY 
of The GEM dated Thursday, MAYLED, chartered architect, 
Eebruary 7, it was incorrectly far the new dwelling at Hillcrest, 
stated that Anderson & Associates Brides Major 

had won the single dwelling cate¬ 


gory in the Vale Council’s 2013 
Building Excellence awards. 


Building Control praised the 
Hillcrest development as 


The GEM wishes to make it dwelling well worthy of nomina- 
clear that in fact the winners were Hon and in keeping with his repu- 
GWYN G JONES & SONS, build- tation for high quality work”. 


bespoke affordable luxury 



,■ All images are 


' genuine projects 
M completed by Vale -t — 
“ Orangeries 



mi 

Orarxierles 
Extensions 
Conservatories 
Garden Rooms 


01446 746353 


DMuttful, taUor mad* •xltnslons 
built to your specification 


VALE ORANGERIES 


m 


^012 


For the hooring you want in your business or home, 

Just pick up the phone 

0800 610 2012 

0788 301 2080 / 0740 331 0516 


floorinQ.com 

IIIQIMPQQ 


LOCAL, FRIENDLY FAMILY RUN BUSINESS. 

With over 20 years of experience in the flooring market (weTe not really old - we just love flooring) 
2012 flooring aim to provide and deliver on unparalleled level of service and expert installation of 
o wide range of quality flooring. 2012 flooring wonts you to experience o level of service that is 
second to none, whether it's in the office or home. Sit bock and relax and allow 2012 flooring 
to show you that your next flooring purchase is just right for you. 

At 2012 flooring, the customer comes first - so look no further. ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED. 
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£105,000 


£ 110,000 


Heol Trelales, Laleston 

Very Spacious 
4 Bedrooms 
Garage 


£195,950 


£85,950 


£125,000 


£150,000 


£109,950 


£124,950 


£89,950 


£169,950 


£249,950 


£99,950 


£165,950 


£109,950 


£164,950 


£109,950 


Cwrt Syr Dafydd, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
No Onward Chain 


Castle Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
16' Lounge 

Ideai First Time Purchase 


Picketston Close, St Athan 

3 Beds 

Open Pian Living/Kitchen 
Garage 




Trebeferad. Boverton, Llantwit 


Major 


Beds 


Kitchen\Diner 
Rear Garden 


24 


94 


Magpie Road, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Weii Presented 
Sought After Position 


Harding Close, Boverton, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
75' Rear Garden 
Garage 


Livingstone Way, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
17ft Kitchen/Diner 
Backing Onto Goif Ciub 


If you love your 
home you’ll love 
our valentine 


A qualified estate agent wiil visit your home and provide marketing advice without obligation. Your property 
wili be marketed on rightmove, the UK's number one property website as well as zoopla and prime iocation. 
Local press advertising will include the Glamorgan GEM at no extra charge. All viewings will be accompanied 
with automatic feedback. No confusing or restrictive contracts. In all, we call it 5 Star Service! 




Livingstone Way, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Garage 

Requires Updating 


Whiteways, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Off Road Parking 
Adjoining Green Space 


Cambrian Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

View to the Front Eievation 
South Side Location 


Picketston Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Cui De Sac Location 
Southeriy Rear Garden 


V. 

Eagle Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Landscaped Rear 
Aiiocated Parking 


Starling Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Open Green Aspect 
Ideai First Time Purchase 


Eurgan Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
South Side Location 
View Today 


Tresilian Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Extended 

Open Green Fieids 
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Hayes Cottage, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
West End Location 
Off Road Parking 


mr. 


Warlow Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 

Weii Presented Famiiy Home 
No Onward Chain 


£149,950 


Church Meadow, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Modernised and Updated 
Famiiy Home 


£139,950 


Heol Ger-Y-Felin, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Weii Presented 
Off Road parking 


St Johns View, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Weii Presented 
Viiiage Location 


Percy Smith Road, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Weii Presented 
No Onward Chain 


Boverton Court, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Famiiy Home 
Caii Today To View 


Tennyson Way, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
4 Receptions 
Open Outiook Onto Fieids 


Ceredwyn Cottage, Llantwit Major 

2 Doubie Bedrooms 
Renovated Throughout 
View Today 


Rectory Drive, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Corner Piot 

Adjacent Views of Fieids 


Wimbourne Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
No Onward Chain 
Low Maintence Garden 


Grange Gardens, Llantwit Major 

5 Bedrooms 
Recentiy Updated 
No Onward Chain 


£235,000 


Gileston Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms Pius Nursery 
View of the Fieids 
Conservatory 


Greys Drive, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Famiiy Home 
Off Road Parking 


CaerTy Clwyd, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Doubie Drive 
Southeriy 52' Rear 


Lets! 

Murlande Way, Rhoose - £475 pcm 
Modern mid link,Two beds 
New carpets 

Woodlands Road, Barry - £500 pcm 
Ground floor apartment 
two bedrooms, part furnished 

Redwood Close, Boverton - £500 pcm 
Two Bedrooms, Lounge 
Electric heating 

Pinewood Square, St Athan - £500 pcm 
Two bedrooms. Kitchen/diner 
Gardens 

Scott Close, St Athan - £450 pcm 
Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner 
GCH 

Barry Road, Barry - £525 pcm 
Three bedrooms. Equipped kitchen 
Garden 

Mallory Close, St Athan - £525 pcm 
Three bedroom, kitchen/diner 
enclosed rear garden 

The Wheate Close, Rhoose - £550 pcm 
Two bedrooms. Kitchen with oven/hob 
Garage 

Beaufort Way, Rhoose - £550 pcm 
Two bedrooms. Conservatory 
GCH 

Bell Street, Barry - £575 pcm 

Three bedrooms, downstairs bathroom 

enclosed garden 

Meadow Vale, Barry - £575 pcm 
Two double bedrooms. Kitchen/diner 
Driveway 

Harding Close, Boverton, 

Llantwit Major - £595 pcm 
Three bedrooms. Kitchen diner 
Large rear garden 
High Street, Barry - £600 pcm 
Two Bedrooms, Distant sea views 
Garage & Private Garden 

Bell Street, Barry - £625 pcm 
Three bedrooms. Downstairs 
bathroom, enclosed garden 

Manor Park, Llantwit Major - £625 pcm 

Three bed detached property 

two receptions, garage and driveway 

Norseman Close, Rhoose - £625 pcm 
Three bedroom. Two reception rooms 
Enclosed garden 

Willowbrook Gardens, St Mellons, 
Cardiff - £650 pcm 
Three bed, Kitchen.diner 
enclosed garden 

Four Acre, Llantwit Major - £650 pcm 
3 Bedrooms, Recently Redecorated 
Large Rear Garden 

High Street, Barry - £650 pcm 
Three Bed Flat, Over two floors 
Garage 

Harbour Road, Barry - £900 pc m 
Semi detached Victorian property 
Five bedrooms. Original features 

Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings @ chris-davies.co.uk 


We simply 


selling 


property! 


I £215,000 I 


I £249,950 I 


I £169,950 I 


I £198,500 I 


I £219,950 I 


£215,000 


£124,500 


I £165,000 I 


£227,500 


£124,950 


£134,950 


£129,950 
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The benefits of 


owning 

AVE you 
ever consid¬ 
ered an 
older cat, instead of 
a kitten, as a com¬ 
panion? 

Medical research has 
indicated stroking a cat 
can relieve stress and 
lower blood pressure. 

We have a number of 
cats looking for loving 
homes, aged from six 
months to eight years 
old. 

Even a cat of eight 
years would have 
approximately another 
10 years of life, which 
might suit a much older 
person, and give loving 
companionship. 

All our cats have been 
neutered and 
microchipped. Some are 
a little nervous, as they 
are used to older people 
who might have had to 
give them up to go into 


a cat... 

homes themselves, leav¬ 
ing their companion 
behind. 

These would adapt to 
a quiet, loving home 
environment. 

Currently, we have an 
abundance of cats who 
are desperately in need 
of a new family, or peo¬ 
ple to care for them. 

For an appointment 
or further information, 
please telephone 
Maesteg Animal Welfare 
Society on 01656 
721496 or 01656 
769855. Please leave a 
message on our answer- 
phone if we are unavail¬ 
able. 

At the current time, 
we are unable to accom¬ 
modate any more cats - 
we are desperately in 
need of homes! 

We are now able to 
accept text donations. 
Text mawsll to 70070. 



MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 


and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <6 microchlDUed 


All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



Legal services 
help you plan 


AVE you 
considered 
planning for 
your future? Are 
you looking for 
peace of mind? 

Gaskell and Walker 
Solicitors can help you 
achieve both these 
objectives with our wide 
range of legal services, 
tailored for clients to 
enjoy their later life. 

We specialise in 
‘Lasting Powers of 
Attorney’ for financial 
matters and personal 
welfare, and we have a 
specialist mental health 


department, so we are 
able to advise patients, 
both in the community 
and in hospital, about 
their legal rights. 

If you have concerns 
about the validity of 
your will, or questions 
about your property title 
deeds that you need 
answered, we can com¬ 
plete a review for you 
and put your mind at 
rest. 

Enjoying your retire¬ 
ment is simpler than you 
think - contact us today 
on 01446 772212 
(Cowbridge) or 01656 
653122 (Bridgend). 



For Wills & Probate 
Contact Mr J A Taylor 

also a full range of legal services 
Including: Conveyancing - 
Residental and Commercial 

Free written quotations on request 

Appointments avaiiabie at both offices 

Tel (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, Mid Glamorgan 
Tel (01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
89 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan 


Thomas Bros 

Indepedent 
Funeral Directors 

►lady in Attendance 
►Professional care assured 

COWBRIDGE 

Tel 01446 775681 


Family-run business established 1906 


HELPING YOU 
GET AROUND 
THE HOUSE... 


R ECLINER 
chairs, 
wheelchairs, 
scooters, bath 
lifters, walking 
sticks, daily living 
aids... 

Dolphin Independent 
Living has its range on 
show at its mobility 
showroom. 

During the past 10 
years. Dolphin Lifts 
(South Wales) Ltd has 
gained a strong client 
base through reliable, 
friendly service and 
experienced engineers. 


The showroom is a 
natural progression for 
Dolphin, giving the 
opportunity to provide 
the public with daily 
living aids, from 
kitchen utensils to 
scooters, all with the 
service you would 
expect from us. 

If you have any ques¬ 
tions, would like to 
receive a brochure, or 
book an appointment, 
call our freephone num¬ 
ber 0800 093 2293; or 
contact j.pearce@dol 
phinlifts.co.uk 


www.dOlt 

shop online or phone for an appointment 
on Freepr 
for all your L _ 

DOLPHIN 

.11 our reconditioned 
now with 

year 

01633 

Unit 12, Crawford Street, Newport 
Email: info® .co.uk www..co.uk 



Over a century 
of tender and 
loving care... 

T he Brian Thomas family incorpo¬ 
rated the David Wilde business 43 
years ago, and between them have 
extended their professional care and 
expertise for more than 100 years. 

The David Wilde chapel of rest has been tender¬ 
ly restored with a complete external and internal 
refurbishment, to move with the times. 

Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans are avail¬ 
able from this independent business, which is SAIL 
affiliated. 

Please contact us on 01656 668967. 


prian CljomasJ 

Independent Family Funeral Service 
Private Chapel of Rest. 24 Hour Service. 
Incorporating David Wilde Mawdlam, 
North Comelly. 

Established over 100 years. 
Specialist Golden Charter 
Prepaid Funeral Plans (SA.LF. Associated) 


20 Chestnut Way, Bryntirion, 
Bridgend, CF31 4ER 

Tel: 01656 668967 Or Mobile: 07768 717721 


PC of Mind 

PCofMIND offers a wide range of 
computer services for domestic and business 
clients. For new computers, laptops, repairs, 
upgrades, networking, internet problems, 
come and see us. We can help. 

We always strive to provide the best possible customer 
service, with good, understandable advice. Home or office 
visits are available, usually within a day of your call. 

Data transfer from your old PC £25. 

Delivery and set-up in your home £25. 

So whatever you need for your computer, please call us. 
Branches in Llantwit Major or Pencoed. 


New Systems from £410 
Laptops from £330 
Talblets from £ 125 

New computer prices include data transfer 
Delivery & Set-up in your own home 
Repairs, upgrades, 
whatever you need for your PC 
Used PCs and laptops also available 

01446 796171 
01656 860773 www.pcofmind.biz 

‘OFFERING LOVING 
CARE IN SPLENDID 
SURROUNDINGS’ 

C ollege FIELDS Nursing Home in 
Barry is an impressive building with an 
elegant Edwardian facade, that has 
much in common with fine country houses. 

The building, listed by the Secretary of State for 
Wales, as one of special historical and architectural 
interest, enjoys magnificent views over the Bristol 
Channel and Somerset coast. 

Residents at College Fields Nursing Home enjoy 
their home comforts in a warm, spacious, delightful 
environment, with lots of companionship. 

'^Co'tte/^e/ ftbe/td/Sy 
ftfu/vs/i/n/^ ^fttevnve/ 

Where Caring Comes First... 
Providing comfort, security and companionship 

• 24 Hour qualified nursing care 

• Wide range of specialist care available 
• Recreational facilities and activities 
including trips out of the home 
• High standard of nutritional 

and well balanced meals ....a home from home 

College Fields Close, Barry. CF62 8LE 
Telephone: (01446) 747778 




Difficulty 

Hearing? 

ft * y|‘- ii • 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 


• The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 


Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 BEE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 


^^-A 


Glannorgan Law LLP 


Solicitors 


YOUR LOCAL LAW FIRM OF CHOICE ... 

Life is rarely straightforward. Yet, regardless of what happens, you can be rest 
assured that the team at Glamorgan Law is here to protect you, 
your loved ones and your assets. 


Accident claims 
Clinical negligence 
Defamation 

Divorce and family law 
Employment 

Enquiries, tribunals and advocacy 
House purchases and sales 
Inheritance tax and estate planning 


Mediation and arbitration 
Notary public services 
Professional negligence 
Probate and inheritance disputes 
Powers of attorney and court of protection 
Property and building contract disputes 
Wills, trusts and estate administration 


Glamorgan Law is your local law firm based in Cowbridge. 
Call today for your FREE consultation. 

The Pavilion, 60 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EE 
www.glamorganlaw.co.uk 
01446 771742 

Glamorgan Law LLP is authorised and regulated by the S.R.A. (537490) 
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OilTanks4Wales 

Tanciau Olew dros Gymru 


Products offered: 


enviro 


Free Survey & Quotation 
Oil Tanks Installation 


Oil Tank Supply 
Commercial Fuel Stations 
for Red/ White Diesel 
Water Contamination 
Separation 
24/7 Emergency 
Callout Service 


91 " 



All our engineers are OFTEC 
registered, ensuring you 
peace of mind, and a safe and 
professional service with 
Wales’ leading tank 
installation company. 



www.oil4wales.co.uk 

Cardiff 02920 674910 
Andrew (Sales) 07854 919402 


Comprehensive service 
through probate process 


T he death of 
a family 
member is 


difficult, and it 
can be made 
worse sorting out 
the financial 


affairs of the 
deceased. 

Bridgend solicitors 
Anthony and Jarvie 
offer a comprehensive 
service guiding execu¬ 
tors and administrators 
through the probate 
process to ensure that 
they comply with their 
legal responsibilities. 

We can assist with 
the administration of all 
types of estates, includ¬ 
ing those which raise 
complex inheritance tax 
issues. 

We are also happy to 
handle smaller estates 
for the benefit of indi¬ 
viduals and charities. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, or to make an 
appointment, contact 
Katherine Kemp at: 
kkemp @ anthonyand- 
jarvie.co.uk, David 
Morrish at: dmor- 
rish @ anthonyand- 
jarvie.co.uk, or tele¬ 
phone 01656 652737. 


Anthony & 

of Bridgend 

For an efficient, friendiy 
service, inciuding 
Advice on aii iegai matters 
Residentiai & Commerciai 
Conveyancing 
Company & Commerciai 
Empioyment 
Wiiis & Probate 
Famiiy/Chiidren 

Tel 01656 652737 

E-Mail: low® 
anthonyandjarvie 
.co.uk 

6 Court Road, 
Bridgend CF31 IBW 


Jarvie 

Solicitors 

Est 1945 


thony 
Xiarvie 

ISoiicitors 


FARM FOODS 
TO YOUR DOOR 


WILTSHIRE Farm Foods is 
the UK’s leading home deliv¬ 
ery service for the elderly, 
infirm and house bound. 

Our range of more than 250 
meals and desserts are prepared, 
using local ingredients where possi¬ 
ble, in our kitchens in Trowbridge in 
consultation with our resident dieti¬ 
cian and customer taster panels. 

The menu includes a full range of 
“free from” meals covering most 
allergies and illnesses, as well as soft 
and pureed meals for those who 
have difficulty chewing or swallow¬ 
ing their food. 

Deliveries are free, with a mini¬ 
mum of two deliveries a week 


offered throughout Cardiff and the 
Vale. 

There is no minimum order value 
and no contract to sign, plus the 
service includes packing of the food 
in the freezer and removal of the 
box. 

Most importantly, all staff are 
cleared by the CRB to work with 
vulnerable adults. 

The local franchise, which oper¬ 
ates from premises in Cardiff Bay, is 
owned and run by Peter and Julie 
McLaren-Kennedy. 

(SEE ADVERT FOR 
CONTACT DETAILS). 



Bush Healthcare 
expands in Bridgend 


A LEADING 
mobility spe¬ 
cialist has 
expanded its busi¬ 
ness - by opening a 
new store in 
Bridgend. 

The premises, located 
on the Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, have 
undergone substantial 
renovation with ample 
customer parking and 
easy ramped access. 

Bush Healthcare pro¬ 
vides a wide range of 
products for a variety of 
needs. 

Its mobility scooter 


range includes car trans¬ 
portable scooters start¬ 
ing at £499, through to 
heavy-duty scooters that 
travel at 8mph. 

One of their more 
popular ranges. Rise 
and Recline chairs, 
starts at £599 - with 
free home delivery. 

An installation serv¬ 
ice for stair lifts, walk- 
in baths and showers, 
using their own experi¬ 
enced staff experts is 
available, with free, no¬ 
obligation surveys upon 
request. 

The new Bathing and 
Shower showroom 
allows customers to see 


examples of what a 
completed bathroom 
conversion may look 
like. 

As accredited mem¬ 
bers of BHTA, 
Motability, Construction 
Line and Chas, they are 
regularly successful in 
their tenders for dis¬ 
abled facility grant, pri¬ 
vate sector and work 
within local authorities 
throughout Wales. 

To find out more 
about Bush Healthcare, 
contact 01656 330350 
or visit (see our advert 
on page 29). 


Accountants 
that are 
here to help 

C OWDERY BRAWN and Co Ltd, 
chartered certified accountants, 
provide professionally friendly 
advice on issues such as accounts, prepa¬ 
ration, book-keeping, tax and payroll - 
and offer FREE consultations. 

An important issue facing employers is the 
introduction of ‘Real Time Information’ (RTI) 
the new way to send the payroll data to HMRC. 
Are you ready for RTI? 

If you wish to discuss your payroll options, or 
any of the other service we offer, don’t be afraid 
to get in touch. 

We are here to make life easier. 

To contact us, please call 01656 724469; 
email: office@cowderybrawn.com or go to 
www.cowderybrawn.com. 


lihiiiS ’ y/laxlD Y/2 

SALE EXTENDED 

New offers for 2013 

Make your home safe and warm... 

Doors • Windows • Conservatories 
Soffits • Fascias • Guttering 
Bifolds • Composite Doors • Repairs 




Call now for a free, 
no obligation quotation 

01446 7 5 

Freephone 
0800 0260587 


Unit 16,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 
www.dinaswindows.co.uk 


(XAVDERY BRAW N 

We are here to make life easier! 

Professional, friendly advice on... 

• ACCOUNTS PREPARATION 
• BOOKKEEPING 
• TAX and PAYROLL 

Plus the new initiative: 

REAL TIME INEORMATION (RTI) 

regarding payroll data to HMRC 

To ensure that your business is 
running smoothly please contact: 

T: 01656 724469 
E: office@cowderybrawn.com 
_ W: cowderybrawn.com 


Ta$ty, luitritieus, fuss-free meals 


- just uihat ttie doctor ordered 



We'ue been takifvg care of oveoltimes for oucr 
21 years Our tempUng range of ouer 250 dishes 
are outntiooafiy txilarKed and frozen for 
freshness, making them easy to store and cook. 

Let WUtshiie Form Fooiis tQ>«e core of ytxir mealtimes 
and enjoy: 

• rftls d 0 tiu»vv from your local fricadlir detauevy 

• CXftereiit ttied meet options to suit fvery vppetitf 

• Spcclol dlMs catcritf for Indudlng glutco frtc dinlMtlc, 
ue^Corlon ond ammtt 

• S«4t omd maols, i>»rliinmg doftom 

• Grout iMiAiit > main mooAt from only C13S, aui. moots 
from 00 

For yoiii ntf E brochure call 

029 2034 2008 

or shop online at Wiltshire Forro Foods 

iuUtsKirefarmfoodf.com rf.r*. 
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MAKING LIFE EASIER. .. 


FISH & CHIPS • PIES • PASTIES • CURRY 
• ^ — -=-—k 


HdRVEY'S 


Established 1960 


Traditional Fish & Chip Bar 
Now open Sundays 5pm-10pm 

Fish ’n’ Chips our Speciaiity 

GAP’S SPECIAL 

Fish’n’ Chips £3,10 

Large parties catered for 
2 VALE STREET (Off Pork Crescent), BARRY 
Food Hygiene Rating 5 

Tel. 01446 735539 


Helping you to 
stay independent 

I NDEPENDENCE is something we all 
cling to. How many of us would not 
prefer to live out our days in the com¬ 
fort of our own home, rather than going 
into a care home? 

And being at home, would we not prefer to look 
after ourselves, rather than rely on friends and fam¬ 
ily, or even strangers - for help? 

There are many items available to help us man¬ 
age everyday tasks independently as we get older, 
or when our physical condition makes things diffi¬ 
cult. 

If you would like to pop into our Ability Living 
and Mobility shop in Barry, you will find a friendly 
face to discuss your needs. 

If we don’t have the right gadget in stock, we 
may well find something in our suppliers’ catalogue 
that we can order for you. 

We look forward to seeing you! 


Beeches offers a 
welcoming home 

T he Beeches Residential Home is a 
very welcoming homely and friend¬ 
ly environment, with 14 bedrooms 
catering for up to 15 residents when full. 

All of the rooms have washing facilities, and 
some are en-suite. All our food is fresh and home- 
cooked and we cater for individual needs and diets. 

We offer 24-hour care, staff are trained to a high 
standard, and the training is ongoing. All staff are 
first aiders and are very committed to our residents. 

We have a weekly visit by a hairdresser, and offer 
treatments such as dentist, opticians and chiropody 
within the home, in addition to reflexology. 

Welsh Food Box 
Company is 
farmers' market 
to your door 

T he Welsh 

Food Box 
Company is a 
new home delivery 
service, bringing the 
best local produce 
direct to households 
in the Cardiff and 
Vale areas. 

The company aims to 
ensure that people have 
access to the brilliant 
range of food that is pro¬ 
duced locally, with the 
convenience of shopping 



i i>irv A MtImIik * 

www.ability.co.uk 


• One Stop Shop 
• Sticks to Scooters 

• Reachers to 
Rise’Recliners 

•Wheelchair Hire 

• Batteries & 
Servicing 


Contact Peter & Penny for friendly advice 


282 Holton Road 
Barry 

(01446) 733310 


236a Cowbridge Road 
Canton, Cardiff 

(029) 20667272 
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Delivering local food to local people 
Local Organic box scheme 
On-line Farmers Market 
Free Delivery 
T: 07411 192048 

E:info@ welshfoodboxcompany.com 

www.welshfoodboxcompany.com 


Tele 
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Looking to advertise in over 43,000 newspapers 
AND online? Then give us a call on 01446 774484 
or email: gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


Residential Home 

-n 0(-4-K) 74-334^ 

Large Double Room available 

Suitable for either a married couple, 

2 brothers or 2 sisters. 

24 hour care. Please contact: 
Julie Morgan 


317 Barry Road 
Barry CF62 8BJ 



DONT GET BUNDSDB) 
BY PROSTATE CANCER! 


on line to get a fresh food 
delivery 

The Welsh Food Box 
Company offers a viable, 
local alternative to the 
home delivery service 
offered by major super¬ 
markets. 

We offer everything 
you would expect to find 
at a farmers market and 
more. Most popular are 
the organic veg and fruit 
boxes which were recent¬ 
ly named in the 
Independent’s top 10 UK 
box schemes. 
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Rugby puts its 
weight behind 
prostate charity 

T he rugby community is putting its 
weight behind Prostate Cymru, 
the leading charity in Wales work¬ 
ing with medical professionals in the 
fight against all prostate diseases, benign 
and malignant. 

Its mission is to raise 
awareness, promote 
understanding, and 
fund both the latest 
medical equipment and 
the training of health¬ 
care professionals. 

The charity is 
behind a number of 
sporting fundraising 
events - and a special 
one takes place tomor¬ 
row (Friday, February 
15) in the Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl. 

Called ‘A Knight 
with the Captains’, no 
fewer than 20 former 
Welsh international 
rugby captains, includ¬ 
ing Gareth Edwards 
and leuan Evans, will 
take to the stage for an 
evening of sporting dis¬ 
cussion, under the 
chairmanship of Sir 
Mansel Aylward. 

Rugby fans can still 
book a place for this 
unique event, which 
includes a meal, by call¬ 
ing 01656 815995, or 
01656 782545. 

Prostate Cymru 
stands to benefit from a 
number of great sport¬ 
ing fundraising events 
in the coming months. 

See next week’s GEM 
for full details. 


ooo 


Get a headstart in the media 


A POPULAR free 
training programme 
for young people who 
want to break into the 
creative industries, is 
returning to Bridgend 
county borough this 
half-term. 

Co-ordinated by 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council’s Arts 
and Community 

Development team 
through the SONIC 
Youth Music Industry 
Programme, the Media 
Machine creative indus¬ 
tries training course 
offers full-time students 
living in the county bor¬ 
ough the opportunity to 
learn from industry pro¬ 
fessionals. 

The students, aged 16- 
19, will develop their 
music, documenting and 
reviewing skills through¬ 
out the course taking 
place between 

Wednesday and 

Saturday, February 


20-23. The young peo¬ 
ple will then get to put 
their new skills to the test 
at gigs on Friday and 
Saturday, February 22 
and 23, with their videos, 
audio recordings and 
reviews then being fea¬ 
tured on BUSK A 
Promotion’s and Unit 15 
Production’s websites. 
Bullet Radio and in the 


next issue of Plugged In 
Magazine. 

The initiative aims to 
show young people in the 
county borough that 
there is more to the music 
industry than those in the 
limelight, and that alter¬ 
native routes into the 
industry, including sound 
engineering, lighting and 
promotion are available. 


If you are interested in 
taking part, fill in the 
short application form at 
www.bulletradio. co. uk, 
or call arts and commu¬ 
nity development officer 
Andre Van Wyk on 07775 
910989 for more infor¬ 
mation. 

The deadline for 
applications is Monday, 
February 18. 


VERY LITTLE PROFIT ON FUEL 


NEVILLE WESTERMAN is cor¬ 
rect to raise the issue of fuel profit 
margins - but, unfortunately, the 
economics are against him (GEM 
letters, recently). 

There is almost no profit margin on 
fuel, which is why there are very few 
independent retailers left. 

1 have seen differences of 1 Op per 
litre in the same area (with the higher 
priced outlet no longer in business). 

Supermarkets sell fuel at prices to 
encourage shoppers and often sell at 
a loss. Also, supermarket fuel does not 
have the additional additives needed 
to ensure a healthy engine - impor¬ 


tant if you use diesel. 

If you pay for fuel with a credit or 
debit card, more often than not the 
name appearing on the voucher will 
be that of the fuel company, not the 
outlet, because that is the only way 
that outlets still exist in some areas, 
so that benefits consumers. 

As a rough guide, if you paid £1.35 
for a litre of unleaded, VAT accounts 
for 22.5p and fuel duty a further 6Ip. 

The wholesale price is around 54p 
per litre, so that leaves a negative 
margin. 

You can do the sums yourself for 
any other price. 

Alec Trousdell, Dyffryn 
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Stairlifts 
surveyed 
and fitted 
by our 
professional 
team 


Full range 
of rise and 
recline 
chairs 


A scooter 
for every 
occasion 


I BRIDGEND SUPERSTORE NOW OPEN 
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EVERYTHING 

IN STORE REDUCED 


SALE 
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George Street Furnishers 
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Chimney sweep 
is fined after a 
blockage led to 
pensioner’s death 


WHO WANTS TO BUILD 
AND WHERE IN THE VALE? 


A CHIMNEY 
sweep has been 
sentenced after his 
failure to remove a 
bird’s nest block¬ 
ing a chimney flue 
led to the death of 
a pensioner in his 
south Wales home. 

Phillip Jones, of 
Porthcawl, was fined 
£5,000 and ordered to 
pay £2,500 in costs at 
Cardiff Crown Court, 
following a prosecu¬ 
tion by the Health and 
Safety Executive 
(HSE). 

The court was told 
that 73-year-old 
retired miner Derwyn 
Rees, of Maesteg 
Road, Llangynwyd, 
Maesteg had experi¬ 
enced problems keep¬ 
ing his solid fuel fire 
alight. 

Mr Jones, who has 
been a sweep for 25 
years, was asked to 
sweep the chimney and 
carried out the work 
on September 5, 2008 
while Mr Rees’ sister, 
was away. 

The next day - Mr 
Rees’ birthday - his 
neighbours noticed his 
curtains were still 
drawn and found him 
dead in his bed. 

Eollowing a police- 
led investigation, an 
inquest in October 
2010 revealed he died 
of carbon monoxide 
poisoning. 

Eurther investiga¬ 
tions by HSE and a 
solid fuel specialist 
revealed an extensive 
bird’s nest inside the 
chimney. 

Although Mr Jones 
had encountered a 
blockage of the chim- 


THE bad weather 
gave Positive Image 
Photographic Society 
(PIPS) problems, 
with some speakers 
snowed in and unable 
to get to our Barry 
Island venue, St 
Baruc’s Church Hall, 
but our brave ‘tween’ 
members came along 
to continue the Pho¬ 
toshop course, run by 
our guru, Guy. 

However, last week, 
February 7, we had a 
very good attendance 
for the visit of friends 
from the recent past, 
Phil and Enid Bennion. 

A pair of renowned 
specialists in the art of 
audio visual, they do 
things the hard way, 
touring the world on 
pushbikes, choosing the 
hardest roads to pedal 
on, for their love of 
photography takes them 
high into the mountain¬ 
ous regions of the 
world - Nepal, India, 
Australia, and the high 


ney while sweeping, he 
did not check to see if 
his brush cleared the 
chimney pot, which 
would indicate the 
blockage had been 
cleared. 

In addition, he 
failed to carry out a 
proper smoke test 
after completing the 
job, give advice to Mr 
Rees on ventilating the 
property, or give any 
verbal or written 
warning. 

HSE Inspector 
Stephen Jones, speak¬ 
ing after the hearing, 
said: “This was a trag¬ 
ic incident and a great 
shock for Mr Rees’ sis¬ 
ter and their local 
community. 

“Chimney sweeping 
is a vitally important 
job. Sadly, Mr Rees 
paid for substandard 
work with his life. 

“Sweeps must 
ensure work is done 
thoroughly and house¬ 
holders are given full 
information about 
proper ventilation of 
their homes, to ensure 
similar tragedies do 
not happen in the 
future.” 

Mr Rees’ niece, 
Janet Jones, said: 
“Berwyn’s death was 
an avoidable tragedy 
and has had a huge 
impact on the family. 
We hope this case 
sends a clear message 
to sweeps so that this 
sort of incident does 
not happen again and 
other people are not 
put at risk. 

“Every year, around 
15 people die from 
carbon monoxide poi¬ 
soning and prolonged 
exposure can also lead 
to paralysis and brain 


places in Europe. 

Eor their presenta¬ 
tion to PIPS, they 
choose to enthral us by 
screening ‘the Swiss 
Alps’, the lower parts 
with hayfields, lakes, 
and delightful villages, 
then introducing us to 
rigours of cycle climb¬ 
ing, into the high pass¬ 
es. 

A lot of the time the 
clouds came and went, 
with the temperature 
dropping to freezing 
but as Phil said: “These 
are the conditions for 
very dramatic images.” 

He was so right - 
mountain pictures, the 
like of which we rarely 
see, graced the screen, 
making some of our 
newer members thank 
me later for booking 
this amazing show. 

Only used to digital¬ 
ly formed images ‘till 
now, this trip into how 
slide shows were done, 
in the days of ‘film’ 
and the techniques 


damage.” 

Mr Jones, of 
Lakeview Close, 
Porthcawl, pleaded 
guilty to a breach of 
Section 3 (2) of the 
Health and Safety at 
Work Act 1974. 

Martin P Glynn, 
president of the 
National Association of 
Chimney Sweeps 
(NACS), said: 

“Anyone booking the 
services of a chimney 
sweep should only 
employ a registered 
and qualified sweep 
from the NACS or 
Guild of Master 
Sweeps. Members 
from both organisa¬ 
tions work to a code of 
practice and issue a 
Certificate of 
Sweeping. 

“It is always best 
practice to conduct 
smoke evacuation 
checks on chimneys 
and flues after chim¬ 
ney sweeping to ensure 
that they are left in a 
safe working order. 

“This tragic case 
highlights the necessity 
of using a trained and 
competent chimney 
sweep who works to a 
professional standard, 
as stipulated in the 
National Code of 
Practice. 

“Unfortunately the 
chimney sweep in this 
incident was not regis¬ 
tered or approved.” 

Further information 
on the dangers of car¬ 
bon monoxide poison¬ 
ing can be found on the 
HSE website at 
http://www.hse.gov. uk/g 
as/domestic/co. htm 


employed, showed our 
members that the digi¬ 
tal world owes a lot, to 
the skills of the ‘film’ 
period of photography. 

An evening of won¬ 
derful pictures, with 
well thought-out music, 
and a narration to keep 
us informed as to what 
we were looking at, 
ended too soon, and 
Phil was then ques¬ 
tioned on the ‘ancient’ 
film slide projectors, 
quite a novelty today. 

PIPS will be meeting 
today (Eebruary 14), 
with Guy opening up 
the wonders of photo- 
shop to our group of 
‘tweenies’. 

On Eebruary 21, 

John Davis, from 
Swansea, will visit. 

For information on 
PIPS ring 01446 
408483, or 751389. 

BB 


Mr Tim and Mrs 
Catherine Jones - 29 St 
Brides Road, Wick - 
single storey living 
room extension. 

Action for Children - 
Headlands School, 2 St 
Augustines Crescent, 
Penarth - two storey 
extension. 

Mr David Jenkins -10a 
Sea View Drive, 
Ogmore by Sea -rRear 
first floor extension 
over existing ground 
floor extension, togeth¬ 
er with first floor exten¬ 
sion to front of proper¬ 
ty. 

Dr John Crimmins - Ty 
Croeso, West End, 
Llantwit Major - to 

demolish existing 
garage and erect in its 
place a single storey 
annexe, providing 
accommodation and 
facilities for a disabled 
person, including 
overnight room for a 
carer. 

B R Edwards - The 
Bailey, West Street, 
Llantwit Major - 

removal of four ash 
trees. 

Dr Jane Sanders - 
Abernant Cottage, 
Llancarfan - provision 
of a hay barn and two 
field shelters. 

Mr Mark Roach -10 
Cherry Close, Penarth 
-firstfloor extension 
over existing garage; 
two-storey rear exten¬ 
sion and conversion of 
existing garage to hab- 


COITY Castle was 
constructed in the 
12th century, 
although the first 
recorded date we 
have for the building 
is 1207, writes Mansel 
Jones. 

The original castle 
was probably built by 
Gryffydd, the fourth son 
of lestyn ap Gwrgan, 
ruler of Glamorgan. 

The location is unusu¬ 
al in that it was built on 
flat ground, even though 
there are several pieces 
of high ground in the 
vicinity. 

When Robert 
Fitzhamon and his 
‘Twelve Knights of 
Glamorgan’ invaded the 
county, cl090, one of 
those knights. Sir Payne 
Turberville, set his sights 
on the castle. 

Sir Payne might have 
been a latecomer to the 
invasion, for the first 
mention of him in 
Glamorgan occurs in 
1104. 

Legend states that Sir 
Payne was offered two 
choices: fight for the 
castle, or marry Sara 
ferch Morgan, daughter 
of the local lord. Sir 
Payne decided on mar¬ 
riage and he became 
Lord of Coity, establish¬ 
ing a Turberville line 
that ran for 10 genera¬ 
tions. 

The legend of Sir 
Payne and Sara might 
hold a grain of truth; 
equally, it is possible 
that the story is based on 
Gilbert Turberville’s 
marriage, cl 195, to 
Mailt, daughter of 


itable space. 

Mr and Mrs Cheshire - 
58 Eagleswell Road, 
Llantwit Major - pro¬ 
posed two-storey exten¬ 
sion to form dining 
room to ground floor 
and enlarge bedroom to 
first floor. Demolition 
of existing conservato¬ 
ry, rebuilding as sun 
room with terrace to 
first floor. 

Mr Gwyn Davies - 
Llanerch Vineyard, 
Hensol - proposed 
extension to existing 
restaurant including 
new toilets, staff room 
and first floor office 
accommodation. 
Retention of dry food 
store, cold store and 
refuse store (construct¬ 
ed). 

Mr Davies - 4 Clos 
Llanfair, Wenvoe - fell 
oak tree in rear garden. 
Miss Deryn Kemp -16 
Glen Mavis Way, Barry 

- conservatory to rear 
elevation. 

Mr and Mrs Williams - 
36 Westgate, 

Cowbridge - conserva¬ 
tory. 

Mr Johann Van Rooyan 
-1 Chapel Terrace, 
Twyn Yr Odyn, Wenvoe 

- revisions to boundary 
wall of extension to 
avoid overshadowing of 
adjacent property. 

Mr and Mrs Peter 
Jones -117 
Westbourne Road, 
Penarth - extension to 
rear and extension and 


Morgan Gam, the Welsh 
lord of Afan. 

Whatever the truth of 
the legend, Coity Castle 
remained a home to the 
Turberville’s for the fol¬ 
lowing three centuries. 

Architecturally, the 
castle consists of an 
inner ward, which lies to 
the east and is almost 
circular in shape, and a 
rectangular outer ward, 
which lies to the west. 

A curtain wall sur¬ 
rounds the greater part 
of the inner bailey along 
with a moat. In the 14th 
century, new stone 
vaults replaced the tim¬ 
ber floors and the central 
octagonal pier for these 
vaults can still be seen 
among the castle ruins. 

Later, in the Tudor 
era, the great tower was 
modified with the addi¬ 
tion of an abutting 
square turret, standing 
four storeys tall. 

In 1384, Sir Lawrence 
Berkerolles inherited the 
Lordship of Coity. His 
mother, Katherine, the 
oldest surviving heir to 
the Turberville estate, 
had married Sir Roger 
Berkerolles of East 
Orchard. Sir Lawrence 
was Lord of Coity when 
forces loyal to Owain 
Glyndwr besieged the 
castle in 1404-5, 
destroying the manorial 
mill. 

The castle was dam¬ 
aged and evidence of the 
attack can still be found 
in the northern walls, 
which were rebuilt. 

Legend states that 
Owain Glyndwr visited 
Sir Lawrence 


conversion of existing 
garage to side, dormer 
windows to roof. 

Ms Melanie Tuckwell - 
35 Main Road, 

Ogmore by Sea - refur¬ 
bishment and extension 
of existing semi¬ 
detached dormer bun¬ 
galow. 

Mr Tim Sanger - 
Bryngolwg, St Brides 
Road, Ewenny - out¬ 
line planning applica¬ 
tion for a new bunga¬ 
low alongside 
Bryngolwg, St Brides 
Road, Ewenny. 

Mr Philip Bacon - 5 
Milburn Close, Rhoose 

- extension to first floor 
to form four bedrooms 
and bathroom. 

Miss Smith - 
Swanbridge House, St 
Mary’s Well Bay Road, 
Swanbridge, Penarth - 
existing detached 
garage to be rebuilt and 
extended set back from 
road to create driveway. 
Mr and Mrs Paul Smith 

- Swanbridge House, 

St Mary’s Well Bay 
Road, Swanbridge, 
Penarth - existing 
garage to be rebuilt and 
extended in revised 
position. 

Mr Steve Harmes - 67 
Stanwell Road, 

Penarth - proposed 
dormer to rear of exist¬ 
ing loft conversion at 
above address. 

Mr and Mrs Peter and 
Moyra Davies - land 
adjacent 91 Main 


Berkerolles at Coity. It is 
said that he tricked his 
way into the castle by 
speaking Lrench, which 
was the language of the 
English noble court and 
Sir Lawrence assumed 
that Glyndwr was 
English. 

When Sir Lawrence 
discovered the truth, the 
shock made him mute 
and he remained mute 
for the rest of his life. 

Another legend sur¬ 
rounding Sir Lawrence 
Berkerolles states that he 
poisoned his wife. 
Whatever the truth of 
that story, it is known 
that Sir Lawrence died 
in 1411 and in that year 
Coity Castle was 
acquired by the Gamage 
family, owners of nearby 
Newcastle, after William 
Gamage had married 
Sarah, the youngest of 
four Turberville sisters. 

In 1584, the incum¬ 
bent lord of Coity, John 
Gamage, died and his 
heiress, Barbara 
Gamage, married Sir 
Robert Sydney, Earl of 
Leicester. 

The couple moved to 
Penhurst Palace in Kent, 
abandoning Coity. It was 
duly allowed to decay, 
although Barbara did 
return there later in life; 
she died at Coity Castle 
in 1621. 

Today, the remains of 
Coity Castle largely date 
from the 14th century 
and they include the 
great hall, kitchen, but¬ 
tery, pantry and a circu¬ 
lar malting kiln. 

Chimney stacks date 
from the Tudor era. 


Road, Ogmore by Sea 

- erection of one 
detached dwelling at 
land adjacent to No 91 
Main Road, Ogmore by 
Sea, comprising two 
bedrooms and a study 
on the ground floor, and 
a kitchen/dining/living 
area and a balcony on 
the first floor, three car 
parking spaces and 
ancillary amenity areas. 
Mr Martin Price - 
Price Dental Practice, 

5 Hickman Road, 
Penarth - change of 
use of the ground floor 
former dental practice 
to residential use; 
incorporate first floor 
flat to create one 
dwelling. 

Mrs Paula Bailey - 
Church Farm, 
Ystradowen - re-design 
of previously approved 
dwelling (and double 
garage), under plan¬ 
ning application num¬ 
ber 2006/00643/FUL. 
Mr and Mrs Parker - 
Llwyn Rhyddid House, 
Hensol - proposed 
extension to provide 
family room, straighten¬ 
ing of dog-leg stairway, 
removal ofuPVC win¬ 
dow and new first floor 
window. 

Mr Geoffrey Nicholls - 
paddock east of 
Gileston Court, 

Gileston - repair and 
refurbishment of exist¬ 
ing pole barn. 

Mr Mike Kemp - 
College Fields Nursing 
Home, College Fields 
Close, Barry - works to 
comprise the renovation 
of existing ground floor 
WC to incorporate new 
separate male and 
female WCs. Alterations 
to an existing staff 
room. Existing rear two 
windows in WC to be 
boarded up internally to 
allow for privacy. 

Mr and Mrs Parker - 
Llwyn Rhyddid House, 
Hensol - proposed 
implement shed/log 
store (within garden of 
Grade 11 listed llwyn 
Rhyddid House, 

Hensol). 

Miss Sarah Brown - 
Cardiff Dogs Home, 
Penarth Road, Cardiff 

- new temporary build¬ 
ing for training and 
staff amenity. 

Relocation of existing 
container on site. 

Mr N Goodlad - 
Hendre, Sigingstone, 
Cowbridge - retrospec¬ 
tive application for cre¬ 
ation of non vehicular 
access gate to site 
boundary. 

The Gaynor Group Ltd 

- The Highwayman 
Inn, Port Road, 

Nurston - room on the 
ground floor of the 
Highwayman Inn at 
present used as an 
office to be changed 
back to restaurant area 
and a new temporary 
building erected at the 
rear of the site as office 
for the secure car park. 
Mr Gareth Wilson - 
Cardiff Airport - exist¬ 
ing hangar and associ¬ 
ated hardstanding with¬ 
in operational area of 
the airport. 

Mr Stephen Cox - 36 
Plymouth Road, 


Penarth - felling of 
Cypress tree. 

Silver Crescent Estates 

- 42 Clive Place, 
Penarth - conversion 
of bu ilding from four to 
five flats, with part 
demolition, extensions 
and alterations. 

Ms Hilary Evans - 
Tynant, College Street, 
Llantwit Major - pro¬ 
posed parking bay to 
the side of Ty Nant off 
College Street. 

Mr Andrew Wilson - 
Andrew Wilsons 
Motors, Radian 
Garage, Cardiff Road, 
Dinas Powys - pro¬ 
posed new reception 
porch. 

Mr Yannick Francois - 
7 Borough Close, 
Cowbridge - retention 
of wooden fence to side 
of property. 

Mr David Thomas - 5 
St David’s Avenue, 
Dinas Powys - remove 
old garage and replace 
with a wooden summer 
house/shed using the 
old base, the old build¬ 
ing is five metres by 
three metres and the 
new build is six metres 
by three metres. 

Mrs Christina Fenton - 
Kenson Cottage, 

Barren Hill, Penmark, 
Barry - retention of 
garden shed and vehic¬ 
ular access. 

Mr Anthony Evans - 
Marcross Farm, 
Marcross - single 
storey, steel framed 
building to house young 
and dry cows. 

Lloyds Banking Group 

- Lloyds TSB Bank 
Pic, 1 Windsor Road, 
Penarth - 3 x internally 
illuminated textbands; 2 
X internally illuminated 
projectors; I x internal¬ 
ly illuminated round 
brand logo; 2 x inter¬ 
nally illuminated her¬ 
itage window light 
strips; I x externally 
non illuminated applied 
vinyl; 2 x externally 
non illuminated alu¬ 
minium name plate; 2 x 
internally non illumi¬ 
nated applied vinyls. 

Mr and Mrs Rees - 
Sydney House Farm, 
Llysworney - fell 
Leylandii. 

Lisa Snowball - Lower 
Farm House, 
Llysworney - fell 
Eucalyptus. 

Margret - Treetops, 
Flanders Road, 
Llantwit Major - 
reduce eight Lawson 
hedges and fell. 

Mr Rehman - Flat 3b, 
15 Marine Parade, 
Penarth - extension to 
living room. 

Mr Rhys Thomas - 5 
Archer Road, Penarth 

- partial conversion of 
front garden to drive¬ 
way for approximately 
two cars. Walk to be 
widened and recreated 
using existing wall 
materials with rebuild¬ 
ing of gatepost. 


Positive Image club 
on a tour of the Alps! 


How Glyndwr tricked 
his way into a castle,,. 
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NEWS IN AND OUT OF THE CLASS AT 
BARRY COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 


Cartoon Capers at 
Barry Library 

A MIXED group of year-7, 8 and 9 pupils 
from Barry Comprehensive School were 
warmly welcomed each week by Barry 
library staff for four three hour work¬ 
shops led by Turnip Starfish, a company 
which specialises in animation and comic 
books. 

Each week, boys learnt how to draw cartoon 
characters starting with hands, feet and faces. They 
were then shown how to build these up until they 
could draw whole people. 

Next, they created their own personal super¬ 
heroes and turned them into comic strips, adding 
captions and speech bubbles to complete their 
work. 

The comic strips were then put together to form 
a magazine. Each pupil has now been presented 
with their personal copy to keep. They also took 
home their individual sketch books, containing all 
the drawings they did each week. They can now 
continue to develop these new found s ki lls. 

We look forward to seeing a display of these 
wonderful cartoons to be shown soon in Barry 
Library. 

A special thanks to our reading volunteer, Julie 
O’Brien who accompanied them to the library each 
week. 

The project was funded by Literature Wales with 
the aim of improving literacy through art. AC 



Jay learning the tricks of the trade from 
the experts at Turnip Starfish. 



ABOVE: James and Josh proudly displaying the front cover. 


The students working at Barry Library. 


Older People’s Voice’ is Hope springs eternal in 
heard in Dinas Powys the battle for survival! 


The Older 
People’s 
Commissioner 
is pictured with 
members of 
Dinas Powys 
Afternoon 
Club. 



THE Older People’s 
Commissioner for Wales, 
Sarah Rochira, last week vis¬ 
ited the Dinas Powys 
Wednesday afternoon club, 
as part of her Engagement 
Roadshow. 

She explained her role, her 
future priorities and how she is 
able to help and support them. 

“What a privilege to be in 
Dinas Powys, spending time 
meeting with older people at 


their afternoon club. What 
came across so strongly was the 
sense of friendship and com¬ 
munity and how much drive 
and energy the members of the 
group had,” the commissioner 
commented. 

“All my work is driven by 
what older people tell me mat¬ 
ters most to them, and they 
most certainly were loud and 
clear in what they want me to 
be taking forward on their 


behalf. We all know that we 
live in challenging times, listen¬ 
ing to our older people is the 
only way we are going to 
ensure that we meet the needs 
of people who are older now, 
and those who will be older in 
years to come. 

“This is an outstanding 
example of older people keep¬ 
ing their communities together 
and, quite simply, being a life¬ 
line for so many.” 


BEEKEEPING activity so 
far has been to visit the 
apiaries at Fonmon, 
Dyffryn and the Power 
Station. 

All that I have done was to 
choose a dry and somewhat 
warmer day than we have been 
experiencing so far, then observe 
the hives at each apiary and note 
any comings and goings from 
them. 

Some hives are active and some 
are not; however, on removing 
the roof of every hive and lifting 
the crown-board just a little, live 
bees were observed in all hives. 
This is sufficient for now, but I 
did provide the bees with strips of 
ready rolled icing-sugar where I 
deemed it necessary. 

Not all the hives required this 
support, but it behoves the bee¬ 
keeper to look to the needs of 
each colony, as the loss of a 
colony is not unusual at this time 
of the year due to starvation. 

The provision of stores to 
enable bees to survive the winter 
shut down was carried out in the 
autumn (2012) and as it was such 
an appalling season last year, 
many of the colonies were left 
with the nectar that they had 
managed gather - and I gave liq¬ 


NEWS FROM THE 
FONMON APIARY 


uid sugar to all of the colonies, in 
order to boost their chances of 
survival. 

At each of the apiaries, I have 
a nucleus colony: this is a small 
hive (5 frames only) and, of 
course, a lesser number of bees 
plus a Queen - and they have 
come through the winter very 
well. 

In fact, the nucleus bees have 
shown activity when no others 
have moved at all; once condi¬ 
tions allow the bees to commence 
spring expansion, these nucleus 
colonies will be transferred to a 
full size box (National Hive) and 
possibly become a productive 
colony within the apiary. 

Always there are winter losses 
- this can be due to ill-provi¬ 
sioned bees, the ravages of the 
Varroa Mite, hive units that are 
not weather-proof, severe condi¬ 
tions, wind and rain. 

With all the rain we have been 
exposed to throughout the coun¬ 
try I will not be surprised to learn 
of colony losses due to flooding. 
At the Dyffryn Apiary, one of the 
hives has had the attention of a 
Woodpecker; it has created a neat 


hole on two of the faces of a hive 
unit and it inserts its tongue into 
the hive, hoping to lick up bees 
from within. 

A temporary repair has been 
carried out (putty in holes and 
taped over) until the conditions 
allow for the removal of the unit 
i.e. my first new season in depth 
inspection. There are still bees in 
this hive so chances are it will be 
saved. 

On Saturday, March 23, there 
will be a beekeepers convention 
held at the Royal Welsh 
Agricultural Showground and 
present will be manufacturers of 
beekeeping equipment, plus lec¬ 
turers and, of course, beekeepers. 

The convention opens at Sam 
and tickets are available from 
Barbara Chick, 11, Porthcawl 
Road, Cardiff, CF5 5HU. 

As ever, hope springs eternal 
and I am looking forward to the 
coming season; hive units are 
clean, so is my smoker. Queen 
Excluders, hive tool - and not 
forgetting my bee-suit. 

Hygiene is a must these days if 
we are to help the bees in their 
fight to survive. 

I am hoping to meet new 
and established beekeepers at the 
March Convention. 

HAROLD WILLIAMS 
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Valets rural rugby stars of the future 



ABOVE: The team from Pendoylan CfW Primary School. 



ABOVE: Eun in the mud for the boys from Palmerston Primary School. 
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All aboard the 
Cooking Bus! 


No way through for Palmerston Primary 
School (blue) against St Andrew’s Major 
C/W Primary School (red) in the latest 
Vale of Glamorgan tag rugby festival. 



CADOXTON Primary School recently 
had a visit from the Cooking Bus, funded 
by the Welsh government in partnership 
with Public Health Wales. 

It is run by Focus on Food, an organisation that 
supports the teaching of cooking in schools across 
the UK. 

All the children, from reception upwards, had an 
opportunity to visit the cooking bus; they learnt 
cooking skills, such as chopping and cutting, and 
healthy diets, and produced delicious food, such as 
pizza and fruit salad. 


JUST a few miles 
from where the 
Welsh team train at 
the Vale Resort, the 
next generation of 
rugby stars have 
been starring in the 
latest Vale primary 
schools tag rugby 
festival. 

Any Welsh national 
coaches enjoying an 
afternoon off would 
have been treated to a 
feast of rugby at St 
David’s CAV Primary 
School in Colwinston, 
with plenty of skills, 
thrills and sidesteps 
that even George 
North would have been 
proud of. 

Once every half 
term, boys and girls 
from schools across the 
rural Vale come 
together to play in a 
tag rugby festival. The 
festivals were estab¬ 
lished eight years ago 


by a group of teachers, 
including Duncan 
Mottram from St 
Andrew’s Major CAV 
Primary School, and 
the event has grown 
into a firm fixture on 
the local rugby calen¬ 
dar. 

Fast forward 10 
years from now and 
who knows, some of 
these youngsters could 
even be following in 
the footsteps of other 
local boys Lloyd 
Williams and Josh 
Navidi into the Welsh 
set-up. 

To find out a local 
rugby team near you 
please visit www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk/spo 
rtsandplay, while you 
can keep up to date 
with the latest commu¬ 
nity sports news from 
the Vale by following 
@valesportsnews on 
Twitter. 




FESTIVAL OF RUGBY 
AT COWBRIDGE RFC 


A grey, wet, cold afternoon 
but surprise, surprise - 
three home games at 
Cowbridge RFC last 
Saturday, the first since 
December 8. 

The firsts kicked off at 1.30pm 
against Clwb Rygbi looking to add 
to the last two victories over Taffs 
Well and Llandaff North. First 
blood went to Clwb Rygby, con¬ 
verting a penalty after just four 
minutes. 

Cowbridge responded immedi¬ 
ately and despite missing a penal¬ 
ty, pressurised the visitors with 
some fine breaks by centre Huw 
Llewellyn and veteran prop Dai 
Breed. Held up over the line, 
Cowbridge opted for a scrum from 
the resulting penalty but were then 
penalised themselves. 

Eventually, perseverance paid 
off and No. 10 Carwyn Morgan 
slotted over a penalty on 20 min¬ 
utes to level the scores. This was 
shortlived as the impressive Clwb 
Rygbi outside half scored under 
the posts almost straight from the 
kick off and duly converted. 

Battling lock Steve 
Birchenough had to leave the pitch 
for some stitches and was replaced 
by Matt Logsdon who impressed 
immediately with aggressive 
defence and, despite some impres¬ 
sive touch kicking from No 10 
Morgan, it was Clwb Rygbi who 
finished the half with a second 
penalty and a yellow card for their 
No 10 Oliver Jenkins. 

With Birchenough returning to 
the fray Cowbridge were 
encamped in the visitors half for 
the first 10 minutes of the second 
half but were unable to add to the 
first half penalty. 


After 15 minutes some lovely 
running in midfield from 
Llewellyn, Elia Pellegrotti and 
Morgan almost resulted in a try, 
only for the ball to be dropped 
over the line. However, 
Cowbridge were not to be denied 
and a penalty into touch took 
Cowbridge within 10 metres of the 
visitors’ line; from the lineout 
Steve Birchenough barged over 
the line for a well deserved try. 

Unfortunately this was almost 
the last action from Steve as he 
was helped off the pitch soon 
afterwards with what proved to be 
a broken arm; we wish him a 
speedy recovery. 

Despite continuing to play pos¬ 
itive rugby, Cowbridge started to 
leak penalties. A Cowbridge 
penalty on the halfway was 
reversed after some backchat from 
the veteran Breed and this was fol¬ 
lowed by a succession of penalties 
to Clwb Rygbi, with three convert¬ 
ed in the space of 10 minutes - and 
that was it. 

Plenty of pressure from 
Cowbridge and several opportuni¬ 
ties which we were unable to con¬ 
vert into points. 

I'm sure the coaches and play¬ 
ers will look at this as a chance 
missed for at least a losing bonus 
point, and up until that last 10 
minutes a possible win was on the 
cards. 

Final score: Cowbridge 8, Clwb 
Rygbi 21 

This Saturday, we entertain 
Barry at the Athletic Field, kick 
off 2.30pm and following that it's 
Wattstown at home on March 2; as 
always, all support is welcome. 
Cowbridge Seconds, meanwhile, 
had a very enjoyable game 
against Clwb Rygbi seconds. 

It was wet and muddy but both 


teams tried to entertain Clwb 
Rygbi scored their first try after 
five minutes with their right wing 
squeezing in at the corner despite 
an excellent tackle from full back 
Rob Langdon. 

There was a second converted 
try for the visitors on 30 minutes 
but Cowbridge had their moments, 
a great charge up the middle by 
prop Matt Popham and several 
good runs by wing David 
Griffiths. 

Clwb Rygbi scored two more 
tries in the second half, one a gal¬ 
loping run by their second row and 
right at the death a second for the 
right wing. 

Cowbridge tackled and pressed 
forward through the game. The 
one difference was that Clwb 
Rygbi obviously knew each others 
play better. Luke James showed 
up well at scrum half and there 
was excellent defence by the 
whole team, with perhaps 
Langdon and Chris Parsons the 
pick. Props Popham and John 
Bissel got through a lot of work. 

Final score: Cowbridge 2nds 0, 
Clwb Rygbi 2nds 24. 

Finally, the youth entertained 
Penarth on the old school field. 

In atrocious conditions the boys 
competed well throughout the 
game against much bigger opposi¬ 
tion. Despite overdoing the kick¬ 
ing they ran well with the ball in 
hand and tackled ferociously. 

The highlight of the game was 
the Cowbridge try; from a penalty 
in their half, two passes and the 
ball was in the hands of Harri 
Thomas who sprinted along the 
touchline to score in the comer - 
well done lads. 

Final score: Cowbridge youth 
5, Penarth youth 25. 
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Success for schooFs girls’ sports teams 


CROSS¬ 
COUNTRY 

HUGE congratulations 
to Alex Brooks and 
Rowan Allin (year-7), 
and Josh Petersen 
(year-9), who have 
been selected to repre¬ 
sent Cardiff and the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Schools’ District at the 
51st Welsh Schools’ 
National Cross- 

Country 
Championships. 

After consistently 
performing to very high 
standards in each of the 
cross-country fixtures 
last year, the boys were 
selected. 

Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
wish you all the best on 
February 23 in Brecon. 

Furthermore, Logan 
Roach has been selected 
as a reserve for the year- 
7 squad, and we hope he 
gets the opportunity to 
show his talents on this 
day as well. 

Congratulations and 
well done all! 

TUMBLE AND 
VAULT 

THE following pupils 
took part in the 
Cardiff and the Vale 
Tumble and Vault 
Competition in the 
National Sports Centre 
on January 25. 

The under-14 girls 
team finished first and 
individually Mia Sexton 
(1st), Tirion Evans (2nd) 
and Megan Champion 
(3rd). 

The under-14 boys 
team position was 5th. 

Well done to all who 
took part. 

SPORTS HALL 
ATHLETICS 

THE following girls 
took part in the Cardiff 
& Vale sports Hall 
Athletics on January 16 
at Whitchurch High 
School. 

A team will now be 
selected from the results 
to represent Cardiff and 
the Vale in the Welsh 
final in Cwmbran on 
March 3. 

2 Laps - 3 167 Jordan 
Meek, Cowbridge 
23.7; 5 171 Megan 

Hodgson, Cowbridge 
23.9; 7 170 Meriel 

Clode, Cowbridge 24.3; 
13 164 Sian 

Prichard, Cowbridge 
24.7; 15 160 Annabel 
Hegarty, Cowbridge 
24.9; 15 162 Pippa 
Jolles, Cowbridge 24.9; 
22 169 Laura Annetts, 
Cowbridge 25.3; 24 168 
Mali Howell, 

Cowbridge 25.5; 24 128 
Daisy Morgan, Cardiff 
High 25.5; 26 161 

Robyn Edwards, 

Cowbridge 25.6; 26 202 
Aimee Eggington, 
Whitchurch 25.6; 29 
173, Efion McNamee, 
Cowbridge 25.7. 

2 Laps -1172 Jessica 
Wadey, Cowbridge 48.9; 
2 170 Meriel Clode, 
Cowbridge 51.2; 4 164 
Sian Prichard, 

Cowbridge 53.0; 7 165 
Alice Teague, 

Cowbridge 53.2; 9 163 
Sanant Emyr, 

Cowbridge 53.9; 15 160 
Annabel Hegarty, 
Cowbridge 57.7; 19 168 


Mali Howell, 

Cowbridge 58.2. 

6 Laps -1172 Jessica 
Wadey, Cowbridge 75.9. 

High Jump - 7 160 
Annabel Hegarty, 
Cowbridge 1.05; 17 173 
Efion McNamee, 

Cowbridge 1.00; 18 161 
Robyn Edwards, 

Cowbridge 0.95. 

Vertical Jump - 4 166 
Tirion Evans, 

Cowbridge 50; 16 161 
Robyn Edwards, 

Cowbridge 35. 

Standing Long Jump 
-5 167 Jordan Meek, 
Cowbridge 1.95; 6 162 
Pippa Jolles, Cowbridge 
1.92; 7 171 Megan 

Hodgson, Cowbridge 
1.88; 32 164 Sian 

Prichard, Cowbridge 
1.46. 

Standing Triple Jump 
- 1 167 Jordan Meek, 
Cowbridge 7.05; 2 166 
Tirion Evans, 

Cowbridge 6.92; 3 162 
Pippa Jolles, Cowbridge 
6.34; 8 172 Jessica 
Wadey, Cowbridge 5.98; 
9 163 Sanant Emyr, 
Cowbridge 
5.96. 

Speed Bounce - 5 
171 Megan Hodgson, 
Cowbridge 64; 10 165 
Alice Teague, 

Cowbridge 63; 16 173 
Efion McNamee, 

Cowbridge 61. 

Shot (2.72kg) - 14 
165 Alice Teague, 
Cowbridge 5.20; 17 168 
Mali Howell, 

Cowbridge 4.90; 27 170 
Meriel Clode, 

Cowbridge 4.30. 

The under-15 boys 
once again shone in the 
Cardiff & Vale Sports 
hall athletics completion 
held in Glantaf School. 

Out of a field of 70 
athletes, Cowbridge fin¬ 
ished with six athletes in 
the top 20. Year-10 pupil 
Kristian Jones (4 lap. 
Long Jump and Speed 
Bounce) won all his 
events and the overall 
competition with a total 
of 300 points, equalling 
George Griffiths’ 
impressive record from 
the previous year. 

Tom Trotman (2 lap. 
Long Jump, Shot Putt) 
finished a close second, 
eight points behind 
Jones. Tom Trotman 
also produced a standing 
triple over eight metres 
this year, which was bet¬ 
ter than anyone by some 
margin. 

Other notable per¬ 
formances came from 
Joe Davies who finished 
in 5th place and Tom 
Lucas finishing in 8th. 
Rian Thomas and Ben 
Jones both produced 
solid performances fin¬ 
ishing in 17th and 18th 
respectively. 

Kristian and Tom 
have now been selected 
to represent Cardiff & 
the Vale in The Welsh 
Sportshall Einals which 
are on Sunday, March 3 
at Cwmbran. 

We wish them every 
success. 

HOCKEY 
THIS was an amaz¬ 
ing effort from the 
year-8 hockey girls, 
who played the 
mixed year-8 and 9 


girls and boys from 
St Cyres. 

The Cowbridge girls 
dominated the first half 
by keeping possession 
and had several breaks 
into the opposition goal 
circle. 

In the second half, the 
girls continued to hold 
out with a strong 
defence and Efion 
McNamee and Sophie 
Oddly played brilliantly 
for a number of attempts 
at goal. 

In the final minute, 
St. Cyres scored, leaving 
the final score 1-0 

Players of the match: 
Selina Radcliffe and 
Penny Weir. 

TOURNAMENT 
THE first round of 
the year-9 Cardiff 
and Vale Hockey 
Tournament was 
played against Bro 
Morgannwg and 
Plasmawr on 
Monday, February 
4, in Barry. 

Cowbridge played 
Plasmawr first, and the 
teams seemed evenly 
matched, with the ball 
being carried into both 
shooting circles. 

Cowbridge took the 
upper hand with a goal 
by Sian Smith from a 
lovely cross. 

The second half 
found Cowbridge more 
dominant, making 

Plasmawr defend sever¬ 
al attacks on their goal 
before Jemma Viney 
scored for a final score 
of 2-0. 

Plasmawr then played 
Bro Morgannwg and it 
was drawn 1-1. 

Einally, Cowbridge 
played Bro Morgannwg 
in a very evenly 
matched game, both 
teams taking shots at 
goal and defending well. 
The final score was 0-0. 

Cowbridge now go 
through to the Cardiff 
and the Vale final to be 
held after half term. 
Well done girls. 

Players of the match: 
Seren Allin and Jemma 
Viney. 

NETBALL 
THE year-9 netball 
team took part in 
the Cardiff and 
Vale County 

Netball tournament 
on Tuesday, 

February 5, at 
Ysgol Glantaf. 

The girls were drawn 
in a strong pool against 
Bro Morgannwg, 
Howells and Glantaf. 

In the first game 
against Bro Morgannwg, 
Cowbridge got off to an 
unsteady start, and made 
silly basic errors due to 
rushing and forcing 
passes, instead of their 
usual composed style. 

Despite this, 

Cowbridge led 2-0 at 
half-time. In the second 
half, the girls began to 
settle, found their stride 
and a more skilful team 
emerged. 

Excellent defence in 
the circle from Emma at 
GK and Efion Vickers at 
GD kept the Bro team 
out of the game and 



excellent linking play 
between Olivia Jones at 
GA and Lucy Housley at 
GS enabled the 
Cowbridge team to capi¬ 
talise on turn over ball. 
The score finished with 
a 5-0 win to Cowbridge. 

In the second match, 
Cowbridge faced 
Howells, who had also 
already secured a win 
against Bro and were 
looking strong. 

Cowbridge scored the 
first goal of the game 
and worked tirelessly in 
defense to maintain the 
lead. Excellent intercep¬ 
tions from Sashini 
Jayasinghe at WD, who 
linked in perfectly with 
Maya Bell at C and 
Annie Lloyd at WA 
ensured that the shooters 
were fed suitable balls 
into the circle. 

Cowbridge had a 4-2 
lead at half time. In the 
second half, Bethan 
Swallow came on to GK 
and her height in the cir¬ 
cle impacted on the 
Howells shooting ability 
to great effect. 

Jemma Viney, who 
came on to WA, was 
dominant in attack and 
helped Cowbridge keep 
possession to secure an 
8-5 win. 

Cowbridge then faced 
Glantaf in the final 
match of the pool. Both 
teams went into the 
deciding game having 
won both their previous 
matches, so a close final 
was likely. 

Both teams rose to the 
occasion and battled 
extremely well through¬ 
out, and Glantaf man¬ 
aged to secure the win¬ 
ning goal seconds before 
the final whistle to win 
4-3. 

Cowbridge finished 
the day a very 
respectable second 
place. Well done to all 
the girls. 

CHAMPS 

THE senior netball 
girls competed in 
the Cardiff and 
Vale Senior Netball 
Tournament on 
Thursday 
February 7, at 
Whitchurch High 
School. 

We were drawn in a 
pool against Plasmawr, 
Llanishen, St. Johns and 
Cardiff High School, all 
of which provided a 
unique challenge to the 
Cowbridge girls. 

Each match was eight 
minutes one way due to 
time restrictions, so the 



girls 

needed to be ready and 
raring to go on the whis¬ 
tle. 

Cowbridge played St. 
Johns first and got off to 
a fantastic start with 
Lydia Hitchings at GS 
and Mairi Boxall at GA 
shooting with the high¬ 
est level of accuracy to 
give Cowbridge a 7-0 
lead at full time. 

Next up was Cardiff 
High, and after a break 
Cowbridge were a bit 
slow off the mark, 
enabling the Cardiff 
girls to impact on the 
game. Outstanding 
defence from Imogen 
Harrison at GK and 
Caitlin Allin at GD 
ensured the Cowbridge 
girls remained resilient 
and excellent feeds into 
the circle from Jo 
Williams at WA and Liz 
Whitehouse at C helped 
the team secure a close 
4-3 victory. 

Now on a roll, the 
team faced a strong and 
composed Plasmawr 
side, who again ruffled 
Cowbridge in the open¬ 
ing minutes. Cowbridge 
rose to the challenge 
though, remained con¬ 
trolled throughout with a 
seemingly effortless per¬ 
formance to win with an 
excellent 6-3 lead! 

In the final pool 
match, they faced 
Llanishen who were also 
yet to lose a match. The 
pressure was on to see 
who would secure the 
win and progress to the 
finals. 

The Cowbridge girls 
were outstanding 

throughout! Mature 
zone defence from 
Imogen and Caitlin 
forced mistakes in the 
Llanishen attack and 
turnover ball enabled the 



Cowbridge attack to 
flourish. 

Movement in the cir¬ 
cle from Lydia and 
Mairi was faultless, and 
support on the edge of 
the circle from Jo and 
Liz was solid. Nadini 
Jayasinghe and Nancie 
Edwards, who both 
played at WD alterna¬ 
tively throughout, 
showed great composure 
and style to make vital 
interceptions to support 
the team. 

The level of commit¬ 
ment on court from the 
girls was exemplary and 
led to an outstanding 7-5 
win and Cowbridge pro¬ 
gressed to the final! 

Howells were the sec¬ 
ond pool winners. The 
last time Cowbridge and 
Howells met in a senior 
netball match was in the 
final of the President’s 
Cup in December and 
Howells just edged a 
win in the closing min¬ 
utes by 5-3, so the 
Cowbridge girls were 


keen to seek revenge. 

Cowbridge, who were 
psyched up for the final, 
took the lead from the 
first centre pass and in 
quick succession 

advanced to a 3-0 lead. 
This shock in pace 
caught the Howells team 
off guard but they quick¬ 
ly responded and 
brought the score ago¬ 
nisingly close at 3-2. 

With just minutes to 
go the Cowbridge girls 
showed real grit and 
determination through 
possession play to hold 
out and secure a very 
well deserved 3-2 win. 

Cowbridge were now 
crowned County 

Champions! Big con¬ 
gratulations to all the 
girls who played with 
such passion and com¬ 
mitment and a thank you 
to them all for their con¬ 
tinual dedication to 
school sport throughout 
their very hectic sixth 
form lives. 

Imogen Harrison, our 


captain, was the only 
year 13 pupil and so she 
sadly leaves us next sea¬ 
son to start her next 
chapter at university. We 
wish her well! 

As the rest of the 
team will be here next 
year we look forward 
with positive hopes of 
retaining the title. 

Well done girls! 

SPORTS HALL 
ATHLETICS 
THE under-15 girls 
competed in the 
Cardiff and Vale 
Sports Hall 

Athletics on 

February 6 at Gian 
Taff. 

A team will now be 
selected to go forward to 
the Welsh final in 
Cwmbran on Sunday, 
March 3. Cowbridge’s 
overall winner was 
Brooke Langton-Cryer 
with 296 points. Well 
done. 
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Height of luxury - there's even a TV and radio! 


MOTORING with 
TIM SAUNDERS 



Land Rover Discovery 4 TDV6 HSE. 


NFALLIBILITY 
is a dangerous 
feeling and often 
results in disappoint¬ 
ment, I am told. 

Many drivers of 4x4s 
seem to possess this 
quality in spades, tack¬ 
ling most situations on 
the road with an unat¬ 
tractive, bolshy attitude. 

When behind the 
wheel of the hugely 
capable Land Rover 
Discovery 4 TDV6 
HSE, you can see why 
as the commanding 
driving position, the 
superb build quality and 
the luxurious interior 
give the driver that king 
of the road feeling. 

Clambering onto the 
leather-clad driver’s 
seat it is clear that my 
surroundings are posi¬ 
tively luxurious; on a 
par with the pricier 
Range Rover (I tested 
the old model 
Autobiography last 
year). 

A straight-grained 
walnut finish con¬ 
tributes to the elegance 
of the interior. An array 
of technology assists; 
from the seven-inch full 
colour centre console 
touch-screen for con¬ 


trolling key vehicle 
functions, to front and 
rear parking aids and 
phone integration. 

In Discovery 4 HSE 
Luxury, every journey 
is a pleasure. At a quick 
glance, I spy all the off- 
roading controls I might 
need, a television and 
even that much sought- 
after DAB (Digital 
Audio Broadcasting) 
radio. 

It’s a responsive lux¬ 
urious brute of a vehi¬ 
cle. During the test it 
snows heavily, so much 
so that all major airports 
cancel flights and it 
takes all night for some 
office workers to travel 
home. 

On one occasion, 
there is over six inches 
of snow covering the 
whole vehicle and so I 
clear as much of it off 
as possible and then get 
driving. 

However, a quantity 
falls off the roof on the 
windscreen wipers as I 
manoeuvre and they 
handle it as if it were 
just light rain, brushing 
it off the screen with 
ease. 

It’s minus one 
degrees and I am cold, 
so it is gratifying to dis¬ 


cover the heated steer¬ 
ing wheel and heated 
seats front and rear. 

Outside, the pictur¬ 
esque winter wonder¬ 
land provides the per¬ 
fect environment to put 
the Disco through its 
paces. Eor the duration 
of the test I drive in ice 
mode. 

Only the foolhardy 
would venture off road 
in these treacherous 
conditions, but this is a 
test and Land Rover 
would not look 
favourably upon me if 
their vehicle remained 
on the tarmac. 

My wife and daugh¬ 
ter insisted on accompa¬ 
nying me, just in case I 
got into difficulties. 
They just don’t trust 
me, or the Disco. 
Selecting the low switch 
and remaining in ice 
mode, we drive through 
a thickly snow-covered 
and hilly woodland and 
it handles the snow and 
the ice underneath well, 
only losing grip a cou¬ 
ple of times. 

It is on exiting that it 
comes unstuck. I try 
reversing back the way 
I came, but it doesn’t 
like this one bit, the 
wheels spinning as I 


apply the accelerator. 

Sol drive forward, 
starting to inwardly 
panic, not for me but 
for my wife (who is 
expecting our second 
child shortly) and little 
Harriett, who is happily 
saying “Oh dear” in the 
back. 

As we point north, I 
move forward and then 
back, kicking the accel¬ 
erator down and, thank¬ 
fully, the Land Rover 
climbs the hill and gets 
us back on to the road. 

Think of its weight 
and the challenging 


winter conditions and 
this is impressive. In 
fact, this is the stickiest 
situation I have been in 
in a Land Rover. 

During this period 
when Britain is covered 
in snow, competent 
Land Rover owners 
make themselves avail¬ 
able as a sort of fourth 
emergency service to 
rescue stranded 
motorists. 

The news reports 
alert me to two acci¬ 
dents along my motor¬ 
way route so I choose 
an alternative road. 


deciding to join the 
motorway at a later 
junction, but the traffic 
is still snarled up. 

Roads are icy and inex¬ 
perienced motorists are 
incompetent. 

The height of the 
255bhp Tandy provides 
an excellent view of the 
road ahead and when 
the roads allow, it easily 
overtakes the most frus¬ 
trating of dawdlers. 
Sports mode is a useful 
addition in these situa¬ 
tions. 

Despite its size it is a 
joy to drive and easy to 
manoeuvre. The eight- 
speed auto box is oper¬ 
ated by a simple dial 
that rises when the 
engine starts but the 
driver does have to 
remember to push the 
dial down slightly in 
order to engage the 
desired mode. 

Also, care must be 
taken when using sports 
mode because on re¬ 
selecting drive, it can 
slip into neutral if the 
dial is turned too vigor¬ 
ously. 

Steering wheel 
mounted paddle shifts 
allow it to be driven 
like a responsive manu¬ 
al, thanks to a ‘sequen¬ 


tial mode boosting sys¬ 
tem to increase the air 
density entering the 
engine’s cylinders’. 

This enables a corre¬ 
spondingly greater 
amount of fuel to be 
injected for increased 
power output. 

The traditional hand¬ 
brake has been replaced 
by a simple switch. 

Now usually I can’t get 
on with these but it 
seems easy enough for 
me to use so no com¬ 
plaints here either. 

The 45-minute jour¬ 
ney threatens to take 
double that time and so 
it is a joy to eventually 
hit the outside lane of 
the motorway and for a 
clear path to emerge 
ahead. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, say: “This Land 
Rover Discovery marks 
a real step forward. 
Huge improvements 
were made to quality 
and durability and it’s 
packed with off-road 
technology designed to 
make it as good off¬ 
road as you’d expect of 
any Land Rover. 

“Sophisticated elec¬ 
tronics help with hill 
descent and can you 
alter the four-wheel 


drive for different ter¬ 
rains, while air suspen¬ 
sion means that the ride 
height can be raised and 
lowered at the push of a 
button. 

“A 2009 facelift 
brought a new engine in 
the shape of the twin- 
turbo 3.0-litre TDV6, as 
well as softer styling, a 
vastly improved interior 
and a larger selection of 
options, including a 
nifty camera system that 
gives a 360-degree view 
of the car. It remains 
one of the best 4x4s 
around.” 

As Land Rover’s 
marketing states: 

“Smart and sophisticat¬ 
ed, it’s elegant in the 
city and capable in the 
country.” I can vouch 
for that statement. 

3.0-litre turbo diesel 
V6 HSE luxury. 

New price range: 
£38,825 - over £57,750; 
Top speed: 112mph; 0- 
60mph: 8.8secs; 
Economy: 35mpg (extra 
urban); Road tax: £850. 

Watch the video at 
WWW. testdrives. biz 



Barry RFC Youth 
survive illness 
and injiuy to win 


BARRY RFC youth 
were away to Dinas 
Powys, a team they 
had beaten in this 
season’s home fix¬ 
ture, but due to the 
recent bad weather, 
snow, injuries and 
illness, the team 
that took to the field 
was going to be a 
lottery. 

Nonetheless coaches 
and management were 
pleased at the turn out 
with players coming 
back from injuries and 
studies. 

The home side howev¬ 
er were the first to put 
points on the board when 
their outside half moved 
off third phase posses¬ 
sion to find two forwards 
in the defensive line and 
cut through resourcefully 
to score under the posts 
for seven points; this was 
the only score of the first 
half. 

From the second half 
kick-off Barry won pos¬ 
session and retained pos- 

Bowls 

club 

available 

PONTYCLUN BC 
has vacant dates in 
its 2013 fixture list 
on July 20 (away) 
and July 27 (home 
or away). 

If your club is looking 
for fixtures on these 
Saturdays then please 
email our fixture secre¬ 
tary at: billmoning- 
ton@yahoo.co.uk. 

GT 


session for a number of 
phases, ending with Jake 
Goodfellow powering 
over the line for a for¬ 
wards-orientated try. 

Acting scrum half 
Jake Connelly, coming 
on for Emyr Byrne who 
was still struggling with 
‘man flu’, kicked the 
conversion. Playing bet¬ 
ter now Barry put pres¬ 
sure on Dinas who poor¬ 
ly cleared their line and 
from the resultant lineout 
a powerful maul and 
drive ended with Sion 
Vidal crossing for a 
score. This score was 
converted by substitute 
hooker Ellis Smith mak¬ 
ing it 7-14. 

Barry were now play¬ 
ing good support rugby, 
and winning lots of loose 
ball, and from possession 
won by the forwards, the 
backs played all hands to 
Luke O’Sullivan, playing 
out of position at centre, 
and he scored Barry’s 
third try. 

Youngster Josh Taylor 
made an appearance at 
second row and a stole a 
Dinas lineout with his 
first touch of the ball 
Barry cleared their lines 


with this gift and a bout 
of ten ni s kicks ensued. 

The kicking ended 
with Ellis Smith deciding 
to run from deep in his 
half and with the backs 
fanning out he moved the 
ball wide. Ellis managed 
to cut in on the end of the 
loop and gifted a perfect 
final pass to Sion Vidal 
who crossed for his sec¬ 
ond try; Ellis missed the 
conversion. 

Dinas did not give up 
and determined pressure 
by their backs succeeded 
in forcing an error by 
Flynn who laid a flat pass 
to the Dinas centre who 
intercepted and ran in 
under the posts. The final 
score was 26-14 to Barry. 

Squad: Blake Wall, 
Mathew O Sullivan, Brad 
White, Josh Taylor, Lucas 
Davies, Tom Adams, 
Kieran Davies, Sion 
Vidal, Emyr Byrne, Jack 
Legg, John Miles, 
Morgan Howells-Davies, 
Jake Connelly, Jamie 
Oaten, Ellis Smith, Luke 
O’Sullivan, Emyr Byrne, 
Jake Goodfellow, 

Mitchell Scott, and 
Nathan Harris. 


MM 

MILO MAN'S ~ 

EASY WIN 

M ilo man , a five- year-old bay 
gelding owned by Mr and Mrs 
William Rucker and trained by 
Evan Williams at Llancarfan, won the 
Shoreditch Standard Open Flat Race at 
Taunton last Friday. 

Confidently ridden by Paul Moloney, Milo Man, 
a 10-1 chance who was making his racecourse 
debut, came home 25 lengths clear of GarryLeigh 
ridden by Tom Scudamore. 

BRIAN LEE 


SUPER SUB SENDS 
ROVERS THROUGH 


DESPITE the grim 
conditions at Bryn- 
y-don, Rhoose 
Rovers came from 
behind to inflict 
Cadoxton Barry FC 
B’s first defeat of 
the season with a 5- 
4 victory. 

The match was full of 
action as the Division 
Two heavyweights found 
it frustrating against a 
young Rovers side; 
unbeaten in their last four 
matches and growing in 
confidence. 

Rhoose started the 
brighter team and were 
head in the opening 
stages with a shot, par¬ 
ried from the keeper. 


finding its way to Vinson 
who showed composure 
in making it 0-1. 

The lead was no more 
than the visitors 
deserved. However, the 
home side came back 
hard and turned it 
around, via two comers 
and defensive mistakes. 
Both ended in goals for 
Cadoxton, making it 2-1. 

The Rovers battled 
hard after that and were 
rewarded when top scor¬ 
er, Barrett, turned 
provider for B agnail to 
slot home to make it 2-2. 

The second half saw 
roles reversed with the 
home side starting the 
stronger and taking the 
lead with a well worked 
goal; quick passing foot- 


Under-16A turn 
on the style! 


L L A N T W I T 
MAJOR under-16A 
fell behind to 
Penarth Town in the 
third minute but 
then raced into a 4-1 
lead, before Penarth 
scored a consola¬ 
tion. 

A special mention for 
Gabriel Oram who has 
been out for 7 months 
after knee surgery. This 
was his first game back, 
and he scored a fantastic 
and crucial third goal and 
effected the game - fan¬ 
tastic to see him back, 
he's a real talent. 

A special mention also 
for the front five over the 
90 minutes which con¬ 
sisted of Richard 
Stevens, Luke Allinson, 
Gabriel, William Perkins 
and Jo Treharne who all 
had an impact on the 
game. 

This season the boys 
are playing a year up 


from their age level and 
so far they have now won 
4, drawn 3 and lost 3. 

The team has adapted 
well and are developing 
each game, much to the 
satisfaction of coaches 
Phil and Russell. 
SULLY V 
LLANTWIT 
MAJOR B 

It was a difficult day 
out for the boys on their 
trip to Sully, losing 
heavily with a depleted 
team. 

The only consolation 
was a brilliant volley 
from Tom Rawlings from 
the halfway line which 
David Beckham would 
have been proud of, 
while Tom also grabbed a 
second goal. 

However Amanda, 
Neil and the boys will 
have to put this down to 
experience and will be 
looking to get back to 
winning ways next 
Saturday. SC 


ball with a solid finish 
into the top comer of the 
net making it 3-2. 

The goals didn’t stop 
there as the ball broke to 
Rowe on the half way 
line. He carried it to 
within 25 yards of goal 
and produced a magnifi¬ 
cent save from the keep¬ 
er; the ball tipped onto 
the crossbar and back out 
into play. 

The ball, however, fell 
kindly to Barrett, beating 
the offside trap, and 
rifled in the rebound to 
make it 3-3. Barrett soon 
made it 3-4 with a com¬ 
posed finish at the near 
post, one that pleased the 
travelling fans and the 
manager. 

The visitors were in 
the ascendancy and were 
looking most likely to 
take the tie. However, the 
home team scored again, 
against the mn of play to 
make it 4-4. 

The match looked like 
it was going to go into 
extra time and possibly 
penalties, until the final 
twist of the match 
unfolded. 

Rhoose broke and fed 
the ball out wide to 
B agnail. He whipped it 
into the box where it was 
met by Baker who forced 
it past the keeper and into 
the net for 4-5. 

Team: Owain Price, 
Darren Price, Lee Dixon, 
Liam Byrne, Jonny 

Powell, Cory O’Toole, 
Nathan Baker, Chris 
Vinson, Matt Bagnall, 
Josh Rowe, Drew 

Barrett. Substitutes: Dale 
Trickett (50’), Matt 
Robinson (57’), Ashley 
Baker (65’), Sam Walsh, 
Luke Solomon. 

Rhoose Rovers are 
next in action this 
Saturday (February 16) 
against Pro Copy 

Athletic at Rhoose; kick 
off 2pm. AB 


Season’s darts 
champions 
are crowned 


ON Tuesday, 

February 5, this 
season’s men’s and 
ladies doubles 
champions were 
decided. 

At the Came Arms, 
Simon Reader and John 
Izzard (Hare & Hounds) 
became the men’s dou¬ 
bles champions beating 
Noyle Burt and David 
Thomas (Cross Inn) 3-0 
in the final. 

Preceding this final 
there were two very tight 
semi-final matches that 
could have gone either 
way. On the same night 
at the Edmondes Arms, 
Daisy Repke and Pam 
Rosser (Came Arms) 
became ladies doubles 
champions beating Trish 
Kinman and Annie Daley 
(Edmondes 'A') 3-1 in the 
final. 

Also on that evening, 
one of the snow can¬ 
celled league matches 
was played with 
Llanharry beating the 
Highwayman Inn 7-2. 

So with the Edmondes 
B players competing in 
the men’s doubles this 
allowed Llanharry to 
jump to the top of the 
table. 

Present league stand¬ 


ings: Llanharry (65 

points), Edmondes ‘B’ 
(61), Edmondes ‘A’ (50), 
Hare and Hounds (45), 
White Lion (40), Farmers 
Arms & Came Arms 
(35), Cross Inn (31), 
Highwayman Inn (27), 
Old Post Ladies (25). 

On Febmary 19 the 
quarterfinals and semi¬ 
finals of the men’s sin¬ 
gles will be played. At 
the Farmers Arms Dai 
Thomas (Edmondes 'B') 
plays Trevor Morgan 
(Edmondes 'A') and 
Steve Huish (Cross Inn) 
plays Steve Simmonite 
(Edmondes 'A') while at 
the Hare and Hounds; 
Mathew Pay (Edmondes 
'B') plays Cedric 
Simmonite (Edmondes 
'A') and Noyle Burt 
(Cross Inn) plays John 
Izzard (Hare & Hounds) 
- all matches start at 
8.30pm and spectators 
are always welcome. 

For further informa¬ 
tion and any enquires 
please e-mail Paul at 
cowbridgedarts @ google- 
mail.com; up-to-date 
information on upcoming 
matches, league results 
and league table can be 
found on the web site: 
www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 


PT 

Jenner Park hosts 
international 


JENNER PARK stadium in Barry will be 
hosting an international football match on 
Friday, February 22 when the Welsh 
College girls take on their English coun¬ 
terparts. 

The Welsh squad is managed by former Cardiff 
City start Cohen Griffith, and will feature a number 
of local girls who attended the Cardiff and Vale 
College, such as Lauren Price, Kelly Bourne, 
Kathryn Salter, Angharad Chown, Alicia Davies and 
Catherine Walsh. 

The match kicks off at 2pm and admission is free. 
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Unlucky for some TOYOTA 

but not at 
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Reserve a new 
“13 Plate” Toyota 
today and get... 


0%APR 

X Representativ/e‘ 


OR A FREE iPAD 



Plus vuhen you order your A FREE PRIVATE NUMBER PLATE 

neui “13 plate** Toyota 
before 28th Feb you can 

choose 1 of 3 offers... OR A FREE 32** LCD HD TV* 


Toyota World Bridgend 

Tondu Road, Bridgend. Mid Glamorgan CF31 H 

Tel: 01656 858334 ^ 

www.tovotaworldbndgend.toyota.co.uk 


TOVOTA 

UiARRANTV 


llvAJ r-|r» >ra 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 
Halfprice Broadband for 6 months. Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems 
installed. Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

/ i. 4 CoevfTMrrjjM 

• lt*%« 

✓ 24 Hcu' 7 Qairm 
•' Morftv ■/*»* 
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Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


3°Q. 

Buy 3 blinds 
for the price of 2 


CALL 
PAUL WILLI 


SB 


i_yale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 

www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


01446 439 306 
m 01656 349 281 




This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

I Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

' BKnds 

•Shutters 

•Awnit^ solar 
•Canopies bUndS 


North Road, Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

lei: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


Ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
^ Barry 01446 743267 



The CEM 01446 774484 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
y COVERING ALL AREAS J 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 

Aerial & Satellite Installations , 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Instaiiation & Repair 

: • Poor Reception Fixed | 

^ Discounts 

^ • Additional TV Points I 
• Digital Aerial Installations I 
^ • Free Home Visits 

Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 



^BLBND SALEH^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings fir Blinds 


Unit 3 &4, Western Industrial Estate, Caei 
CF83 IBQ • vwvw.starline-blinds.co.ul 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 




ACORN 

Building & Property Services 

From easing a door or laying your 
patio to building a new extension. 

Qualifed tradesman with 35 years experience. 

Tel. John 07527 835650 


B[]QaQ(aaEig) s©Gre?a®©s 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

i nf o @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


P.P. 

SaiLPING 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 




MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

01446 420784 • 07970 642537 




Use the GEM to 
promote 
your business. 
42,000 
newspapers 
reaching 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl. 

Th«GEM 

01446 774484 


STADRE 

DECORATING 
& PROPERTY 
AAAINTENANCE 


► Painting & Decorating 

► Kilchen/Bathrootri 
Installations 

► Electric 

► Plumbing 

► Handyman Services 


07791 752532 


VALE BLINDS 

(Wales) Ltd 


SALE'NOW ON 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain 
Rails/Poles 

Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


B. 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Tel: (01446) 

710304 / 07792 733443 


SooiiBiiQg/ Qmmm 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


B U I L D f 


Extensions • Loft Conversions • Grant Works 
New Builds • Garage Conversions from £3,995 

* Email your drawings . ■ ^ 

ryj for a quotation. ^ 

I info@davembuildtech.co.uk ^ 


RJ.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing^ 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 735376 
or 07920 195775 


) Excel Swee^l (‘•w 

All Chimneys swept - Stoves refurbished 
Cowls fitted - Nests removed 
Fully Insured - Guild Certificates issued 


01446 688141 / 07508 839120 

www.excelsweeps.co.uk 


Oear^ot^A 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


feme @ 
guildbfmastersweeps 


mem 

01446774484 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLAnON 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


barry-today-co. u R 
cowbridge-today-co. u R 
I lantwit-major-today-co. u R^ 
porthcawl-today.co.uR 
bridgend-today.co.uR 


'Time OENS 

News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 
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ARK 

CARPENTRY 

Specialising in all 
aspects of carpentry 
and joinery. 
Kitchens/Doors/Floors/ 
Roofs/Maintenance/ 
Stairs 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Karl 07928 381 688 
01446 795 674 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 

Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 




~M If its wood 
PSm - we're 
CARPENTRY veiy goodi 
Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 

VfILE CfIRPETS 

tdat corner, to- you 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 

Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 



CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

_ Plus... _ 

Stain & Odour Removal 
FREE 

with carpet clean 

07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 






Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken romtmrciaC 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 & Quotations 


^ ‘Domestic and 


Cowbridge • MobUe: 07973 628842 
e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 


MS Decorating 


For all your 
Interior & Exterior 
Painting & 
Decorating 
20 years experience 


07855 539545 
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GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


NH 


Painter 

Decorator 


Time served. Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertakei 



www.nhdecorating.co. 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


John Clissett 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 

Interior & Exterior^^^ 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE 

01446 750625 
07980 691584 
Award Winning Decorator 


Professional & Affordable 






HEATH 


T: 02920 650854 
M: 07703 828 002 
www.heathwindowsltd.co.uk 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

Established Family Company 
Genuine Offers 
Professional, Reliable Service 



The 

CE>1 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
^_ If so phone for a free estimate and advice _^ 

FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


mndow Tec UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 



STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


01446 774484 



Gas Jif!> 
Services 


Combination Boiier 
& LPG Speciaiist 


Com petitive& Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 




INSTALl/ C 

ELECTRICAL ^ 

Commercial & Domlsti^ 



* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 


FREE VISUAL ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY INSPECTION AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES & BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY ^ 
AVAILABLE S 

01446 733773 ^ 
07816 091425 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 



ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 



Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 



07891 965150 
01446 403072 


Dave RefFell 


Electrical Services 



1*1 Installer 
1 I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 


LECTRICAL SERVICES 

5\ncJrew Lenthall - 07890 772079 

• Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

Reliable, Qualified Service 
Emergency Call-outs 

• Free Quotations 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NQ JQB TQQ SMALL 

email: aaelectrical 1 @ hotmail.co.uk 




Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 


Barry 744117 



35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers issso 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

^ R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights. Security. 


/ / ^ _ _ National Inspection Council for 

At /| / | A / /I H Electrical Installation Contracting 

07885 347642 “!" Approved Contractor 




. Garden & Landscaping Services 

IF Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 
www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 _ 


info @ 2 ardenandlandscaDeservices.c 0 .uk 




Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


■aMaai'iP. 


<$iRVCt*RtPA 


’SPAAIS 


I \ ~ 'Tiice OeALS NOW AVMLMlt \ 

Mow ■Mow Mn4oo4 ani fOfHM . 


kEW*J fTvwn 


VMR Buomt» Pmk. UMnWiw. 
CMBi44^CmFPf 
TbA §1446 779402^ 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting 
Fencing Repairs 
Low Maintenance 
Garden Conversions. 
No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly adviee. Great Priees 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 




BOTTLED 

GAS 

Free Local Delivery 


and Collection 


Tel. 01446 771999 

Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 



Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shmbs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Bridce 

Vale 

Tree SEEVieES 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& EENCING AVAILABLE 
fflGHLY QUALIEIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 
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JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


BARRY & VALE PLUMBING 

• Taps • Toilets 

• Radiators and everything in between 
FREE ESTIMATES 

07979 967 627 









I P EDWARI>S 


I L.i rv9 BI r^j ^ 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers yp'j 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


014M 7M127 


OTTI* ttOSSSA 


^Fiiikrr&ioventooi^ 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EsT over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


S.M. Vaughan 

MMERCL 


HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

« Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230I41 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


Established 1987 


ROOFING Ltd 

Roofing & Waterproofing Speciaiists 



• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

0\444 4t|f71 

om 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job j 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 




Flat Roof Specialists 
life expectancy 50 years + 


Slates & Tiled Roofs 
Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
Domestic & Commercial 
Wt* All Work Guaranteed 

V Over 30 Years Experience 

Free No Obligation Survey 
_ ^ Discounts given to OAP’s 



MsMfK 

e 

Driving School Ltd 

i# 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 


• Automatic Vehicles now available 

1^ 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 




01446 775145 / 07974 953414 

vvvvw.cfrroofing.co.uk 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £36 

for total beginners 

GIFT VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


)[ltl®[lsQ©[j 


r Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 ^ 

(evenings) J 


The GEM 


INSTA 

SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mi ni, Midi & Large 
Builders 
Skips 

& Collected 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 
Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 



Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 




Bill Foulds A 

Tiling Specialist 

Ceramic/Porcelain & 

Natural Stone Tiling T 

Decorating & Finishing Touches 


Tel:01446 771105 Mob: 07736 391937 


^ \ffi/©ilCf‘®®D0Ll3 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


TfQaaGa®m 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07792 232357 


/ 


CLASSICAL 
GUITAR 
TUTOR A 

RWCMD graduate 
Travels south Wales 
£25 p. h. 

Luc Morris 
BMus (Hons) 
07581291683 

lucwmorris@gmail.com 


01656 720551 <C S@)£ )a®[b [^®[i II®Wal O 

07973 488806 


Your local Skip Hire Co. 
for Barry & The Vale 


POSSIBLY^THE CHEAPEST 
SKIPS IN SOUTH WALES 


80% of Waste Recycled 

Saturday 

nT ■■■ Sam-1pm 

REMOVE^RrcYCLE RE-USE 

a 

Abacus Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 

100% Woe 

Mixed Waste or Stone 

2 yard £79 £65 

4 yard £105 £90 

5.5yard£ii5 £105 

8 yard £155 £140 

16 yard £240 
16 yard (wood only) £200 



We Buy PVC Windows - We pay up 
to £2.50 per kg for Electrical Cable 


Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 


MaCrLlQ®(il 


DH Solutions-Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 



We buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 


lajKi] minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Free collection for all vehicles at a time 
to best suit you. 


isiiiiii minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


All vehicles quotes are on a complete 
vehicle basis with all the factory components. 
All unsaveable vehicles disposed of in a correct 
and legal manner. 

No wheels, no problem 

www.scrapmetal veh icletrader.co.uk 

67785 943145 or 01446 728137 



SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY I 



VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 

We will beat any price locally [3SS5S for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 




ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
theDVLAand 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRfiP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


Use the 
GEM to 
promote your 
business. 
Reach 
43,000 
readers 
and be seen 
on the web. 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


1 


rr 


01446 

774484 
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Llancarfan Community Council 

Clerk to the Council 

From April 1, 2013, a vacancy exists for a 
part time clerk/responsible financial officer. 
Salary and expenses in accordance with 
agreed NJC rates. Duties are mainly 
secretarial, the clerk will work from 
home and attend meetings of the council 
when necessary. 

For full details and job description, please 
contact Mrs J Scott-Quelch, 2 Penylan 
House, Llancarfan, nr Barry CF62 3AH. 
Telephone 01446 781366. 


St. Illtyd’s Day Nursery 

Llantwit Major 

Have the following 3 Nursery 
Nurse Vacancies: 

All positions are initially for 6 months; commencing 
April 2013. 1 at 30 hours, 1 at 40 hours with the 
possibility of becoming permanent, plus a third 40 
hour position to cover maternity leave. 

All posts are subject to an enhanced disclosure. 


For further details and an application form, please 
contact Angharad Evans (Manager) or Tricia Hooson 
(Deputy Manager) on 01446 790178. 

■V Project Managed by: The Diocese of Llandaff Board 
for Social Responsibility - Reg Charity No. 1037922 




Lots of love from j 
Dad, Lisa, Katie, _ 

Matthew and Harriet x x x x 







fur 14th Febnniy 

Lots of love from 
all the family x x x 



Happy 30th Birthday 



on 18th February, 2013 
^ We HI celebrate 


this weekend! 

Lots of love, Mum, 




W A Browrj Son 


Funofai Directors 




:isi V 

♦ FunM’SI -jtt m 

* It4^i!lart4l y 

Pembroke House. 

Coiltege Street, Uttntwtt Mejor Ml 
01446 792 489 “ 




Est 1946 - 24 hour Service 


W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


wwwjacebookxom/slamorsansem www,twitterxom/sem news 




BROOKS 

Nigel 

Suddenly, on January 30, in Cornwall, 

Nigel of Llantwit Major. Beloved son of Peter and 
the late Nannette, dearly loved brother of Natalie 
and Tony, much loved uncle of Joe, Sam and Ben, 
grandson of Glenys Fortt and nephew of Peter. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Monday Febmary 18, service 
and cremation 12 noon at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend. Family flowers only may be sent to the 
Funeral Home, donations in beu, if desired, to Hobne 
Tower Marie Curie Centre c/o J James, 11 Fonmon 
Road, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 




I LAWSON 

Margaret Eileen 

Peacefully on 9th February 2013 aged 75 years. 
Loving wife of the late Captain George Lawson, 
much loved mother to Paul & Maria, mother in 
law to Ann, grandmother to Hannah & Simon 
& close friend to Barbara & Bill. 

Will be greatly missed by all who knew her. 
Resting at AG Adams & Son Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until the service in the 
chapel on Friday 22nd February 2013 at 11am, 
followed by a committal service in The Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road East, Barry at 
12 noon. Family flowers only please. Donations to 
Cancer Research Wales may be sent to Velindre 
Hospital, Whitchurch, Cardiff CF14 2TL. 



ALLAN 

Lewis 

Peacefully at Willowbrook Nursing Home, Cardiff on 
February 9, Lewis, aged almost 88 years, much loved 
husband of Eileen, loving father of Jennifer and 
Judith. Deeply missed. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Friday Febmary 22, Service 
l.dOpm at Cardiff and Glamorgan Crematorium, Port 
Road East, Barry, CF62 9PX, followed by interment in 
Barry Cemetery at 2.00pm. No flowers by request, 
donations in hen, if desired, to The Alzheimers Disease 
Society c/o Mrs C James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, 
Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 




r* BROWN 

Violet 

Peacefully on February 7 at Holme Tower Marie 
Curie Centre, Penarth, Violet of St Athan. Beloved 
wife of the late Douglas, dearly loved mother of 
Jennifer, Linda, Helen and Irene, a much loved 
grandmother, great-grandmother and mother-in-law. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon. Funeral Thursday Febmary 21, service 1.15pm at 
St Athan Church followed by cremation at Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend at 2.45pm. No flowers by request, 
donations in lieu, if desired, to Ty Hafan Childrens 
Hospice, Wales c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, 
Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 



ROBERTS 

Reginald 

Peacefully on January 31 at UHW, Cardiff, Reginald 
of Trerhingyll, Cowbridge. Beloved husband of the 
late Marlene, dear father of Sara, devoted 
grandfather of Lowri, Michael and Madeline. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday Febmary 19, service 
12.15pm at Ramoth United Free Church, Cowbridge 
followed by cremation at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend at 1.15pm Family flowers only may be sent 
to the Funeral Home, donations in lieu, if desired, may 
be sent to a personal choice charity. 



I** Ed Herman 



The day you left us was heartbreak and sorrow 
The day you left us we didn't understand 
The day you left us God had you by the hand 
That day was 10 years ago, 
no words will heal our pain 

Muniy Dad, Natts, Amelia & Annie 


PHILLIPS 

Evelyn May 

Suddenly on the 10th February, Evelyn (Lynne) 
of Llantwit Major. Dearly loved wife of the late 
Trevor and cherished mother of Alison, and a 
much loved grandmother of David, Anna, 
Matthew and Luke. A loving great grandmother 
to Olivia, Josh, Louis, Thomas and Sam. 
Resting at W.A.Brown & Son, College St, Llantwit 
Major until the funeral service on Friday 22nd 
Febmary in St.Illmd’s Church at 1pm, followed by 
cremation at Coychurch Crematorium at 2.15pm. 
Family flowers only, but donations may be made to 
Cancer Research UK c/o the Funer^ Director 
(cheques only). 




FOUND: 

Locker/Padlock 

KEY 

Cae Stumpie, Cowbridge 
Friday, 8th February. 
Handed in to 
Glamorgan GEM office. 
Owner to collect please: 
53 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL 
(01446) 774484. 


j 0 m\ 

^ARR^ 

Self contained one 
bedroom furnished flat 

£75 pw 

Tel: 01446 407008 






5 YEAR OLD ALASKAN 
MALAMUTE LOOKS FOR NEW HOME 


1 ^^ 

1 am 5 years old, 
castrated, microchipped 
& vaccinated, 
i am friendiy, & very weii 
house trained. My Mum 
& Dad wiii be very sad to 
see me move, & any 
potentiai home wiii need 
to be thoroughiy vetted 
by them & AMCUK for 
suitabiiity. 

Please contact amalamute96@yahoo.com for more information | 




Rise & Recline 
Electric Remote 
Control Chair 

In Green draylon, 
good condition. 

£200 

Tei: 01446 711454 

06 


MFI Cream Finish 
Bedroom Suite 

1 double wardrobe with 
mirror door, 1 double 
wardrobe & single 
wardrobe. 2 5-drawer 
dressers, two bedside 
tables, one double bed, 
headboard & ottoman. 
£200 

Tel: 07934 422986 y/s 


Single Pine Bed 

with mattress, easy 
assemble - £35 

Swivel chair 

‘Mastermind’ type, black 

£30 

Violin & Case 

medium size - £50 

01446 411639 , 



Re: 

Lily Buckland 
Deceased 

PURSUANT to the Trustee 
Act 1925 NOTICE is given 
that all creditors and others 
having any claims against or 
claiming to be beneficially 
interested in the estate of 
Lily Buckland late of 4 
Radnor Road, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major, Vale of 
Glamorgan. CF61 2GR who 
died on the 5th day of 
November 2012 and grant of 
probate to whose estate were 
granted on 6th February 
2013 out of the District 
Probate Registry at 
Winchester in the High 
Court of Justice to Iris Jessie 
Grimes are required to send 
particulars in writing to the 
undersigned solicitors on or 
before 15th day of April 
2013 after which date the 
said administrator will 
proceed to distribute the 
assets of the deceased 
among the persons entitled 
to them having regard only 
to the claims of which they 
then have notice and shall 
not be liable for the assets of 
the deceased or any part of 
them so distributed to any 
person or persons of whose 
claims or demands they then 
have not had notice. 

DATED: 

14th February 2013 
Rigby Golding 
57 Staines Road West 
Sunbury on Thames 
Middlesex 
TW16 7AU 
Solicitors for the 
Administrator 


House 

Clearance 

Many household 
items, electrical 
goods and 
furniture. 

No traders. 
For more 
information 
please ring: 
07934 422986 



R Reg 

Citroen Saxo 
1.1 Injection 

Silver, Long MOT, taxed. 

£650 

02920 704643 

‘Reliable Motor’ 


1997 

Mitsubishi 
Carisma Auto 

1800CC, only 70,800 miles, 
MoT, taxed, FSH, excellent 
runner, good condition. 

£650 ono 
01446 413140 


02 Reg 

Vauxhall 
Corsa SXi 1.2 

3-dr, metallic silver, petrol, 
43,000 miles, taxed + MoT, 
one lady owner. 

£1695 ono 
0785 524 0035 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


Thursday, February 14th, 2013 


ValeMP 
gets cancer 
debate go- 
ahead in 
Commons 


THE Vale MP, Alun 
Cairns, secured a 
parliamentary 
debate to discuss 
cancer care in Wales 
and England, in the 
House of Commons 
on Tuesday. 

He has campaigned to 
push for improved cancer 
care and treatment in 
Wales and is concerned 
that survival rates and 
waiting times in Wales 
are not as good as in 
England and other parts 
of the UK. 

Mr Cairns highlighted 
that the Welsh 
Government has repeat¬ 


edly missed its own tar¬ 
get for treating urgent 
cases of suspected can¬ 
cer. 

He commented: 
“Evidence also shows 
that the Cancer Drugs 
Eund in England enables 
patients to have the latest 
treatments and medi¬ 
cines, which are not as 
readily available in 
Wales. 

“The Rarer Cancers 
Eoundation has reported 
that people in Wales are 
now more than five times 
less likely to gain access 
to a cancer drug which is 
not routinely available 
than people in England.” 


Regional AM’s 
photo-call for 
‘lung’ exhibition 



PARROTT, Lib 
Dem AM for South 
Wales Central, has 
featured in a unique 
photographic exhi¬ 
bition to raise 
awareness of lung 
cancer, the most 
common cancer 
worldwide. 

In Wales alone, more 
than 2,000 people were 
diagnosed with the disease 
in the year 2010. 

One of a group of Assembly Members who had 
their photographs taken for the exhibition, she com¬ 
mented: “The work that charities such as the Roy 
Castle Lung Cancer Eoundation do to both raise 
awareness and help local people with lung cancer 
should never be underestimated and I’m pleased to 
have helped out this exhibition.” 


Recycling crew’s 
chainsaw drama 


THREE members 
of the Vale 
Council’s recycling 
team were involved 
in a rescue drama 
when a resident fell 
out of a tree while 
using a chainsaw. 

The crew had fin¬ 
ished their collection 
round in Wenvoe on 
Monday, Eebruary 11 
and were driving along 
Port Road when a large 
branch fell to the 
ground, swiftly followed 
by the man holding a 
chainsaw. 

A council spokes¬ 
woman explained: 
“Driver Nick Kaye 
stopped their vehicle 
and, along with both his 
loaders Mark Adams 
and Anthony Wakefield, 
rushed to assist the man, 
who had landed by a 
ditch near some barbed 
wire.” 

Nick said: “We went 
into autopilot, using our 
first aid training and try¬ 
ing to keep as calm as 
possible. 


“Anthony slowly 
removed and turned off 
the chainsaw that had 
landed precariously 
close to the gentleman’s 
leg. Mark had run for 
the first aid kit in our 
vehicle, we rang 999 
and then dressed the cut 
on his cheek.” 

CCTV 

ARRESTS 

CCTV monitoring 
helped the police to 
make 11 arrests in 
Barry last week. 

They contacted the 
police on 46 occasions 
during the week ending 
Eebruary 10. 

On Eebruary 7, police 
arrested one person for 
allegedly being drunk in 
charge and two other 
arrests made for alleged 
theft on Eebruary 8 and 
9. 

Police made seven 
arrests concerning affray 
on Eebruary 10 and also 
arrested a person for 
vehicle interference the 
same day. 
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Netballers shine in tournament 


COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE’S year 10 
and 11 netballers played in the Ann Smart 
Tournament on Thursday, January 17. 

Cowbridge were drawn in a strong pool against 
Howells and Stanwell and faced Stanwell first. The 
game started very evenly with both teams in con¬ 
tention at half time. 

In the second half, Cowbridge defence stepped up 
and outstanding work from Sarah Lewis at GK, 
Hannah Lister-Sims at GD and Izzy Eddy-Williams 
at WD opened up the game for the Cowbridge 
attack. 

Annabel Curie at C, Megan McNamee at WA, 
Kim Jerwood at GA and Lydia Hitchings at GS were 
able to capitalise in attack and a solid team perform¬ 
ance saw Cowbridge achieve an excellent 21-14 win. 

Next up, Cowbridge faced Howells in a deciding 
match to see who would qualify for the final. The 
teams were both evenly-matched with strong county 
and international players representing both sides. 
Howells took the upper hand in the first half and led 
8-5. 

In the second half, a slightly intimidated 
Cowbridge team came out fighting and secured the 
first goal from the restart. This lifted their determi¬ 
nation to succeed and the attacking emphasis 
stepped up. 

Sarah Lewis at GK made many vital interceptions 
to keep us in the game, and Annabel Curie at C was 
faultless in controlling the game and bringing the 
ball down the court. 

Cowbridge were now on the front foot and closing 
in on the Howells team, but unfortunately time ran 
out and despite winning the second half 5-4, the 
Howells team won the overall match 12-10. 

Team: Lydia Hitchings; Kim Jerwood; Megan 
McNamee; Annabel Curie; Hannah Lister-Sims; 
Izzy Eddy Williams; Rebecca Thomas; Sarah Lewis. 

Player of the match: Lydia Hitchings v Stanwell; 
Annabel Curie v Howells. 

Cowbridge year 7 and 8 netballers played against 
Llantwit at home on Wednesday, January 30. 

Due to the adverse weather throughout January, 
both teams hadn’t played for a while so needed to be 
calm and composed throughout. 

The year-8 s played first against a very solid 
Llantwit team and despite the best defensive efforts 
from Selina Radcliffe at GK, Hannah Sloan at GD 
and Ellen Masters at WD, the Llantwit attack domi¬ 
nated and led 7-1 at half time. 

In the second half, Cowbridge did well to score 
the first goal from the restart, but then again, the 
Llantwit team dominated and pushed ahead to 
achieve a 16-2 win at full time. 

The year-7s got off to a much stronger start with 
excellent linking play from Sophie Rees at GS and 
Jordan Meek at GA giving Cowbridge the lead at 5- 
0 at half time. 

In the second half, solid defence from Sarah Jones 
at GK and Ellin Swallow at GD kept the Llantwit 
shooters away from the post and excellent centre 
court play from Tirion Evans, Meriel Clode and 
Emily Jenkins enabled Megan Hodgson and Sophie 
Rees to capitalise in the shooting circle. 

The final score was a resounding 12-0 win to 
Cowbridge, well done to all the girls. 

Year 7: Jordan Meek; Sophie Rees; Emily 
Jenkins; Megan Hodgson; Meriel Clode; Tirion 
Evans; Ellin Swallow; Sarah Jones. 

Year 8: Emily Eorrest; Annabel Hegarty; Alice 
Teague; Nia Davies; Ellen Masters; Hannah Sloan; 
Selina Radcliffe; Bethan Erost; Robyn Edwards; 
Eleanor Lewis. 

Player of the match: Year-7 Sophie Rees; year-8 
Selina Radcliffe. 

Basketball 

LOCAL rivals St Richard Gwyn Catholic High 
School returned to Cowbridge last Tuesday, this 
time to face off against the year-10 side. 

This would be the third time the schools have 
faced off this season, with Cowbridge winning the 
first two games as the year-8 and 9 sides took care of 
business in the earlier contests. 

Once again for Cowbridge, Harvey Stockford led 
the team at point with David Humphreys alongside 
as his running mate. 

On the wings were Joe Davies and Mike Milani, 
with Eraser McGhan manning the middle. Tom 
Lucas added some much-needed bench support and 
making his return to the side after an extended injury 
period was forward Tom Trotman. 

The pace and intensity heated up from the 
moment the first whistle was blown with both sides 
getting to a rhythm early, and finding the bottom of 
the basket. 

Cowbridge managed to inch ahead and took a 
small lead into the first break. 

In the second quarter, however, Cowbridge really 
started going to town as Tom Trotman came off the 
bench and hit two momentum-shifting three point¬ 
ers. 

This push got St Richard Gwyn rattled and 
repeated mistafes in transition led to interceptions 
by Cowbridge and breakaway baskets from Joe 
Davies and David Humphreys. 

The onslaught continued throughout the quarter, 
leading to Cowbridge being ahead 26-10 at the half. 

With its wealth of coaching and big game experi¬ 
ence, St Richard Gwyn wasn’t going to be falling 
apart any time soon. 


They quickly regrouped in the third quarter and 
put an end to their turnovers and the baskets 
Cowbridge were getting from them. 

As ever, Harvey Stockford kept Cowbridge in it 
with his heady play at the point and while the lead 
diminished, Cowbridge managed to keep ahead. 

In the final quarter, St Richard Gwyn decided to 
throw everything at it and employed an effective full 
court trap. Some carelessness on Cowbridge’s part 
led to unnecessary turnovers and in a matter of min¬ 
utes the lead was down to eight and the game was 
looking to be in the balance. 

After an errant inbound pass from the baseline 
ended up immediately in the hands of St Richard 
Gwyn (who quickly scored), Cowbridge coach Mr 
Hume called a timeout and got the boys to regroup 
and regain their composure. 

Harvey Stockford, on the bench taking his only 
breather of the game, re-entered the game and 
together with Joe Davies, David Humphreys and 
Tom Trotman, decided enough was enough. They 
beat the press and scored a quick couple of baskets 
to put the game out of reach. 

A heady win for Cowbridge and a big positive as 
they managed to overcome their first taste of real 
adversity. 

The Cowbridge year-10 side now have only one 
division game remaining which will be against 
Porthcawl Comprehensive School in late Eebruary. 
Winning that will secure them a place in the semi¬ 
finals. 

The Cardiff and Vale Schools basketball season 
continued late Eriday afternoon as the Cowbridge 
Key Stage 4 sides returned to the court after their last 
games were snowed off. 

Eacing them were Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg, 
who always field a well turned out side and has a his¬ 
tory of quality coaching. 

For Cowbridge in year-10, Harvey Stockford led 
the team at point with David Humphreys alongside 
as his running mate. 

On the wings were Joe Davies and Mike Milani 
with Fraser McGhan manning the middle. 

Making his season debut was Huw Bennett and 
Tom Lucas rounded out the squad. 

In the year-11 side. Declan Thomas ran the team 
at the point with Sean Rowland joining him in the 
back court; Mattie Roberts and George Griffiths 
occupied the front court with Harry Stubbington tak¬ 
ing care of centre duties. 

The year-11s, however, were missing their start¬ 
ing shooting guard Alex Greaves, out with back 
spasms. 

The year-11 sides faced off first and Cowbridge 
immediately put the pressure on Bro Morgannwg 
with their up-tempo offence and tight-pressing 
defence. 

While Bro Morgannwg managed to hit an early 3 
to start the game, it proved to be their only points for 
the whole of the quarter. 

The Cowbridge attack came from all sides as they 
pounded the boards, getting their misses and picking 
Bro Morgannwg apart with near perfect passing. 

With the game thoroughly in hand by halftime, 
Cowbridge lost their focus slightly but Bro 
Morgannwg failed to capitalise and reduce the 
deficit. 

In the fourth quarter, fortunately, Cowbridge 
recovered its composure and began preparing for the 
tougher games ahead by working on their set plays 
and pounding the ball in to the post. 

The game was a resounding victory for the year- 
11s and great preparation for the battles that lay 
ahead. There’s still room for improvement, an over¬ 
reliance on their up-tempo attack will cause issues 
later when the pace slows down. 

Their pick n’ roll attack, the bread and butter of 
many a successful basketball team, still lacks a lot of 
finesse. Cowbridge are on track though, as they con¬ 
tinue to aim for their first KS4 championship. 

Up next were the year-10s with Bro Morgannwg’s 
side wanting to ensure they didn’t end up on the 
wrong end of a similar whitewash. 

Both teams started slowly but Cowbridge 
squeaked ahead taking a narrow lead into the second 
quarter. It was in the second period that Cowbridge 
started to get to grips with the game. 

Harvey Stockford repeatedly pushed the tempo, 
getting Bro Morgannwg on the back foot, and Joe 
Davies kept attacking from the wings, intercepting 
errant passes and leading the break; David 
Humphreys hurt Bro Morgannwg from the outside 
with his long range shooting. 

At the half, Cowbridge were comfortably ahead 
by 19-8. 

In the third quarter, however, Bro Morgannwg 
began to find their way and a measure of careless¬ 
ness on the part of Cowbridge had both their offence 
and defence spluttering. By the time the quarter was 
up, Bro Morgannwg had cut the gap and narrowed 
the game to within two possessions. 

It was at this point that Fraser McGhan re-entered 
and once again anchored the Cowbridge defence, 
and Harvey Stockford went back on the attack, 
breaking down Bro Morgannwg and creating scoring 
opportunities for his team mates. 

Finally showing some grit, Cowbridge ended 
strongly, controlling both ends of the floor. 

So two games in and with two wins, both 
Cowbridge sides are feeling good about their 
chances. What they must now show is whether they 


can build on this success and be ready to face the 
challenge ahead. 

Coming up in February is the first round of the 
national 5x60 tournament. Cowbridge squeaked into 
the second round last year but know that won’t get it 
done this time around. With just a few games before 
to help them get ready, it’s now or never. 

FOOTBALL 

ON January 30, the year-8 football team played 
Cantonian Comprehensive School at home. 

The game was the quarter-final of the Cardiff and 
Vale Cup, and there was no room for error. 

Cowbridge made the best start, and the first goal 
of the game came about by some excellent work 
from Oliver Cooper, who worked some space just 
outside the box. 

Oily then passed the ball to Rhys Bradshaw, who 
slipped the ball past the goalkeeper with a left-foot¬ 
ed shot. 

After this, Cowbridge keep on pressing with Liam 
Murphy and Rhydian Williams playing some lovely 
balls out to the wingers Oliver Cooper and Logan 
Roach, and over the defence to Rhys Bradshaw. 

The second goal was again a result of some excel¬ 
lent teamwork. With Rhys giving the defence no 
time to settle on the ball, he dispossessed the left 
back in a dangerous position. After working his way 
into the box, Rhys hit a pass across the six-yard area, 
which was tucked away by Rhydian Williams into 
the bottom comer. 

Being two goals ahead, Cowbridge looked in con¬ 
trol, alth^ough, they were not ready to set up shop and 
did not want to cmise to the final whistle. 

Furthermore, with Shaun Carpenter, Barrie 
Langton-Cryer, Bevan Howells and Jac Roberts cre¬ 
ating a brick wall at the back, it did not look like 
Cantonian were going to score either. Logan Roach 
then sprinted up the wing, passed a few defenders, 
and unleashed a booming shot into the bottom right 
comer. 

In the second half, Cantonians’ attack had more 
purpose, and they brought one goal back. To remove 
all thoughts of a comeback, Cowbridge scored 
another goal by Rhydian Williams and the game was 
over. 

Well done year-8 - the semi-finals are the next 
hurdle to overcome. We are playing some excellent 
football at the moment, and to ensure we continue to 
do so, we all need to attend training. 

Players of the match: Rhydian Williams and 
Shaun Carpenter. 

On Febmary 1, the Cowbridge year-7 football 


team played Barry Boys Comprehensive School. 
With the weather putting this fixture in jeopardy, the 
game was played on the Cowbridge 3G to ensure it 
went ahead. 

Cowbridge started the match well, and as soon as 
the first whistle was blown, they looked dangerous. 
George Cuddihy and Cameron Gauci were causing 
the defence trouble straight away with some excel¬ 
lent mns down the flanks. 

The first goal came from a superb through ball 
from Edward Lewis, which cut the Barry defence in 
half. Sam Green used his pace to sprint onto the pass 
where he carried the ball into the box, and unleashed 
a shot which flew into the top comer. 

After this, Barry started to press, but the 
Cowbridge defence seemed to have their number in 
every attack; Mike Bosley, Barrie Langton-Cryer, 
Mitchell Stimson-Jagger and Lewis Hawke were 
holding strong. 

The second goal came from two displays of indi¬ 
vidual brilliance. Mike Bosley picked up the ball in 
his own half, after intercepting a pass which would 
have led to a gilt-edge chance. He dribbled past two 
defenders, in a calm and cool fashion, and slipped 
the ball effortlessly through the defence. Again, Sam 
with his lightning pace, sprinted onto the pass, and 
slotted the ball home in outstanding style. 

Barry came out at the start of the second half all 
guns blazing and within two minutes were level. The 
defence, which had not put a foot wrong in the first 
half, were caught out of position and their mistakes 
were capitalised upon. 

The rest of the half was nip and tuck. Both teams 
creating opportunities and both defences working 
hard to not put a foot wrong. 

Lathan was a late substitute who had an instant 
effect, producing hard tackles on the left, dispossess¬ 
ing the opponents, and turning defence into attack 
with ease. Using his speed, he ran free of the defence 
down the wing. 

It was the last minute of the game, and Cowbridge 
needed a stroke of luck or genius. In Ronaldinho- 
style, he hit the ball up and over the goalkeeper, into 
the back of the net. 

Luck or skill, only he will know, but what was 
certain, was that the game was won, and Cowbridge 
were into the semi-finals of the Cardiff and Vale 
Schools Cup. 

Players of the match: Mike Bosley and Sam 
Green. 



Barry 

Tyre Centre 
Ltd 


Our Service Centre is available 
to customers old and new. 

A family owned business serving 
Barry for nearly 40 years. 


CAR SERVICING 

from only 

£ 49.95 

Main dealer servicing, 
but not at main dealer prices. 
Original specification 
parts used. 

Top grade oils used. 
Service records 
fully stamped. 





Please phone for a quote for your vehicle 
from a Matlz to a Mercedes! 

LOWER GUTHRIE mjm HOLTON ROAD, 

STREET, BARRY CF63 4PS BARRY CF634HU 

01446 737447 KB 01446 745888 

www.bartytyreautocentte.co.uk 

Saturday 8.30am -1.00pm 




All major credit cards accepted 
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I ON AND OFF THE TURF with Brian Lee I 

LLANHARAN’S TOM LANDS MARKET RASEN WINNER 


A t Market 
Rasen last 
week, 

Llanharan’s Tom 
David landed the 
CGA Foxhunter 
Trial Maiden 
Hunter Chase on 
the Sheila Crow 
trained eight-year- 
old Current 
Exchange, 

Tom had the chestnut 
gelding in a handy posi¬ 
tion throughout and 
drawing away in the 
closing stages, won by 
four-and-a-half lengths 
from French Canadian. 

Current Exchange, a 
winner of his first two 


point-to-point races last 
season, looks like going 
on to better things. 

Earlier in the day, 
Tim Vaughan’s Gallox 
Bridge, partnered by 
Richard Johnson, 
romped home a 14 
lengths winner of the 
Bulmers Golden 
Draught Novices Chase. 

Like Current 
Exchange, Gallox 
Bridge was well backed 
at 7-4, but those punters 
who backed him on the 
tote were rewarded with 
odds of almost 5-1! 

LONG TRIP 
PAYS OFF FOR 
TIM 

‘HAVE horses will 





LANDOW 

uuiumciB 


' Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 

' Van MOT Preparation 

' Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit 10 Vale Business Park, Llandow 


travel’ is the motto of 
Aberthin’s Tim 
Vaughan, who sent his 
seven-year-old Hidden 
Identity on a 516 mile 
round trip to Carlisle 
last week. 

Ridden by J P Kiely, 
Hidden Identity ran out 
a 16 lengths winner of 
the European Breeders’ 
Eund Mares National 
Hunt Novices Hurdle. 

LUDLOW 

WINNER 

LLANCARFAN’S 
Evan Williams’s love 
affair with Ludlow 
Racecourse shows no 
signs of abating. 

Last week he saddled 
his 43rd winner there 
when 17-2 chance 
Prima Porta came 
home seven lengths 
ahead of Mickie to win 
the Michael Lumsden 
Memorial Mares’ 
Handicap Hurdle. 

Seven-year-old Prima 
Porta was ridden by sta¬ 
ble jockey Paul 
Moloney, who is the 
leading jockey at the 
racecourse. Evan has 
trained more winners at 
Ludlow over the last 
five years than top train¬ 
ers Nicky Henderson 
(36) and Jonjo O’Neill 
(17). 

CHELTENHAM 
FESTIVAL 
EVENING 
ABERTHIN trainer 
Tim Vaughan and 
leading National Hunt 
jockey Richard 


Johnson will 
join racecourse com¬ 
mentator Tony Ellis 
and Gary Wiltshire on 
a star-studded panel at 
a Cheltenham Festival 
charity evening at Ton 
Pentre Football Club 
on March 4, commenc¬ 
ing at 7.30pm. 

Tickets for the event, 
sponsored by Betfred 
bookmakers, for the 
Injured Jockeys’ Fund 
and the Riding School 
For The Disabled, can 
be obtained from Kevin 
Moon. They cost £10, 
which includes a buffet. 
He can be contacted on 
07506952368. 

HORSE 

RACING’S 

STRANGEST 

RACES 

IF you can get hold of 
the book Horse- 
Racing’s Strangest 
Races - extraordinary 
but true tales from 
over 150 years of rac¬ 
ing history by Andrew 
Ward, then you are in 
for an entertaining 
read. 

It was first published 
in 1993 by Robson. I 
have often thought that 
with some of the odd 
point-to-point races I 
have witnessed in 
almost half a century of 
reporting on the Welsh 
hunt-racing scene that I 
could compile a book 
myself. 

However, I am still 
waiting for my book on 


Welsh horse racing’s 
great scandals and gam¬ 
bles to be published! 

If you have any mem¬ 
ories of odd or strange 
point-to-point races, I 
would be delighted to 
hear from you; email me 
with your news or views 
at brianlee4@ virgin- 
media, com call me on 
02920736438. 

CHRISTIAN 
RETURNS TO 
WINNERS' 
ENCLOSURE 
Coity's Christian 
Williams, aged 30, was 
back in the winners's 
enclosure for the first 
time since the 2010-11 
season after winning 
the 32Red Handicap 
Chase at Uttoxeter on 
Saturday on the Dai 
Burchell trained 
Rebeccas Choice a 16- 
1 outsider. 

Never Say Die is the 
motto of Christian who 
knows all about the ups 
and downs of life as a 
National Hunt jockey. 

The ups include 
being placed in a Grand 
National and a 
Cheltenham Gold Cup 
and winning the 
£100,000 
Boylesport.Com 
Cashback Chase at 
Cheltenham on Over 
The Creek. 

As for the downs, 
they are the two race 
riding accidents that 
have sidelined him for 
lengthy spells. A seri¬ 


ous shoulder injury in 
2007 may have cost him 
the ride on Cheltenham 
Gold Cup winner 
Denman as he was rid¬ 
ing for champion trainer 
Paul Nicholls at the 
time. 

As it happened, fel¬ 
low Welshman Sam 
Thomas came in for the 
ride. Having ridden 77 
winners the previous 
season, Christian had 
been in the best of form 
when told that he may 
never ride again. 

However, the injury 
which occurred at 
Cheltenham in 
November 2010, when 
he broke both arms after 
being brought down on 
Beshabar when travel¬ 
ling like a winner was 
the most serious. 

Ironically, Beshabar 
went on to land the 
Scottish Grand National. 
Yet, once again, 
Christian, who has 
buckets full of courage, 
defied medical opinion 
and was back in the sad¬ 
dle albeit for just a few 
rides. 

Another operation 
beckoned so he was 
ruled out for another 
lengthy spell again. 

Christian used to 
come in for plenty of 
rides but when he 
returned to the saddle 
after his race riding 
accidents it seemed that 
those trainers which he 
had ridden winners for 
had forgotten all about 


him! 

EVAN'S 

WEEKEND 

DOUBLE 

After winning the 
opener at Kempton 
Park on Friday with 
Islandmagee, twenty 
four hours later at 
Uttoxeter, 

Llancarfan's Evan 
Williams was success¬ 
ful with Barrakilla. 

The former, ridden by 
Adam Wedge, won by a 
nose from Star Of 
Mass ini and went off the 
7-2 favourite while the 
latter, partnered by Paul 
Moloney, who started a 
15-8 favourite, scored 
by four-and-a-half 


lengths from Hassadin. 

TOM'S DOUBLE 

Llanharan's Tom 
David had plenty to 
smile about at the 
Silverton Point-To- 
Point Steeplechases at 
Black Forest Lodge 
last Saturday. 

He won the restricted 
race on 11-4 chance Joe 
The Trucker and the 
intermediate race on the 
4-7 favourite Fruit 
Fayre. 

Welsh champion rider 
John Mathias the the 
men's open race on the 
8-11 favourite The Vicar 
a former inmate of 
Venitia Williams's 
Hereford yard. 
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Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 


EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 



MOT’S 



Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 



Car Diagnostics 


Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 



Car 


AM Repair Work 
Undertaken At , ^ 

Competitive Prices loGrviCing 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW All major 


www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735591 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 







Viim Hi 



07 57 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi SRi (120) 
3-Dr. Beige, Diesel, FSH, Air Con, MFSW, 
CD Player, E/Windows, C/Locking, 58k. 


£6,490 


07 07 FIAT Bravo 1.4 Jet Sport 5-Dr. 
Red, FSH, 6 Speed, Cruise & Climate 
Control, MFSW, Alloys, CD Player, 43k. 


£3,690 



56 07 FORD Focus 1.8 Zetec 3-Dr. 
Blue, Air Con, Alloys, CD Player, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 45k. 


£4,290 



04 04 MERCEDES-BENZ SL Class SL55 AMG 
2-Dr 5.4 Convertible. Black, Auto Sat Nav, Black 
& Red Leather, Cruise & Climate Control, Parking 
Sensors, FSH, MFSW & much more, 66k. 


06 06 PEUGEOT 107 1 Litre Urban, 3-Dr. 
Yellow, 1 Owner, A/C, Insurance 
Group 1, E/W, C/L, 79k. 



£16,990 


09 09 SAAB 9.3 1.8i Linear SE 4-Dr. 
Blue, 1 Owner, FSH, Dual Fuel, Cruise 
& Climate Control, CD Player, MFSW, 
Parking Sensor, 81k. 


£5,390 


07 57 FORD Focus 1.8 Ghia 5-Dr. Red, 
Air Con, Bluetooth, Alloys, CD Player, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 60k. 


£5,190 


07 07 MINI Cooper 1.6 3-Dr. Black, 
1/2 Cream Leather, Air Con, CD 
Player, FSH, Alloys, E/Windows, 72k. 


£6,790 



04 04 FORD Fusion 1.4 TDCi 2 5-Dr. 
Silver, Diesel, Air Con, CD Player, FSH 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 86k. 




09 09 AUDI A3 1.9 TDIE 5-Dr. Grey, 
Diesel, Sat Nav, 1 Owner, FSH, 
Climate Control. 6 Speed, Alloys, 83k. 


£3,390 


73^555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


_ £8,690 

SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 
























































































Thursday, February 14th, 2013 


www,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 45 


New Broad Street Motors 

Now on Cardiff Rood - Tel 01446 720044 



New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
^^ardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 



09 09 RENAULT Clio 
Sport 2.0 


£8800 



06 56 JAGUAR XJ6 2.7 I 
TDVi Sport Premium | 

£1499511 





06 06 MERCEDES BENZ SL500. 37,290 miles, in blue.£21,795 

08 58 AUDI A5 Quattro Sport. 23,560 miles, in black .£19,995 

06 06 MERCEDES CLK55. 44,225 miles, in silver.£19,495 

06 06 MASARATI Cambriocorsa. 37,535 miles. In grey .£18,995 

06 56 MERCEDES Benz ML320 CDi. 45,000 miles in silver .£16,995 

03 03 PORSCHE 911. 70,700 miles, in black.£16,644 

04 04 MERCEDES Benz SL350. 69,260 miles, silver.£13,850 

01 X MERCEDES SL320. 47,470 miles, in mystic blue.£13,495 

07 57 NISSAN Pathfinder 2.5 DCi Sport. 53,540 miles, in grey .£12,495 

09 59 HONDA RF-V CTDi. 44,640 miles, in black .£11,495 

08 08 MITSUBISHI Outlander 2.4 Elegance Auto. 43,780 miles, in grey.£9,995 

09 09 MINI Cooper Graphite 1.6p. 13,810 miles, in grey.£9,995 

11 61 MIN116 One. 14,240 miles, in grey.£9,995 

07 07 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior. 88,350 miles, in black.£8,999 

07 57 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 TDi GT 5-dr. 60,870 miles, in silver.£8,495 

10 10 FORD Focus Style 1.6 TDCi 28,910 miles in black .£8,495 

2007 KAWASAKI 250 Supercharged Jet Ski. 68 hours use (phone for details) .£8,495 

02 52 JAGUAR XKR Supercharged, 91,890 miles in black.£8,716 

09 59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec. 8,020 miles, in blue .£7,495 

09 09 FIAT 500 Sport 31,165 miles in white.£7,495 

04 04 BMW 5 Series 530D SE Auto. 79,570 miles, in silver .£7,495 

07 57 HONDA Civic 1.8 Sport Tiptronic. 19,000 miles.£6,995 

08 58 FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge. 49,880 miles, in white .£6,795 

10 10 PEUGEOT 207 Sport 13,890 miles, in grey.£6,695 

00 X PORSCHE Boxster S 3.2 86,195 miles, in Black.£6,419 

06 56 HONDA Civic 48,890 miles, in silver.£6,295 

10 10 PEUGEOT 207 Verve, 29,700 miles, in grey.£6,181 

09 59 PEUGEOT2071.4XR. 19,740 miles, in blue .£5,764 

05 05 VOLKSWAGEN LT32 2.5. 60,380 miles, in white.£5,000 + VAT 

09 09 FORD Fiesta 1.4TDCi 23865 Van. In white .£5,000 + VAT 

07 56 SEAT Alta 1.6 Reference Sport. 43,520 miles, silver.£4,995 

06 06 FORD Fiesta Zetec S TDCi. 62,000 miles, in red .£4,795 

06 06 TOYOTA MR-2 48,640 miles, in red .£4,695 

01 X MERCEDES Benz SLK 230 88,630 miles, in silver .£4,495 

06 06 PEUGEOT 206CC. 68,310 miles, in blue .£3,795 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa SXi 1.4. 75,430 miles, silver.£3,695 

07 07 RENAULT Megane Estate 1.5 Dei Dynamique. 76,540 miles, in silver.£3,695 

04 04 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto. 16,790 miles, in Tonic Blue.£3,495 

05 05 SEAT Ibiza 1.8 FR. 40,795 miles in red .£3,395 

06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCi Van. 50,500 miles in silver.£3,295 + VAT 

03 03 RENAULT Megane Convertible 1.6 Dynamique. 49,165 miles, in silver.£2,995 

03 53 MGTF 1.8. 31,000 miles, in silver .£2,809 


SPECIAL OFFER: 

Oil Service & Winter Check only £99+VA' 

on production of this coupon. 

MoT Still only £25 



Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk FonowusonPacebookR 
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Its not the way you're used to having your car serviced 

Ks Better! 



BMW - Mercedes Benz - Porsche - Audi & VW Specialists 

Former Dealer Staff • Cutting Edge Manufacturer Diagnostics & Equipment 

Up to 60% saving on dealer prices without cutting comers or quality 

RAC Inspected Garage with 100% RAC Rating plus Full OFT Apj)roval 

Free Courtesy Cars or Free Vehicle Collection / Drop Off service 

From Servicing, New Keys, ECUs, Engines, Gearboxes to Valeting and Bodywork; 

If the dealer can do h, so can wel 


Factory Trained BMW & ATA Cetifled Technicians & Diagnostic Technicians 

Tba Vales only RAC tTa p e rt e d GafmanVehioiB y i iw- M rt with uptodataltopr/tr a iiTiii g andtactory atfjplad rjMg f yTfltir tooi^ 

Our sarvicas are iMd by iha local daalara for OiagrvMbcs and ECU Rapairs (9/tnar. Slndnlr, Dldc Ijovao, Sir a teaofi a are al our ousttXTtar s I 

The Technicai SpedaUats for Advanced German Vehicles 

5 & 10 Woodham Road. Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
www.permoveo.ltd.uk 

C«ll CIMr* or M*rtln on 0800 033 7807 or 01446 732272 
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53 MERCEDES 320 CLK 
Auto Avantqarde 

In ice blue, full lealner trim, 
stylish sports coupe at 

£4,995 


08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 
Diesel (Face Lift) 

Black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value 

£7,995 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 
Auto 

Met grey with beige leather, 53,000 miles 

£22,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road tax 

£2,495 



upe 

Elegance Auto 

In Met Grey with full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav 

£5,995 



09 Nissan Micro 
1.4 Convertible 

In silver , 1 local owner, only 

£5,495 



08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr 

In silver, 66,000 miles, 
low insurance 

£4,995 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Auto. Met grey with beige leather, 

53,000 miles, fantastic value at .£22,995 

59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white leather, 

39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new.£17,995 

59 MINI Cooper Diesel Automatic in black, 17,000 miles, 

rare spec .£10,995 

10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. Met blue, one owner, 

38,000 miles. Host of extras.£7,995 

09 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 Diesel (150) Elite. In Pacific 

Silver, 46,000 miles, fantastic value .£7,995 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In black, 71,000 

miles, fantastic value .£7,995 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 
miles .£7,695 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, etc, 

£30 road tax, low insurance.£7,495 

09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, fantastic 

value, new shape at.£6,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 miles, a/c, 

alloys etc .£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr. In silver, 11,000 
miles. Fantastic value at.£6,495 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver with 

beige leather trim, 73,000 miles, sat nav .£6,495 

10 MITSUBISHI Colt 13 CZ2 5-Dr. In met blue, 25,000 

miles, low road tax.£5,995 

09 PEUGEOT 407 1.6 HDi ST. In burgundy, 59,000 miles, 
high spec, large diesel.£5,995 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey with full 

leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR 5-dr. In red with a/c, cd, 
alloys .£5,695 

11 KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,495 

10 VW Fox 1.2 Urban. In red, 32,000 miles, 1 local owner 
with e/w, c/I .£5,495 

60 NISSAN Pixo 1.0 N-Tec 5-dr. In silver, 27,000 miles, 1 

owner.£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local owner, 
only .£5,495 

57 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta. In black, 29,000 miles, 

superb throughout .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles .£4,995 

08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr in silver, 66,000 miles, low 

insurance.£4,995 

08 CITROEN C3 1.4 ‘Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 miles, 1 

owner.£4,995 

57 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Privilege 5-Dr. In met black, 27,000 

miles, top of the range Clio at.£4,995 

07 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In met blue, 
47,000 miles, alloys, CD etc.£4,995 


53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, full 

leather trim, stylish sports coupe at .£4,995 

03 MINI Cooper ‘S’. Electric blue/white roof, black 1/2 
leather, 72,000 miles, looks superb .£4,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 miles, 

high spec example at .£4,795 

57 SMART ForTwo Passion. In silver, 48,000 miles with 

leather, h/seats, a/c .£4,495 

07 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In met silver, 

57,000 miles, low insurance.£4,495 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. Electric blue with full leather 

trim, 82,000 miles, convertible .£4,495 

07 NISSAN Micra 14CC Urbis. In met burgundy, 33,000 

miles, low running costs, convertible .£4,295 

55 SMART Fourtwo Passion Convertible. In 

orange/silver, 35,000 miles with a/c .£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 miles, 

fantastic value at .£3,995 

55 VW Polo 1.4 (75) S 3-dr. In black, 53,000 miles with a/c, 

c/d, etc.£3,995 

02 JEEP Grand Cherokee 4.0 Auto. In black with black 
leather, 83,000 miles. This 4x4 runs on petrol or LPG .. 

.£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion 1.0S+ 5-dr. In silver, low insurance -i- 

£30 road tax, with sun roof.£3,795 

05 FIAT Panda 1.3 4x4. In red, 47,000 miles, sporty 

economical 4x4 at .£3,795 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible in 

silver. Fantastic value.£3,495 

04 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible. In 
silver, 24,000 miles.£3,495 

54 SMART for Four 1.1 Pulse 5-dr. Met gold and black, 

45,000 miles, low insurance.£2,995 

52 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 TD4 GS 5-dr. In silver, 
ideal diesel 4x4 at .2,995 

52 SMART Pulse Convertible Auto. In black, 33,000 miles, 

£30 road tax.£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.4 LX 3-dr. In black, 58,000 miles, low 
insurance.£2,695 

54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.2 Twist 5-dr. in met silver, 2 

owners, low insurance .£2,695 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 88,000 
miles, fantastic MPG .£2,695 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 miles 

.£2,495 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two tone, 

£30 road tax.£2,495 

54 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-Dr. In silver frost met., 80,000 

miles, air con etc.£2,495 

54 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In silver/black leather, 90,000 
miles, with Air con, alloys, etc.£2,195 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd.£1,995 

05 DAEWOO Lacetti 1.4 SE 5-Dr. In met blue, 77,000 
miles, CD, e/windows, c/locking .£1,995 



59 MINI Cooper 
Diesel Automatic 

In Black, 17,000 miles, rare spec. 

£10,995 



59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£7,495 



56 JAGUAR X-lype 2 litre Diesel SE 

Met silver with beige leather trimm, 
73,000 miles with sat nav 

£6,495 



03 MINI Cooper 'S' 

Electric blue/white roof, black half leather, 
72,000 miles, looks superb. 

£4,995 


RBC 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABU • All CARS HPi CHAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Pictures courtesy of 
Huw Evans Agency. 


'WE’VE GOT THE MONKEY OFF OUR BACKS AT LAST!’ 

Relief as Wales break cycle of 

defeat: is this the turning point? 


nTr- BACK PAGE COMMENT 

•If by Don John 


Q 


a great privilege to be here to see Wales 
display such guts and team effort... to come 
here with all the pressure they’ve been 
under and win... It’s a great, great night for 
Welsh rugby” - England World Cup winning 
coach-turned TV studio pundit, Clive 
Woodward. 

‘‘This is special. We’ve got the monkey off 
our back, and we’ll kick off now” - Welsh 
captain Ryan Jones, who had put in a tower¬ 
ing performance only narrowly trumped by 
official man-of-the-match Leigh Halfpenny, in 
the 16-6 triumph over France in Paris on 
Saturday, 

T heir comments underlined that 
the real significance lay, not in the 
scoreline alone - important though 
it was in the short term for Six Nations 
placings - but that it could yet have a 
profound psychological effect on a group 
of talented young players who seemingly 
had lost their way (and their collective 
confidence) in the wake of eight succes¬ 
sive defeats. 

A new low point had been reached in the 
dire first half of the 22-30 loss to Ireland in 
Cardiff the previous week, but the team’s 
courageous second half fight-back, though 
falling just short in the end, had given fresh 
hope of a gradual turn-around in Welsh for¬ 
tunes - if only they could continue as they left 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 
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off against an equally under-fire French 
camp still smarting from their surprise defeat 
at the hands of ‘lowly’ Italy. 

Even aside from fears of a Gallic backlash, 
it was never going to be an easy task for any 
Welsh team in Paris, particularly one strug¬ 
gling for form, and the record books gave the 
travelling contingent cold comfort. 

The Dragon had prevailed on only 18 out of 
44 clashes in France, and the cockerel had 
crowed exultantly on seven out of the last ten 
clashes between the two - including, of 
course, that contentious 9-8 result in the 2011 
Rugby World Cup semi-final. 

(In Cardiff; the statistics are almost exactly 
reversed, France having won in the Welsh cap¬ 
ital on only 17 of 47 occasions). 

Overall results confirm the nip and tuck 
nature of the rivalry that began on March 2, 
1908 with an emphatic 36-4 Welsh win in 
Cardiff - and over 92 tests, France had 
amassed a total of 1,345 points to Wales’ 

1,332 before the latest nail-biter at Stade de 
France. 

NERVOUS TENSION 

Inevitably, with such intense off-field pres¬ 
sure on both sides to perform and claw their 
way out of the Six Nations basement, nerves 
were visible from the start, with caution the 
order of the day in greasy conditions that in 
any case ruled out any realistic prospect of 
expansive play. 

A stream of handling errors, some forced, 
but most unforced - with ball spilled in con¬ 
tact, knock-ons, and other frustrating failings 
at critical moments - set a stop-go pattern 
that would stay to the end of a dour struggle 
on a churned-up, rain-soaked turf that made 
the Millennium Stadium’s infamous pallet 
surface look like a pristine grass court at 
Wimbledon in comparison! 

With forwards struggling to keep their foot¬ 
ing in the set-pieces, even Wales’ tight head 
rock, Adam Jones, surprisingly fell foul of a 
referee who, like the rest of us, could proba¬ 
bly only guess at what was happening in the 
dark recesses of the scrum! 

Even so, Welsh pressure in the opening few 
minutes saw them get a chance to take an 
early lead when outside half Dan Biggar tried 
a snap dropped goal which fell short - and in 
fact, it was France who went ahead through a 
penalty by outside half Michalak. 

Wales hit back three minutes later, when it 


was France’s turn to be penalised and 
Halfpenny made no mistake to level the score 
at 3-3 - which stayed the same at half time, 
thanks to Ryan Jones turning over the ball to 
halt an attack near his own line when the 
French had another clearcut chance to score. 

Almost immediately after the changeover, 
Welsh scrum half Mike Phillips suddenly 
broke away from a breakdown and with the 
defence back-pedalling frantically, it led to a 
second penalty for Wales, which Halfpenny 
again calmly slotted over to inch Wales into a 
6-3 lead. 

A mistake by Biggar, who otherwise had a 
sound game at pivot, resulted in a lineout to 
France and an attempted drop goal when a 
three-quarter thrust seemed the obvious 
option. 

The kick sailed well wide of the uprights, to 
graphically underline both Les Bleus’ 
uncharacteristic lack of invention and their 
excessive caution, clearly fearing another 
defeat following the loss to Italy - knowing it 
was something their impatient home crowd 
would not countenance! 

Michalak brought them relief with a second 
penalty to level the score at 6-6, but then, 
with just eight minutes to go to full time, 
came the one moment of magic that illumi¬ 
nated the game. 

Biggar cleverly lofted a ball towards the 
corner touchline where wing George North, 
who until then had played a restrained role, 
concentrating like his team mates on a 
defence-orientated game plan, claimed it in 
mid air and powered through would-be tack- 
lers for a remarkable game-changing try. 

It prompted an admiring Clive Woodward 
to comment later: “He’s a Lions’ winger for 
me”. 

COUP DE GRAS 

The ever-reliable Halfpenny stepped up to 
send his conversion attempt sailing over the 
crossbar and then, with just over five minutes 
to go, applied the coup de gras with a magnif¬ 
icent penalty kick, to take the game beyond 
French reach at 16-6. 

At the final whistle, the disciplined restraint 
that had marked a robust, if not classic, 

Wales performance, built on resolute defen¬ 
sive foundations, was replaced by joy and 
relief on the faces of both players and the 
under-fire coaches standing in for head coach 
Warren Gatland. 



TOP, from left: George North goes 
over for the game’s only try and then 
celebrates with a two-fisted salute. 
ABOVE: skipper Ryan Jones on the 
charge in one of his best performances 
for Wales. 

BELOW: Man-of-the-match, Leigh 
Halfpenny, he scored 11 of his team’s 
16 points with the boot. 



victory. 
Now Leigh 
Halfpenny 
and the rest 
of the team 
have been 
given the 
nod to line 
up again 
against 
Italy next 
week. 





Beaming interim head coach, Robert 
Howley, said: “We knew we had not become a 
bad team less than a year after winning the 
Grand Slam. This will give us belief, and we can 
go on to the next game in Italy in two weeks ’ 
time with confidence.” 

Man-of-the-moment, George North showed 
the liberating effect the result had already 
had on the mindset of the players when he 
insisted: “The title race is not over yet. There’s 
still a lot to play for and achieve”. 

Yes, a game that just had to be won, and no 
matter that it was hardly a vintage Welsh dis¬ 
play. 

In truth, it was never going to be that, 
given the difficult backdrop to the match for 
both teams, but it will, nevertheless, rank 
high as an epic backs-to-the-wall encounter, 
even if it was not, as Woodward implied, the 
most important in Welsh history. 

Now the teams have a brief respite. Next up 
is Italy in Rome on February 23, followed by 
the Scots (who crushed the Azurri 34-10 on 
Saturday) in Edinburgh on March 9. 

If those two obstacles are safely surmounted, 
on the road, then comes the big one - back 
home at the Millennium Stadium, on March 
16, against title-chasing England - who con¬ 
quered Ireland in a bruising 12-6 encounter 
on Sunday in Dublin. 

What another epic clash that promises to be! 













































